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TO    THE 


READER. 

^T^HE  Edit 07'  of  thefe  memoirs  can 
make  no  other  apohgy  for  of- 
fering   tJjem  to    the  public y    than 
that    h^ing   found    them   among 
fome  papers  of  a  deceafed  relation^ 
fhe    thought    they    contained  fome 
moral  reflections    that   might   con^ 
vey    inJlru5lion ;    and  Jhould    they 
mifs  of  that  effeSl^    they    at    leaji 
ahoujided  with    none   of  thofe    vi-- 
tiatingfuhjedts  which  too  often  ren-* 
der  works  of  the  kindy  the  moji  per-^ 
nicioiis  amufement  a  female  can  pofji-^ 
hly  fly  to.',  even  far  more  dangerous 

than 
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(     vi     ) 

tkan  bad  company:  as  thofe  ideas 
imbibed  from  an  improper  choice 
of  booksy  are  often  more  durably 
imprejfed  upon  the  mindy  than  thofe 
acquired  by  libertine  converfation  3.. 
for.  the  poifon  they  contain  is-  fo 
artfully  blended  with  the  ami  five 
taky  that  they  infmfibly  interejly 
and  fleal  upon  the  attention^  with^ 
cut  creating  any  of  that  difguji^ 
"which  perfonal  levity  (or  even  lit^ 
tie  foibles )  naturally  excite. 

'The  memoirs  of  Emily  Wejibrook 
may  be  read  without  any  of  thofe 
emotions  that  are  excited  fro?n  a 
relation  of  events  that  never  had 
exifence  but   in  the  ideas   of  the 

writer:. 


(     vli     ) 

writer :  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  af-^ 
Jord  fome  beneficial  obfervations  to 
thofe  who  require  not  the  aid  of  the 
marvellous  to  render  a  good  example 
worthy  their  imitation:  and fiould 
they  even  fur  nijl:  their  readers  with 
only  a  few  ufeful  hints ,  the  time 
which  has  been  employed  in  pre- 
paring    them  for  public  infpeBion^ 

will   not   be  thought  miffpent   by 
their 

Mofi  obedient 

Humble  Servant y 

"The  EDITOR. 
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MEMOIRS  of  EMILY  WESTBROOK. 


THOSE  who  have  fccn  the 
calm  bofom  of  the  ocean 
fuddenly  difcompofed  by  raging 
winds  and  burfting  clouds,  can 
beft  form  an  idea  of  the  fwelling 
tide  of  grief  which  agitated  that 
of  our  lovely  traveller,  till  tears 
forced  a  paflage  from  her  eyes,  and 
helped  to  eafe  her  burfting  heart. 
Unfkilled  in  the  deceptions  of 
VOL.  IK  B  man- 


7.       The  Vale  of  Glendor;  or, 
mankind,    fhe    doubted    not    the 
truth  of  this  melancholy  intelli- 
gence :  and  though  fhe  had  never 
{tQn  the  perfon  before  her  at  Mr. 
Aubrey's,  entertained  nofufpicions 
of  her  not  being  really  his  houfe- 
keeper;  and  giving  full  fcope  to 
the   effufions    of  her  grief,  afked 
no  farther  queftions,   but  fuffered 
herfelf  to  be   led  to   the  carriage 
in   waiting;  and,  leaving    to    the 
fervants   the  care  of  her  baggage, 
feated  herfelf  by  the  plaufible  im- 
poftor^    and,  while  thinking  her- 
felf every  moment  drawing  nearer 
to  the  paternal    roof,  was,  in   the 
fpace  of  a  couple  of  hours,  quite 
out  of  the  road  to  Glendor,  and 
flying  with  the  fwiftefl:  veloiity   to 
the  fnares  prepared   for  her  by  Sir 
William,  who  waited  at  a  diiftant 

ftage, 


Memoirs  of  Emily  Westbrook.  3 
ftage,  and  propafed  fecuring  the 
unmolefted  poffeffion  of  his  lovely 
prey,  by  taking  the  road  to  Do- 
ver, and  embarking  with  her  im- 
mediately for  Calais. 

When  the  firft  effufions  of  her 
grief  were  in  fome  degree  fubfld- 
ed,  ilie  began  to  put  many  quef- 
tions  to  her  companion  concerning 
her  father's  illnefs :  fhe  then  pro- 
ceeded to  alk,  how  long  flie  had 
lived  with  Mr.  Aubrey — and  what 
was  become  of  the  worthy  woman 
who  adled  in  the  fame  capacity  at 
the  time  fhe  left  the  country  ;  and 
could  not  help  expreffing  her  afto- 
niihment  that  Louifa  fliould  never, 
in  any  of  her  letters,  mention  fuch 
a  change  in  the  family. 

For  all  thefe  queflions  fhe  was 

-prepared,    but  replied  with  much 

B  2  brevity; 
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4  The  Vale  of  Glendor;  or, 
brevity  ;  and  fearing  enquiries 
might  be  made  which  fhe  fhould  be 
lefs  able  to  anfwer  without  a  dii- 
covery,  pretended  to  be  quite  over- 
come with  her  fatigue,  and  foon  af- 
ter funk  into  a  pretended  flumber, 
which  Emily  was  too  good  natur- 
ed  to  difturb  ;  and  contented  her- 
felf  with  the  melancholy  amufe- 
ment  of  her  own  fad  reflecflions. 

But  the  dawn  of  morning  gave 
a  new  turn  to  her  ideas,  and  a~ 
wakened  the  moft  cruel  alarms. 
A  pretended  fleep,  on  the  part  of 
the  ancient  matron,  had,  in  fact, 
given  place  to  a  real  one ;  and  not 
only  difcovered  to  her  deluded  com- 
panion the  moft  difgufting  and  un- 
promiling  fet  of  features  fhe  ^had 
ever  beheld,  (for  grief  had  pre- 
vented any  prior  remarks)   but  al« 

fo 
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lb  that  they  were  in  a  road  Hie  was 
unacquamte'd  with :  for  though 
fhe  had  made  but  one  journey  to 
London,  her  memory  v/as  not  io 
little  retentive  as  to  prevent  her 
from  obferving  the  difference  of 
the  country,  through  which  flie 
paifed;  and  on  the  firft  difcovery 
of  the  novel  fcenes  before  her,  with 
an  affrighted  countenance  jogged 
the  old  feducer,  and  begged  her  to 
awaken,  for  the  drivers  had  cer- 
tainly miftaken  the  road. 

*^  No,  no,  never  fear,  Mifs,  their 
conducting  us  fafe ;  they  have  on- 
ly taken  a  better  road  for  expedi- 
tion.— You  will  foon  know  where 
you  are. — But  you  had  better  do 
as  I  have  done  to  beguile  the  time, 
for  I  am  fure  you  muft  want  ileep, 
B  3  and 
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and  the  fatigue  will   be  too  much 
for  you. 

This  anfwer  did  not  ferve  to 
fubdue  the  fears  of  Emily. — She 
began  to  fufpedl  fhe  knew  not 
what  —  and  a  Dover  diligence  at 
thatinftant  paffingby  them,  at  once 
confirmed  her  fhe  was  betrayed ; 
and  the  more  fo  from  her  compa- 
nion ftooping  forward  in  the  chaife, 
to  prevent  her  obferving  the  in- 
fcription  as  it  drove  by. 

**  Good  Heavens !  exclaimed  fhe 
In  tremulous  accents,  **  where  are 
we  going  ?  I  plainly  fee  I  am  de- 
ceived, or  how  came  a  Dover  flage 
in  the  road  to  Glendor?  Stop," 
cried  flie  to  the  drivers,  loud  as 
flie  could  raife  her  tremulous  voice ; 
**  tell  me  w^here  you  are  carrying 
us."     **  Drive  on,  fellows,"  faid 

the 
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the  vile  wretch,  feeing  they  were 
going  to  reply;  '^  obey  your  or- 
ders, and  an  Aver  no  qiieftions  who- 
ever aiks  them."  Then  turning 
to  Mifs  Weftbrook,  with  rather  a 
milder  afped:,  faid,  **  be  not  alarm- 
ed, Mifs,  you  are  in  no  danger, 
affure  yourfelf. — It  is  true  we  are 
not  in  the  road  to  Glendor,  but  you 
are  going  to  your  friends.  —  You 
will  not  furely  be  forry  to  learn, 
that  your  father  in  reality  is  well 
as  he  has  been  for  fome  months 
paft ;  that  he  is  fome  miles  from 
home,  and  has  prepared  for  you 
an  agreeable  furprife  ?" 

**  Vile  impoftor!"    interrupted 
Emily,  refuming  her  natural  dig- 
nity and  fpirit  j  **  ceafe  your  deceit- 
ful equivocations,  nor  dare  to  make 
B  4  ufe 
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ufe  of  fo  refpecftable  a  name  as  my 
father's  to  forv/ard  your  bafe  de- 
figns.  It  is  not  the  province  of  a 
friend  to  wound  the  heart  as  a 
prelude  to  an  agreeable  furprife  r 
fuch  manoeuvres  are  natural  only 
to  an  enemy,  and  fuch  I  am  con- 
vinced you  are;  or  the  ftill  viler 
agent  of  fome  one  whofe  defigns 
will  not  bear  avowal." 

'^  Such  haughtinefs  ill  befits 
the  daughter  of  a  plain  country 
gentleman,  Mifs : — but  when  the 
Baronet  has  you  in  poffeffion,  he 
will  teach  you  better  manners  to 
your  fuperiors." 

"  What  Baronet  ?'*  beginning 
to  fufpeft  the  truth.  — ''  My  fa- 
ther is,  as  you  are  pleafed  to  fiy, 
only  a  plain  country  gentleman;  I 
thought  I  was  going  to  him. 

''  When 
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**  When  Sir  William  is  tired 
of  you,  perhaps  you  may.  Mils," 
retorted  Ihe  with  a  fneer,  which 
ftill  added  more  uglinefs  to  her 
features,  ''  for  he  is  not  very  con*- 
ftant  in  his  amours,  therefore  do 
not  grieve,  for  a  fliort  time  may 
reftore  you  to  your  friends/' 

**  Wretch  !"  replied  Emily,  "  to 
add  infult  to  cruelty  !  But  knov7 
that  neither  can  aiFedl  me.  I  de- 
fpife  equally  yourfelf  and  bafe  em- 
ployer. There  is  an  over-ruling 
Providence  that  watches  over  the 
innocent,  and  difappoints  the  bad; 
to  that  power  I  truft  my  caufe. — 
I  am  prepared  to  meet  Sir  William,- 
fince  it  is  to  him  1  owe  this  fa- 
vour ',  and  the  iirft  ufe  I  fhall  make 
of  my  influence  over  him,  will  be 
-to  reward  your  infolence  as  it  de- 
B  5  fervesj 
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ferves;  for  though  appointed  his 
agent  in  this  iniquitous  bufinefs,  I 
am  convinced  fuch  prefumptuous 
behaviour  was  no  part  of  his  in- 
flrudtions." 

She  faid  no  more,  but  the  dignity 
Vi^ith  which  that  was  uttered,  awed 
the  old  beldam  into  filence  and  re- 
fpedl.  —  She  began  to  think  ilie 
had  indeed  gone  too  far,  and  endea- 
voured to  atone  for  it  by  the  moil 
fubmiffive  and  fawning  fpeeches. 

**  Silence,  fycophant!"  faid  the 
'  injured  beauty  j  **  your  fervile 
fawning  is  as  hateful  to  me  as  your 
infolence. — All  that  proceeds  from 
the  tongue  fo  nearly  allied  to  a 
wicked  heart,  mufl  be  deteftable. 
1  fuppofe  it  is  not  your  orders  to 
travel  all  day  without  refrefhmentj 
I  therefore  defire  we  may  ftop  to- 

r    ^^  procure 
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procure  fome  as  foon  as  poffible, 
for  I  find  much  need  of  it.'^ 

**  When  we  next  change  horfes,'* 
was  the  reply,  and  a  long  filence 
enfued  :   during  which  the  inven- 
tion   of  poor   Emily  was  on  the 
rack  to  elude  the  threatening  dan- 
ger, and  efcape  from  the  vigilance 
of  her  Duenna,  before  fhe  was  re- 
figned  into  the  hands  of  the  Ba- 
ronet, whom  fhe  was  now  confci- 
ous  v/ould  flop  at  nothing  to  ef- 
fecfl  her  ruin. 

While  meditating  on  the  means 
mofl  likely  to  effedt  it,  fhe  faw  the 
two  horfemen  pafs  by  the  chaife 
who  had  attracted  her  fears  the 
firft  part  of  her  journey. 

Hopes  began  to  dawn  upon  her 
heart.     **  They   cannot   be    ene- 
mies   likewife,''  breathed    fhe    to 
B  6  herfelf. 
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herfelf — **  fomething  whifpers  me 
they  are  fent  to  my  relief.  But 
how  fhall  I  make  them  a  fignal  of 
diftrefs  ?"  At  that  moment,  one 
of  them  rode  up  to  the  chaife, 
and  bade  the  driver  on  his  peril  to 
proceed  farther. 

All  thofe  fears  which  naturally 
arife  at  the  idea  of  being  robbed, 
were  driven  to  flight  by  thinking 
of  an  adverfary  flill  more  to  be 
dreaded  than  a  highwayman ;  for 
a  piftol  at  her  bofom  would  not 
have  appeared  more  tremendous  to 
her  than  the  prefence  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam :  but  while  flie  was  calmly 
feeling  for  her  purfe  (which  flie 
every  moment  expected  would  be 
demanded,  for  (he  no  longer  doubt- 
ed their  being  really  robbers)  her 
companion,  lefs  prepared  for  a  fud- 

den 
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den  diflblution,  fcreamed  out  for 
mercy,  and  endeavoured  to  fcreen 
herfelf  from  danger  by  pufhing 
Emily  forward  in  the  chaife,  and 
leaning  along  the  feat  behind  her. 
The  drivers  ftopped,  and  one  of 
the  fuppofed  highv^aymen  ap- 
proached the  door  of  the  chaife; 
and  not  v^ithout  fome  little  degree 
,of  trepidation,  Mifs  Weftbrook  ex- 
tended the  hand  in  which  fhe  held 
her  purfe,  but  was  furprifed  to 
hear  herfelf  addrefled  by  her  name, 
in  a  voice  fhe  never  recolledted 
having  heard  before. 

**  We  are  not  robbers,  Mifs 
Weftbrook,"  faid  the  foremoft  of 
the  ftrangers,  **  but  f. -«ends  com.e 
to  fecure  you  from  the  hands  Oi 
villainy.  Excufe  a  farther  expla- 
nation at  this   time,  and  permit 

us 
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US  to  condudl  you  to  fome  place  of 
fafety,  till  you  are  fufficiently  re- 
covered from  your  fright  to  pur- 
fue  your  journey/* 

**  Joyfully!"  faid  the  grateful 
girl,   *'  take  me,  generous  ftran- 
gers  any  where  you  pleafe :  on  your 
protection  do  I  throw  myfelf.     I 
can  have  no  apprehenfions  of  fall- 
ing into  more  difhonourable  hands 
than  thofe  from  which  I  efcape." 
And  in  the  height  of  her  fatisfac- 
tion,,  fhe  was  going  to  jump  from 
the  chaife  ;  when  her  duenna,  re- 
lieved  from  her   fears    of   death, 
caught  hold  of  her  cloak,  and  for- 
bade her  to  attempt  it,  for  nothing 
fliould  prevail  on  her  to  fuffer  her 
to  leave  her  ^  and  flie  immediately 
called  to   the  poflillions  to  affifl 
her^ 

*'  We 
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'*  We  will  fee  that.  Madam/' 
faid  her  deliverers.  **  But,  on  fe- 
cond  thoughts,  you  (liall  have  your 
own  way. — Mifs  Weftbrook  fhall 
not  leave  the  carriage.  —  A  little 
exercife,  dame,  will  do  you  good ; 
you  may  therefore  aligJit  as  foon  as 
you  pleafe,  and  foot  it  to  your  em- 
ployer as  faft  as  you  are  able,  to 
acquaint  him  of  your  fuccefs." 
On  finding  her  refradlory,  they 
infifted  on  the  drivers  liftinof  her 
by  force  out  of  the  chaife,  and  fet- 
ting  her  down  in  the  road  (which 
was  fome  miles  from  any  town) 
and  then  ordered  them  to  remount 
their  horfes,  and  drive  back  to  the 
place  whence  they  fet  out,  more 
expeditioufly,  if  poifible,  than  they 
came ;  and  to  quiet  poor  Emily's 
apprehenfions  of  farther  danger, 
^^  they 
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they  rode  on  each  fide  of  the  car- 
riage themfelves. 

On  arriving  at  the  inn,  they 
difcharged  the  chaife,  and  gene- 
roufly  rewarded  the  men  for  their 
expedition ;  but  enjoined  them, 
as  they  valued  their  lives,  to  take 
it  back  immediately  to  its  owner ; 
and  fhould  any  future  enquiries 
be  made  by  the  gentleman  who 
hired  it,  to  fay  that  the  young  la- 
dy was  met  by  fome  of  her  friends, 
who  hfid  taken  her  away  with 
them :  but  even  that  intelligence 
they  w^iflned  Sir  William  not  to 
gain  till  Mifs  Weftbrook  was  fafe. 
under  the  protedlion  of  her  rela« 
tions — and  therefore  fuffered  them^ 
to  Hay  no  longer  than  juil:  to  bait 
their  hor fes,  before  they  fet  out 
for  London  5  for  fear,  that  diiap- 

pointed 
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pointed  of  meeting  her,  the  Baronet 
iliould  come  on  to  the  place  where 
he  had  appointed  his  vile  procu- 
refs  to  intercept  her  journey,  and 
from  the  intelligence  of  the  dri- 
vers learn  the  road  they  had  taken, 
purfue  her,  and  difcover  who  v^ere 
her  deliverers  :  a  fecret  they  wifli- 
ed  never  to  tranfpire. 

Our  Knights  Errant  now  threw 
off  their  grazier's  coats  and  cut 
wigs,  (for  while  under  that  dif- 
guife  it  would  have  been  impoffi- 
ble  even  for  their  moft  intimate 
friends  to  have  known  them)  and 
the  one  difcovered  himfelf  to 
be  Medway,  who  introduced  his 
companion  under  the  chara(5ler  of 
Lord  Darnly,  a  brother  of  Lady 
Palmerfon,  whom  Mifs  Weftbrook 
had  never  ken  before.     He  had 

been 
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been  but  a  few  days  returned  from 
his  travels,  and  on  being  acquaint- 
ed with  his  friend's  intention  of 
following  Emily,  infifted  on  bear- 
ing him  company. 

**  From  the  intimacy  which 
fubfifted  between  us/'  faidMed- 
way,  **  you  will  not  be  furprifed, 
Mifs  Weftbrook,  that  I  fhould  be 
acquainted  with  Sir  William's  cri- 
minal partiality  for  you ;  but  he 
had  too  much  policy  to  acquaint 
any  one  with  his  miquitous  plan 
of  way-laying  you  on  your  jour- 
ney. However,  as  I  was  confci- 
0U3  of  his  enterprifing  fpirit,  his 
ab fence  from  London,  at  the  time 
of  your  departure,  rendered  me 
fufpicious  of  fome  foul  delign, 
and  I  was  refolved,  if  poffible,  to 
prevent  its  taking  place.     I  doubt 

aot 
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not  but  my  queftions  on  the  fub- 
jcdl  of  your  journey  muft   appear 
to  you  very  impertinent ;  but  as  I 
only  fufpecfled  and  was  not   cer- 
tain of  fuch  a  fcheme,   I  was  not 
permitted  to  explain  my  motives, 
and  therefore  adopted   the  plan  of 
following  you,  as  the  only  one  by 
which  I   could  acquire   a  certain 
information  of  your  arriving  fafe  at 
Glendor.     Had  you  met  with  no 
interruption  on  your  journey,  we 
fhould  have  returned  as  we  came, 
without  difcovering  ourfelves ;  but 
as  the  event  proved  as  I  expefted, 
it  is  neceffary  you    fhould  know 
you  are  under   the    proted:ion   of 
friends,  whofe  farther  fervices  you 
may  command,  and  on  whofe  ho- 
nour, I  flatter  myfelf,  you  may  re- 
ly with  fafety.     No  one  knows  of 

this 
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this  undertaking  but  ourfelves,  and 
as  nothing  is  more  fubjedt  to  mif- 
reprefentation  than  an  affair  of  this 
kind,  it  will  be  better  to  avoid  its 
becoming  a  fubjecft  of  public  con- 
verfatioi*.  I  would  immediately 
demand  fatisfadtion  of  Sir  William 
for  his  breach  of  virtue  and  hofpi- 
tality  ',  but  a  father,  or  a  brother, 
is  the  only  perfon  who  could 
with  propriety  take  fuch.  a  ftep. 
The  world  is  too  apt  to  be  cenfo- 
rious,  and  female  reputation  too 
delicate  to  be  trifled  with.  Such 
a  mode  of  refentment  would  lay 
your  character  at  the  mercy  of 
every  fcandalous  coterie;  for  no- 
thing fo  little  redounds  to  a  lady's 
honour  as  a  duel  on  her  account. 
It  will  therefore  be  mofl  prudent  to 
let  the  matter  fink  into  oblivion. 

Sir 
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Sir  William  will  be  fufficiently 
mortified  at  the  lofs  of  you  to  need 
any  greater  punilliment,  and  fuch 
a  proceeding  will  not  only  fave 
Lady  Bloomer  from  the  heart- 
rending pangs  which  muft  natu- 
rally attend  a  knowledge  of  her 
huiband's  infidelity  ^  but,  if  he  has 
any  degree  of  feniibility,  fill  him 
with  more  remorfe  than  any  other 
mode  of  refentment.  When  a 
little  recovered  from  your  fatigue, 
if  fuch  a  plan  meets  your  appro- 
bation, we  will  fee  you  fafe  to 
Glendor,  and  then  return  to  Lon- 
don, without  any  one's  having  a 
fufpicion  of  what  has  happened.'* 
Mifs  Weftbrook  thanked  her 
deliverers  in  the  warmefl:  terms  of 
gratitude.  But  though  entirely 
of  Medway's  opinion  in  regard  to 

keeping 
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keeping  the  affair  as  fecret  as  pof- 
fible  (knowing  the  uneafinefs  it 
would  give  to  the  Baronet's  family 
and  her  own)  was  much  hurt  to 
think  of  their  returning  back, 
without  receiving  from  her  friends 
thofe  civilities  and  thanks  which 
their  generous  condudt  fo  juftly 
entitled  them  to. 

They  flayed  only  to  take  a  hafly 
di(h  of  chocolate,  and  foon  as  a 
chaife  could  be  got  ready,  handed 
their  fair  charge  into  it,  and  pur- 
fued  their  journey  in  the  fame  or- 
der as  before. 

The  attention  of  Lord  Darnly 
had  been  fo  totally  engaged  in  con- 
templating the  charms  of  Emily, 
that  he  had  hardly  broke  filence 
during  their  iliort  repafl ;  but  they 
had  proceeded  only  a  few  yards 

on 
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on   the  road  before  he  fufficiently 
atoned    for    his    taciturnity  by   a 
thoufand  elogiums  on  her  beauty, 
and  with  that  •  frank nefs  which  is 
natural  to  a  generous  mind,  afked 
Med  way  whether  it  was   love  or 
friendihip   that  actuated  his  con- 
ducSl  ?    *^  Though    (refumed   his 
Lordihip)    I   need    not    put   that 
queftion  -,  for   it   is  hardly  poffible 
to  be  difinterefted,  where  the  ob- 
jedl  is  amiable  as  Mifs  Weftbrook." 
**  I    will    confefs    (replied  his 
friend  with  equal   candor)   that  I 
am  not  fo  difinterefted  as  I  could 
wifh  to  be,  and  as  I  endeavour  to 
appear^   for  from  the  firft  hour  of 
beholding    this   lovely    girl,    my 
heart  avowed   her   influence,  and 
flattered  itfelf,  a  farther  acquaint- 
ance might  produce  on  her  part, 

fimilar 
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fimilar  fentiments :  but  the  delu- 
fion  quickly  vanifhed,  on  perceiv- 
ing her's  perfectly  devoid  of  thofe 
emotions  which  agitated  mine, 
whenever  I  approached  her.  On 
indifferent  matters,  flie  would  con- 
verfe  with  all  the  eafe  and  famili-' 
arity  of  a  long  eftabliihed  friend - 
fhip;  but  whenever  the  fubjedl 
turned  on  love,  all  her  complacen- 
cy forfook  her,  and  for  days  after 
I  was  fliunned.  I  had  but  one 
confolation  under  this  misfortune, 
and  that  was,  flie  did  not  fmile 
upon  others,  and  frown  on  me. 
For  among  all  the  crowd  of  ido- 
lators  who  environed  her  fleps, 
not  one  appeared  to  attract  her 
particular  attention.  She  either 
is  devoid  of  tender  paflions,  though 
flie  poflefles  the  humane  ones  to  an 

extreme 
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extreme  degree — .or  ha^  not  yet 
beheld  the  object  who  is  to  awaken 
them :  and  1  have  too  much   re- 
fpedt  for  her,  as  well  as  confider- 
ation  for  myfelf,  to  importune  her 
on  the  only  topic  which   appears 
to  offend  her,  and  render  my  fo- 
ciety  unplealing.     Her  happinefs 
will  ever  be  the  primary  wilh  of 
my  foul.     To  promote  it,  I  would 
facrifice  my  own  5  and  to  fave  hef 
virtue  from  becoming  the  prey  of  a 
defigning  villain,  would  joyfully 
yield  my  life.     In  leaving  her   I 
Ihall  quit  my  heart's  firft  treafure; 
but  were  not  the  motives  I  hav6 
alledged    fufficient     to   determine 
me  on  returning,  when  we  have 
feen  her  fafe  to  Glendor,  I  have  a 
wifli  ftill  more  powerful,  in  thruft- 
ing  myfelf  on  her  fociety  at   this 

VOL.  n.  C.  timei 
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time  :  I  might  feem  to  lay  claim 
to  her  gratitude;  and  that  is  a  tax  I 
jQiould  be  very  unhappy  to  burthen 
her  with,  for  a  fervice  any  man  of 
honour,  who  had  known  the  fnares 
which  were  prepared  for  her,  might 
as  readily  have  offered  as  myfelf." 
**  I  congratulate  you  on  your 
philofophy,  Charles,  (replied  his 
Lordihip)  but  in  truth  I  cannot 
boaft  fo  great  a  fhare  of  it.  I  am 
glad,  however,  you  have  been  can- 
did enough  to  own  to  me  the  true 
flate  of  your  affecftions,  or  I  might 
have  been  tempted  to  have  enlill- 
ed  myfelf  among  the  train  of  her 
'  admirers ;  for,  I  muft  confefs,  I 
never  yet  beheld  a  v/oman,  to 
whom,  on  firft  fight,  my  heart 
was  fo  inclinable  to  refign  its  free- 
dom. But  I  will  not  truft  myfelf 
with  another  peep  at  her  fafcina- 

ting 
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ting  face,  now  I  am  honoured  with 
your  confidence ;  for  I  iliould  be 
forry  that  the  lofs  of  my  heart  fhould 
be  accompanied  with  the  lofs  of 
honour.  Our  friendiliip  has  been 
too  long  eftablifhed  to  be  broken 
by  a  woman/* 

**  I  truft  it  has,  my  Lord.  And 
were  it  not  of  fuch  ancient  date, 
I  fhould  have  no  apprehenfions  of 
its  being  fhaken  by  our  fentiments 
happening  to  be  fimilar.  Believe, 
me,  I  am  not  that  felfifh  animal 
to  envy  a  friend  the  happinefs  I 
cannot  enjoy  myfelf.  Though  I 
happen  not  to  be  the  man  fo  bleit 
as  to  awaken  the  fenfibility  of 
Emily  Weilbrook,  I  cannot  fup- 
pofe  file  will  long  preferve  her  in- 
difference for  the  fex  in  general. 
Some  happy  man  will,  doubtlefs, 
plead  his  paflion  more  fuccefsfully; 
C    2  and 
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and  why  fliould  it  not  be  you,  as 
well  as  any  other  ?  I  am  not  one 
of  thofe  fafhionable  lovers  that 
would  run  you  through  the  body 
for  being  preferred.  She  ha^  an 
undoubted  right  to  difpofe  of  her 
affections — and,  next  to  enjoying 
them  myielf,it  would  be  my  great- 
eft  felicity  to  fee  thuem  placed  on  a 
defer ving  objedu" 

No  more  paifed  at  that  time  : 
but  it  was  quite  fufficient  to  ac- 
quit Lord  Darnly  afterwards  of 
having  endeavoured  to  fupercede 
his  friend  in  the  affections  of  Mifs 
Weftbrook ;  for  as  one  had  in- 
genuouily  confelfed  himfelf  much 
ftruck  with  her  perfon,  and  the 
other  owned  that  no  encourage- 
ment had  been  given  him  to  be- 
lieve that  his  addreiles  would  be 

favourably 
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favourably  received  (however  par- 
tially   inclined    towards    her)    the 
path    of  happinefs   to    both    was 
open  :  and  as  both  polleiTed  an  al- 
moft  equal  ihare  of  perfonal  me- 
lit,   their  good  or  ill   fuccefs  de- 
pended wholly  on  her  opinion  ;  or 
perhaps,  more  on   the    caprice  of 
fate,  which  generally  appears  moftr 
prevalent  in  matrimonial  connec- 
tions, than  any  other  occurrences 
of  life  —  and   juftities    thatr   old, 
though   low  adage,   that   marriage- 
and  hanging  go  by  deftiny. 

Had  inclination  alone  dliflated, 
his  Lordfhip  would  gladly  have 
introduced  himfelf  to  the  family 
of  Mifs  Weftbrook  immediately; 
but  as  that  was  totally  inconfifient 
with  their  prefent  plan  of  opera- 
C  3  tions. 
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tions,  he  was  conftrained  to  imi- 
tate the  moderation  of  his  friend. 

They  accompanied  Emily  with- 
in fight  of  the  family  manfion, 
iviflied  her  every  happinefs,  and 
then  (as  was  propofed)  after  a  po- 
lite and  friendly  leave,  turned  their 
horfes  back  towards  the  metro- 
polis, and  left  her  quite  enchanted 
with  their  generous  and  difintereft- 
ed  conduct,  which  had  fhewn  it- 
fdlf  more  confpicuoully  in  their  de- 
licate attention  to  her  reputation 
than  even  in  the  perfonal  fervice 
they  had  rendered  her. 

The  treachery  of  Sir  William, 
and  the  generofity  and  difinte relied 
behaviour  of  Medway,  were  now 
moft  ftrikingly  contrafted  in  her 
mind.  She  began  to  be  convinced, 
that  the  gay  world  had  indeed  many 

dangers 
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dangers  for  the  inexperienced  and 
unwary;  that  its  pleafures  were 
blended  with  mortifications  and  dif- 
appointments ;  peculiarly  fo  to  th'ofe 
who  had  charms  fufficient  to  attract 
its  admiration :  yet  fo  pkaiing  was 
the  voice  of  flattery  becom.e,  that, 
file  could  not  v/ifh  herfelf  lefs  love- 
ly, but  that  her  perfonal attractions 
were  accompanied  by  a  fortune  fuf- 
ficient to  admit  of  its  indulgen- 
cies,  and  a  rank  exalted  enough  to 
deter  the  eye  of  libertinifm  from 
daring  to  look  up  to  her.  That 
any  one  fhould  have  done  fo,  in- 
flid:ed  the  fevereft  pangs,  and  left 
a  field  for  felf-examination,  that 
(though  probably  fhe  had  never 
intentionally  given  the  Baronet 
room  to  form  any  hopes  of  en- 
couragement) would  have  ended 
C  4  ia 
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in  felf- reproach ;  for  a  rctrofpec- 
tioii  of  our  condud:  very  frequent- 
ly Ihews  it  to  us  in  a  different 
point  of  view.  But  in  the  midfl 
of  this  chaos  of  reflection,  the  chaife 
flopped ;  and  at  a  moment  in  which 
fuch  happinefs  was  Httle  expeded 
by  her  friends,  ihe  tript  through 
the  avenue,  and  entering  the  hall 
door  unheard,  was  in  the  arms  of 
them  before  any  of  the  fervants 
jhad  time  to  announce  her  arrivaU 
Joy  at  thus  unexpededly  be- 
holding her,  for  a  time  fufpended 
all  enquiries  concerning  the  mo- 
tives of  her  return  3  but  that  joy 
.Avas  foon  fucceeded  by  a  fear,  that 
her  fudden  appearance  at  the  farm 
was  occafioned  by  fome  difagree- 
able  event. 
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To  their   tender  interrogations 
©n  that  head,  Ihe  repUed,  that  as 
Lady  Bloomer  was   not   perfecflly 
recovered  from  her  lying-in,  and 
propofed  lengthening  the  period  of 
her  abode  in  town   much  beyond 
her    iirfl  intentions,   the   wi(h  of 
feeing  her  father  had  predomina- 
ted too  powerfully  in  her  mind  to 
fuifer  her  to  continue  fo  long  ab- 
fent  from  home,  and  induced  her 
to  prevail  on  her  lady fhip  to  per- 
mit her  to  return  alone.     To  have 
been  more  explicit  would,  flie  was 
fenfible,   have  overwhelmed  therat- 
in    apprehenlions    for    her  future 
fafetv ;  and  would    alfo  have    in- 
flid:ed    the  greateft   uneafinefs  on 
the  mind   of  the  amiable  Sellna, 
who  was  prefent  at  her  arrival.  As 
It  was   a   fecret  that  \^^oul•d  have 
C    c  .  conveyed 
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conveyed  general  unhappinefs    to 
her  friends,  (lie  determined  to  con- 
line  it  to  her  own  bofom,  unlefs 
felf-prelervation    rendered  fuch  a 
difcovery  necelTary  to  fecure  her 
from    the   future    attacks    of  Sir 
William,  or  to  vindicate  her  in- 
-  ftocence  iliould  any  malignant  af- 
perfion  enfuC;^  in   confequence  of 
his  difapp ointment. 

Another  inducement  for  fecrefy 
in  this  affair  (equally  forcible  as 
the  former  ones)  was,  that  natural 
repugnance  every  female  experi- 
ence§;,  at  being  conftrained  to  con- 
fefs  that  convidion  has  followed 
the  good  advice  of  her  friends. — 
To  liave  formed  a  favourable  opi- 
nion of  any  one,  and  find  it  not 
juftified  on  a  more  intimate  ac- 
quaintance,   feems  a  reproach  oa 

our 
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our  judgment,  and  to  a  fufceptlble 
and  delicate  mind  is  productive  of 
infinite  mortification. 

Deceptions,  it  muft  be  allow- 
ed, are  unjuftifiable:  but  thofe 
which  tend  to  the  prefervation  of 
general  harmony  among  friends, 
are  far  lefs  deferving  of  reprobation 
than  any  other  fpecies  of  dupli- 
city. To. have  efcaped  from  the 
fnares  of  the  feducer,  was  fuffici- 
ent  fatisfacftion  to  Emily,  without 
attempting  any  mode  of  refent- 
ment  that  might  probably  have 
lefs  effed:  upon  its  objedt,  than 
upon  the  worthy  part  of  his  fami- 
ly. Whenever  any  queftions  were 
advanced,  that  might  tend  to  un-  - 
ravel  the  cauie  of  her  returnin^r  fo 
much  earlier  than  v/as  exped:ed, 
Ihe  evaded  them  with  the  greateft 
C  6  circum- 
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circumfpedion  ;  and  far  from  fuf-- 
pefting  that  flie  had  been  driven 
from  the  gaieties  of  London  by  the 
moft  cruel  attack  upon  her  virtue^ 
both    Louifa    and    Mifs    Bloomer 
were  happy  in  thinking,  that  fili- 
al affedlion  had  fo  far  triumphed, 
over   her  love   of  pleafure,  as   to. 
prompt  a  return  w^hile  the  feafon. 
for  public  diverfions  was    yet   in 
its  meridian,  and   flattered  tliem- 
felves  that  diffipation  had  lefs  fway 
over  her  heart,  than  their  fears  had 
fuggefted,  and  the  fcarcity  of  her 
letters  had  before  perfuaded  them. 
The  happinefs    of  finding   her 
father  fo  much  better  than  when 
fhe  left  him,  was  certainly  great ; 
yet    notwithllanding  all    her  en- 
deavours to  appear  happy,  a  figli 
of  regret  would  fometimes  efcape 

her;,. 
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ber,  on  rccollcdion  of  thofe  ele- 
gant amufements  flie  had  been  con- 
ftrained  to  facrifice  for  the  lefs  ani- 
mated, pleaiures  of  a  rural  life : 
but  as  her  return  was  fuppofed  vo- 
luntary, flie  tried  to  ftitie  her  dif-^ 
fatisfa<!:l:ion  as  much  as  poiBble; 
nor  had  flie  indeed  much  lei  fare 
for  their  indulgence,  as  her  friends 
around  her^  united  in  their  ef- 
forts of  chafmg  melancholy  frorrj 
her  heart,  by  a  fucceffion  of  in- 
nocent amufements,  and  by  an  ap- 
pearance of  content  and  happi- 
ncfs  in  themfelves :  which  prov- 
ed truly  to  her  tliat  happinefs- 
confifts  chiefly  in  idea.  This 
thought  inlpired  her  with  the. 
moft  ardent  wi{h,  that  her  defires 
were  .more  circumfcribed,  or  that 
Providence  had  placed  her  in   a 

fphere 
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fphere  of  life  in  which  fhe  might 
have   indulged    them    with   more 
prudence. 

1  fliall  now  leave  her  fafe  under 
the  paternal  roof,  and  return  with 
my  readers  to  the  place  where  Sir 
William  was  waiting  impatiently 
for  her  arrival,  little  imagining 
flie  had  efcaped  from  his  fnares, 
and  was  happy  in  the  bofom  of 
her  worthy  friends ;  much  lefs  did 
he  fuggeft  to  whom  fhe  owed  the 
bleffing  of  her  deliverance. 

After  waiting  fome  hours  longer 
than  the  time  in  which  he  exped:- 
ed  to  have  fcen  her,  he  began  to 
fear  that  fome  evil  genius  had  fruf- 
trated  his  defigns,  or  that  fome  ac- 
cident had  happened  on  the  road 
that  occalioned  the  delay:  but 
the  latter  fuggeftion  predominated 

moft 
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moft  powerfully,  as  he  pleafed 
himfelf  with  having  formed  his 
plan  too  politically  for  human 
forefight  to  prevent. 

With   the  utmoft  anxiety   and 
impatience   did  he  keep  his  eyes 
fixed  upon  the  road,  where  he  ex- 
pelled momentarily,  to  fee  the  car- 
riage which  was  to  convey- 1€>  him 
his  wifhes  ;  but  the  joy  which  eve- 
ry diftant  found  of  wheeh    threw 
upon  his  hearty  was  as  quickly  dif- 
fipated  on  their  near  approach.  In 
fliort,  no  Emily  appearing,  and  un- 
able any  longer  to  combat  his  im- 
patience, he  ordered  a  chaife,  and 
fet  out  in  hopes  of  meeting  her  oa 
the  way. 

It  will  not  be  difficult  to  form 
an  idea  of  his  painful  fenfations 
during  this  fufpence,  (for  the  bad 

are  far  lefs  able  to  fuftain  a  difap- 

pointmei^t 
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pointment  than  the  good)    but  it 
is  no  eafy  matter  to   conceive  how 
much  they  were  encreafed,  on  fee- 
ing, at  a  little  diftance   from   the* 
road,  a  female  toiling  through  the 
dirt,  who    greatly   refembled    the 
wretch  he  had  employed  to   con- 
vey to  him  his  lovely  prey.     Re- 
covering himfelf  in  a  few  feconds, 
from  his  firfl  furprize,  he  judged 
it  to  be  impoflible  to   be  her — he 
would  not  encourage  fuch  a  dif- 
trafting    thought;     but   a   nearer 
iipproach   confirmed  the   mortify- 
ing  truth    that    it  was    no   other. 
He  called  to   the  driver   to   flop, 
and  the  fat  bundle  of  iniquity,  on 
hearing  his  well-known  voice,  wad-^ 
died  through  the  mire,   and.exhi- 
bited,  at   the  fide  oi  the  chaife,  a 
f.gure  that,  in  fpite  of  his  difap-- 

pointment^ 
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pointment,  gave  birth  to  the  moft 
rifible  incHnations. 

Her  bloated  countenance  and 
prominent  features  (rendered  hag- 
gard by  fatigue,  and  fpeckled  over 
with  dirt)  w^ere  variegated  by  a 
diversity  of  fcratches  which  fhe 
had  got  by  fcrambUng  through  the 
hedges  to  avoid  the  mire;  and  her 
cloaths  half  torn  from  off  her 
ba<:k5  and  hanging  in  tatters  about 
her,  added  to  the  lofs  of  botli 
her  fhoes,  which  ihe  had  left  be- 
hind her  in  a  dough,  compleated 
a  fpedtacle  the  moft  laughable 
find  ridiculous  that  can  poffibly 
be  conceived. 

The  Baronet,  without  paying- 
any  attention  to  her  fatigue  or  per- 
fonal  misfortunes,  which  ihe  be-, 
wailed  moft  lamentablv,  aflved  in^ 

a  me- 
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a  menacing  tone,  what  was  become 
of  Mils  Weftbrook,  '^not  doubting 
but  ihe  was  hard  by  in  fimilar 
plight)  and  execrated  her  moft 
heartily  for  truftlng  her  charge  a 
moment  out  of  her  fight ;  but  his 
anger  was  confiderably  aggravat- 
ed on"  learning  the  fource  from 
whence  her  diflreffes  originated, 
and  that  Emily  was  not  only  exempt 
from  the  like,  but  by  that  time 
many  railes  out  of  his  reach,  and 
moft  probably  under  the  protection" 
of  her  relations ;  for  the  old  bel- 
dam averred,  that  flie  was  refcued 
by  tv/o  men  who  had  every  ap- 
pearance of  country  farmers—- 
and  who,  ihe  was  almoft  certain, 
came  from  the  village  where  Mifs 
Weftbrook  lived,  -by  her  willing- 
nefs  to  accompany  them. 

After 
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After  an  innundation  of  curfes 
for  her  ill  management,  and  more 
for  not  concealing  from  Emily  by 
whofe  orders  ihe  was  feduced  out 
of  the  road  to  Glendor,  he  per- 
mitted her  to  feat  herfelf  by  him 
in  the  chaife,  but  conveyed  her 
only  to  the  next  town  j  and  mak- 
ing her  an  inconfiderable  prefent, 
left  her  there  to  repair  her  per- 
fonal  injuries,  and  return  to  Lon- 
don at  her  leifure. 

As  to  himfelf,  he  knew  not 
what  courfe  to  purfue.  Not 
more  mortified  at  his  defeat  than 
the  thoughts  of  its  becoming  a 
public  topic  of  converfation,  if 
no  worfe  confequences  enfued^ 
(for  he  could  not  think  the  friends 
of  Mifs  Weftbrook  would  fuffer 
fuch  a  breach  of  hofpitality  to  pafs 

unre- 
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unredreffed)  he  had  almoft  deter- 
mined on  a  tour  to  the  Continent, 
that  he  might,  by  abfence,  wear 
away  the  remembrance  of  his  dif- 
appointment,  and  c-fcape  the  re- 
proaches of  Ills  Lady,  who,  he 
knew,  would  be  equally  hurt  at  th.e 
infult  offered  to  the  virtue  of  her 
friend,  as  at  his  infidelity  to  her- 
felf :-  but  the  wifli  of  learning  in 
what  light  this  affair  would  be  re- 
prefented,  by  a  world  that  delights 
in  exaggeration,  predominated  too 
powerfully  to  fuffer  him  to  put 
his  defign  in  execution,  till  he  had* 
written  to  Medway,  from  whom 
he  expected  to  hear  whether  the 
account  of  his  diihonourable  in- 
tentions had  yet  reached  London, 
and  what  effeft  it  had  upon  his- 
Lady. 

The 
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The  firft  thing  which  was  pre- 
fented  that  worthy  young  man 
Medvvay,  when  Lord  Darnly  and 
he  returned  from  their  expedition, 
was  this  letter  from  Sir  WiUiam ; 
and  though  he  defpifed  the  liber- 
tine principles  of  the  Baronet,  and, 
could  he  have  fuffered  fingly, 
w^ould  have  been  glad  that  he 
fliould  have  felt  even  greater  pangs 
than  thofe  infli6ted  by  his  dilap- 
pointment ;  yet  he  was  happy  to 
think  the  affair  w^ould  end  without 
any  uneafinefs  to  Lady  Bloomer, 
or  the  friends  of  his  adored  Emily, 
whofe  reputation  he  would  have 
defended  with  his  life  had  it  been 
Hjeceffary,  but  was  much  better  fa- 
tisiied  to  know  that  from  the  pri- 
vacy with  which  this  bafe  fcheme 
had  been  condudied,  it  would  pro- 
bably 
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bably  never   become  an  objedl  of 
public  fcrutiny. 

He    firft    called  on  her  Lady- 
fhip,   to  difcover  if  any  thing  had 
tranfpired,  for  ill  news  generally 
travels     with     eagle's     fwiftnefs, 
while  good  halts  at  every   ftage; 
but  he  found  her  gay  as  ufual — no 
clouds   feemed  to  hang  over  her 
mind,  but  what  had  arifen  from 
thelofs  of  her  lively  friend,  whofe 
abfence  ihe  appeared  to  regret  more 
than  that  of  Sir  William's,  who, 
{in    the   courfe    of   converfation) 
file  told  him,  would,  flie  imagin- 
ed,   continue    at  Newmarket  but 
a  few  days  longer,  as  flie  had  re- 
ceived no  letters  iince  he  had  been 
gone,  and   he  never  Avould  have 
neglefted   writing   if  he  had    not 
been  in  momentary  expedlation  of 


feeing  her. 


It 
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It  was  plain  no  fufpicions  had 
arifen,  and  he  took  his  leave; 
happy  in  an  opportunity  of  ac- 
quainting his  worthlefs  corref- 
pondent,  that  he  might  give  over 
all  thoughts  of  a  voyage  to  the 
Continent,  and  return  to  the  fo- 
ciety  of  his  friends  w^ithout  any 
reproaches,  but  thofe  of  his  own 
confcience. 

He  wrote  to  him  the  fame  even- 
ing ;  and  though  he  exprelTed  his 
difipprobation  of  his  condudl  to 
Mifs  Weftbrook  In  the  warmefl: 
terms,  and  endeavoured  by  the 
ftrongeft  arguments  to  convince 
him  of  the  folly  and  cruelty  of 
fuch  purfuits,  as  they  might  tend 
not  only  to  the  deftrudlion  of  their 
objedl,  but  involve  whole  famiHes 
in  ruin,  told  him,  he  did  not  be- 
lieve 
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lieve  her  relations  would  attempt 
any  retaliation  for  the  outrage, 
though  he  truly  deferved  it ;  but 
content  themfelves  in  having  faved 
her  from  his  dillionourable  at- 
tempts, without  feeking  to  return 
the  injury  by  expoling  her  repu- 
tation to  the  voice  of  calumny. — 
He  added,  that  it  depended  wholly 
on  himfelf  whether  the  matter 
iliould  become  a  public  topic,  or 
fmk  into  total  oblivion,  as  nothing 
had  yet  tranfpired;  but  flattered 
himfelf,  a  retrofpeftion  of  his  con- 
dudl  would  fufficiently  point  out 
its  errors,  and  be  a  better  monitor 
than  his  advice : — yet  if  that  was 
worthy  of  attention,  it  would  tend 
to  fliew  him  the  neceflity  of  com- 
ing immediately  to  town,  to  pre- 
vent any  uneafmefs  on  the  part  of 

his 
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his  lady  -,  and  if  her  acquaintance 
with  Mifs  Weftbrook  fhould  be 
renewed  on  their  return  into  the- 
country,  to  avoid  her  fociety  as 
much  as  poflible,  and  endeavour 
to  convince  her  of  his  penitence, 
as  the  moft  honourable  return  he 
could  make  to  both  her  and  her 
friends,  for  their  difcretion  in 
ftifling  their  refentment,  to  pre- 
ferve  the  peace  of  Lady  Bloomer. 
As  Sir  William  was  not  a  ve- 
teran in  vice,  though  of  late  he 
had  ftudied  to  render  himfelf  a 
proficient  in  it,  he  faw  the  merit 
of  this  counfel ;  but,  unaccuf- 
tomed  to  controul,  he  could  hard- 
ly, with  any  degree  of  patience^ 
think  of  exifting  in  the  fame 
kingdom  with  the  lovely  Object 
bf   his    lawlefs    wifhes,  'without 

VOL.  II.  D  again 
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again  attempting  to  kcure  the 
pofleffion  of  her;  but  while  fafe 
under  the  protecting  eye  of  her 
father,  and  that  of  the  ftill  more 
vigilant  Aubrey,  he  was  confci- 
ous  it  would  be  fruitlefs  to  in- 
dulge a  thought  of  it: — he  had, 
therefore,  the  policy  to  appear 
convinced  by  Medway's  argu- 
ments, and  in  a  few  days  returned 
home,  where  he  was  received  by 
his  lady  with  a  warmth  of  affecSlion 
he  but  ill  deferved. 

Within  a  few  months  after  this 
event,  from  the  death  of  a  diftant 
relation,  Lord  Palmerfon  became 
heir  to  an  eftate  of  confiderable 
value  a  few  miles  from  Glendor; 
and  her  ladyihip's  wiihes  of  fee- 
ing Mifs  Emily  Weilbrook  (fox 
whom  Ihe  had  the  greateit  efteem) 

induced 
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induced  her  to  perfuade  her  Lord 
to  make  it  one  of  their  fummer 
refidencies  in  turn  with  the  family 
feat.       Lord  Darnly   was    prefent 
w^hen  this  propofal  was  made,  and 
could  hardly  refrain  from  expref- 
fmg  his  fatisfadlion  (though  con- 
ftrained    to   hide   it,    for   no   one 
knew  he  had  ever  feen  her)  as  it 
flattered    him   with    the   hope  of 
again    feafting  his   eyes    on   thofe 
beauties  which  had  infpired  him 
with  the  moil  premature,  but  per- 
manent attachment. 

In  the  height  of  his  joy,  he 
could  not  help  communicating 
his  pleafurable  fenfations  to  Med- 
way  the  next  time  they  met ;  and 
the  intelligence  was  received  with 
a  degree  of  compofure  that  per- 
fuaded  him  it  would  be  produc- 
D  2  tive 
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tive  of  no  uneafinefs,  fhould  he 
take  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
"to  introduce  himfelf  to  her  fa- 
mily. No  wonder  his  Lordfhip 
was  deceived  by  that  appearance 
of  ferenity  in  his  friend ;  for,  in 
fa<Si:,  he  deceived  himfelf,  and 
knew  not  how  ill  he  could  fup- 
port  the  idea  of  her  being  united 
to  another,  though  he  entertained 
not  the  moft  diflant  hope  that  fhe 
ever  woiild  be  his. 
..- .When  the  verdure  of  fpring, 
and  the  birds  warbling  forth  their 
woodland  notes,  began  to  animate 
the  face  of  nature,  and  invite  the 
gay  inhabitants  of  the  bufthng 
metropolis  to  partake  of  its  inno- 
cent delights,  the  Pahnerfon  fa- 
mily repaired  to  Malvern  Mawr ; 
and    inftead    of    finding    an    old 

ruinous 
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ruinous"  caftle,  lurrounded  with 
mouldering  walls,  and  difficult  of 
accefs  from  the  threatening  preci- 
pice and  formidable  hills,  found 
it  the  moft  beautiful  and  ap-ree- 
able  recefs  that  could  poffibly  be 
formed  by  an  unifon  of  art  and 
nature. 

Its  late  poffeflbr  had  been  ftyled 
a  Mifanthrope,  from  his  long  fe- 
cluiion  from  the  world,  and  a 
total  abjuration  of  its  giddy  fol- 
lies ;  but  if  he  facriiiced  its  empty 
pleafures  and  fenfelefs  delights,  its 
elegant  amufements  and  rational 
enjoyments  were  ftill  his  own — r 
for  every  apartment  bore  feme 
veftiges  of  the  moft  expanded  ge- 
nius and  adlive  difpofition,  A 
variety  of  drawings,  by  his  own 
hand,  in  the  moft  mafterly  ftyle 
D  3  'of 
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of  elegance^  fhewed  his  ideas  not 
to  be  con  trailed  with   his  fphere 
of  adion  ;  and  a  library,  in  which 
the  learned,    the    gay,    or    g:ave, 
might    find    an    ample  fcope    for 
meditation,     proved,    though    he 
had  deferted  the  fociety  of  man- 
kind, he  flill  held  friendly  con- 
verfe  with  them  in  their  works, 
and   ftudied  the   living   manners, 
not  as  a  fubjedl  of  imitation,  but 
to  ftrengthen  him  in  his  opinion, 
that  a  retired  life  afforded  greater 
leifure  for  the  exercife  of  private 
virtues,  than  the  grand  theatre  of 
the  world,  in  which  cuftom  reigns 
too  predominant  for  the  good  in- 
clinations of  the  heart  to  triumph 
over  the  bad  ones.     In  a  word, 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  had  been 
devoted  to  the   practice  of  piety 

and 
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•and  good  workvS : — he  had  lived 
bleffing,  and  was  blelt  by  all 
around  him  ;  and  thole  few  hours 
of  his  time  which  were  not  em- 
ployed, in  the  fervice  of  benevo-  * 
lence,  were  paffed  in  rational  a- 
mufements,  or  exercife  conducive 
to  the  prefervation  of  his  health. 
Among  the  different  fpecies  of  the 
latter,  his  moft  favourite  one  had 
been  the  culture  and  embellifh- 
ment  of  an  ex  tenfive  garden,  which 
rendered  his  rural  abode  a  fecond 
Eden ;  and  at  the  time  when  hi$ 
noble  inheritors  came  to  take  pof- 
feffion,  was  juft  putting  forth  its 
fragrant  beauties,  and  difplayed  to 
the  admiring  eye  a  fcene  of  bloom- 
ing fweets,  fhedding  their  revi* 
ving  odours  on  all  who  approach- 
ed them. 

D  4  Lady 
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Lady  Palmerfon,  who  wanted 
only  the  fandiion  of  fafhion  to 
render  her  an  .  admirer  of  fylvan 
fcenes,  was  quite  enchanted  with 
the  acquilition;  and  the  polfeffion 
of  this  little  Jerme  orne,  gave  her 
greater  fatisfadtion  than  any  fhe 
had  ever  experienced  in  the  mofl 
coftly  manfions.  She  was  impa- 
tient till  the  approbation  of  Mifs 
Emily  Weftbrook  helped  more  to 
ftamp  its  value,  and  determined  to 
make  a  vifit  to  Glendor  before  ilie 
received  any  company  at  home.— - 
Her  brother  heard  the  orders  given 
for  her  carriage  with  delight  un- 
utterable ;  and,  as  her  Lord  was 
engaged  with  his  fteward,  offered 
to  accompany  her. 

**  As  you  plcafe,"  replied  her 
Ladyfliip,    fmiling;     **   but    you 

mull: 
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muft  fteel  your  heart,  Ned.     It  is 
not  becaufe  you  are  fo  many  miles 
from  London  you  are  to  exped:  to 
meet  only  blufliing  country  girls>. 
linking  under  confufion    at  your 
gaze^   but   divinities  of  the  inoft 
elegant  form,   and  their  manners- 
as  unembarrafled  as  their  perfons 
lovely. — At  leaft,   I  fpeak  from  a 
certainty  of  one  of  the  fifters  ;  and- 
tne  other,   I  am  told,  is  not  at  alt- 
inferior." 

The  heart  of  Lord  Darnly  ta- 
citly fubfcribed  to  tllefe  enconii-* 
urns  on  the  lovely  Emily,  yet  he 
made  no  avowal  of  ever  havin^r 
{ten  her;  but  told  her  Ladyfhip, 
in  the  fame  vein  of  pleafantry^ 
that  he  fhould  take  no  pains  to 
fhield  it  from  their  power,  as  he 
had  brought  it  uncaptured  from 
D  5  the 
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the  metropolis,     on     purpofe    to^ 
beftow  it  on  the  firft  amiable  ob- 
jedt  that  thought  the  bauble  worth 
acceptance.  —  ^'  Allons^     then," 
continued  he,   **  I  am  prepared  to 
fall  3    and   after    having    ib    long 
withftood  the    whole  artillery   of 
piercing  eyes,  and  dimpling  fmiles 
that  have  laid  clofe  fege   to  my 
liberty,    I    fhall    be    inclined    to 
make  but  faint  refiflance,  fhould 
the   fair   Weftbrooks    prove    half 
as    charming   as    your    Ladyfliip 
defcribes   them*" 

As  Emily  had  never  heard  of 
the  Palmerfon  family  being  in 
that  part  of  the  world,  nothing 
could  have  furprifed  her  more 
than  her  Ladyfliip's  arrival  at  the 
farm. 

Louifa,    Mifa     Bloomer,     and 

Emily 
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Emily  were  all  leated  in  the  cedar 
parlour; — the  two  former  em- 
ployed in  embroidering  an  ele- 
gant counterpane,  and  the  latter 
reading  to  them  a  new  dramatic 
publication,  on  which  flie  was 
criticiling  as  flie  read,  with  infi- 
nite judgment  and  vivacity;  and 
on  the  other  lide  of  the  room  fat 
Mr.  Weilbrook  and  his  worthy 
friend,  amufing  thcmfelves  with 
a  game  at  draughts. 

On  a  fudden  Mr.  Aubrey  ob- 
ferved  to  the  company,  tliat  a 
carriage,  with  attendants  in  ele- 
gant unknown  liveries,  was  dri- 
ving up  the  avenue,  and  bade  the 
ladies  prepare  themfelves  to  re- 
ceive fome  ftraneer  of  diftindion. 
— The  found  of  elegant  liveries 
would  have  been  fufficient  to 
D  6  have 
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have  roufed  Emily,  even  from  a 
trance;  fuch  effect  had  grandeur 
on  her  mind.  —  Down  went  her 
book,  and  turning  firft  Inftinc- 
tively  to  the  glafs  to  fee  how  (lie 
appeared,  £he  flew  to  the  win- 
dow, and,  to  her  utter  aftonilh- 
ment,  faw  Lord  Darnly  handing 
Lady  Pahnerfon  from  her  coach. 

Joy  fparkled  on  her  expreffive 
features. — A  damfel  of  old,  when 
delivered  from  an  enchanted  caf- 
tle,  could  not  have  experienced 
more  pleafurable  fenfations  than 
did  Emily  Weftbrook,  on  behold- 
ing vifiters  fo  flattering  to  her 
ambition. — In  a  moment  fhe  was 
at  the  door. 

**  My  dear  Lady  Palmerfon, 
to  whilt  fortunate  event  do  I  owe 
the  happinefs  of  feeing  you  here? 

It 
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It  is  an  i. honour  I  could  never 
have  expeded." — At  the  conclu- 
lion  of  this  iliort  addrefs,  a  con- 
fcious  blufh  overfpread  her  face, 
on  a  fuggcilion,  that  it  Vv^as  at  the 
inftigcltion  of  Lord  Darnly,  who, 
ihe  could  not  fail  obferving,  w^as 
very  much  ftruck  with  her  perfon 
when  he  accompanied  Medway  .in 
refcuin^  her  from  the  hands  of 
Sir  William. 

'^  That  you  Hiall  be  informed 
of  prefently. — But  come,  my  dear 
girl,  introduce  us  to  your  worthy 
family — I  long  to  be  acquainted 
with  them;  and  my  brother  is 
come  prepared  to  leave  his  heart 
behind  him.  I  give  you  this 
friendly  caution,  tliat  you  may 
not  be  at  a  lois  to  know  its  owner, 
if  you  fliould  find  fuch  an  miig^ 

niiicant 
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nificant   trifle  after  our  departure, 
and  have  no  inclination  to  detain 
It* 

In  faying  this,  her  Ladyfhip 
tript  into  the  parlour,  followed 
by  her  brother ;  when  Emily  in- 
troduced them  to  the  family 
group  with  that  eafy  politenefs, 
which  ever  diverts  a  firft  acquaint- 
ance of  the  referve  generally  at- 
tendant on  an  introdu(5lory  vifit. 
In  a  few  minutes  they  became  as 
fecial  as  if  the  intimacy  had  been 
of  a  twelvemonth  ftanding :  nor 
was  the  conversation  engroffed  by 
the  ladies  only  -,  for  both  Mr. 
Aubrey  and  Mr.  Weftbrook  were 
highly  pleafed  with  the  unre- 
ftrained  familiarity  of  their  noble 
vifitants,  and  felt  towards  them 
thofe      favourable      prepolieliions 

which 
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which  generally  terminate  in  mu- 
tual friendfliip. 

They  m^de    equal    progrefs    in 
the  good  opinion  of  Mi.is  Bloomer 
and  Louiia.     The  latter  had  never 
before  beheld  a  woman  fo  agree-* 
able   as    Lady    Palmerfon,    or   an 
objed:  fo  pleafmg  as  Lord  Darnly ; 
and,   for  the  firll  time  in  her  life, 
found  fhe  had  a  heart — but  found 
it  only  to  fee  it  depart  for  ever  in 
the  carriage  of  Lady    Palmerfon  > 
while  its  amiable  enllaver  had  no 
eyes  for  any  one  but  Emily,  whofe 
fprightly  graces,  and  pleafmg  con- 
verfe,    rivetted   the   conqueft   her 
beauty  had  before  obtained. 

It  was  a  pleafmg  intelligence  to 
every  part  of  the  family  to  learn, 
that  her  Ladyfliip  meant  to  make 
Malvern  Mawr  her  fummer's  re- 
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fidence ;  and  ihe  departed,  not 
without  receiving  a  willing  pro- 
mife  that  their  vilit  fhould  be  loon 
returned,  and  begged  that  Mifs 
Bloomer  v/ould  make  one  of  their 
friendly  coterie,    ' 

It  was  now  the  middle  of  May, 
and  that  young  lady  had  heard  no 
news  of  Sir  William's  having  given 
orders  for  the  family  manfion  to 
be  in  readinefs  againft  their  ar- 
rival. She  wondered  at  it,  efpe- 
cially  as  Lord  and  Lady  Palmer- 
fon  were  in  the  country  j'  but  fhe 
imagined  that  they  deferred  their 
journey  only  till  after  his  Ma- 
jefty's  birth-day : — had  ilie  known 
that  the  real  motive  was  the  dread 
of  encountering  the  juft  refent- 
ment  of  the  Weftbrooks,  (he 
would   h;ive  fmcerely    willied   ke 

mighf 
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might  never  again  fliew  his  face 
in  Glendor;  for  flie  was  too  great 
an  enemy  to  vice  to  forgive  a 
breach  of  honour,  even  in  a  bro- 
ther, nor  would  (he  ever  more 
have  acknowledged  him  as  fuch  : 
. — but,  happily,  flie  was  exempt 
from  the  unealinefs  fuch  a  dif- 
covery  would  have  occafioned  her, 
by  the  prudence^  with  which  it 
was  concealed. 

The  moil  friendly  intercourfe 
fubfifled  between  thefe  amiable 
females  j  and  the  male  part  were 
equally  focial.  Lord  Palmerfon, 
though  a  votary  to  pleafure  and 
diffipation,  found  more  amufe- 
ment  in  the  country  than  lie  had 
jsver;^ experienced  before;  and,  in 
^he  fociety  of  his  worthy  neigh- 
bours, felt  a  fatisfadtion  which  he 

was 
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was  conftraincd  to  acknowledge 
almoft  equal  to  that  he  enjoyed 
with  the  hon  vivants,  who  had, 
before  his  retreat  from  town,  eii- 
groffed  his  hours. 

Lord  Darnly  was  pleafed  to 
cbferve  this  change  in  his  difpo- 
fition ;  for  he  tenderly  efteemed 
his  lifter,  and  was  confcious  her 
natural  good  qualities,  and  do- 
meftic  virtues,  had  been  facriiiced 
at  the  (lirine  of  pleafure,  merely 
in  compliance  with  his  Lordihip's 
humour;  and  flattered  himfelf  ihe 
would  be  much  happier  than  flie 
had  ever  yet  been,  if  he  could  be 
brought  to  a  more  rational  mode 
of  life. 

This  young  nobleman  poflefled 
every  good  and  amiable  qualifica- 
tion,— To  fee  others  happy,  was 

being 
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beino:  fo  himfelf. — He  had  tra- 
veiled  but  to  delpife  the  foppe- 
ries of  the  age,  and  to  prefer  the 
downright  fmcerity  of  an  Eng- 
lilhman,  to  the  fulfome  flattery  of 
a  foreigner. — He  was  ihocked  at 
the  manner  in  which  moft  of  the 
nobihty  proftitute  their  time;  and 
though  he  fell  in  with  fome  of 
their  follies,  no  perfuafions  could 
ever  prevail  on  him  to  adopt  their 
vices. — He  formed  no  ideas  of 
happinefs  equal  to  that  of  a  mar- 
ried life,  where  the  parties  were  of 
fimilar  fentiments  ;  or  of  wretch- 
ednefs  equal  to  that  where  they 
were  greatly  con  trailed. — He  flat- 
tered himfelf  with  having  a  fuf- 
ficient  fliare  of  penetration  to 
avoid  fuch  an  union  as  the  latter, 
and  was  fanguine  enough  to  hope 

he 
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he  had  met  with  an  obje(fl  cal- 
culated to  h\f  is  him  with  all  the 
felicity  of  the  former. 
'  His  partiality  to  Emily  was 
foon  vifible  to  every  part  of  her 
family ;  nor  was  it  long  a  fecret 
to  his  own, — Though  a  fplendid. 
fortune  was  (according  to  fordid 
maxims)  wanting  to  render  it  aix 
eligible  union,  they  did  not  at- 
tempt to  raife  any  obftacles  to 
prevent  it,  as  the  obje(fl  was  the 
defcendant  of  honourable  ancef- 
tors,  though  untitled  ones ;  and, 
fn  point  of  perfonal  accomplifh- 
ments,  formed  to  dignify  the 
moft  exalted  fphere. 

Both  her  father  and  Mr.  Au- 
brey were  pleafcd  at  the  happy 
profpedl  which  feemed  to  await 
her. — Not  fo  much    for  the  ho-. 
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nour  of  the  alliance,  as  the 
thoughts  of  her  being  placed  in 
^  fphere  of  life  more  calculated 
to  promote  her  happinefs  than 
the  humble  vale;  a  fphere  in 
which  they  began  to  think  Pro- 
vidence had  ever  deftined  her  to 
Ihine,  or  it  would  not  have 
created  her  with  thofe  afpiring 
wifhes  which  had  ever  marked 
her  con  dud:. 

To  define  the  fentiments  of  the 
gentle  Louifa  on  this  occafion, 
is  a  tafk  not  quite  fo  eafy. — She 
rejoiced  alfo  in  her  fifler's  ap- 
proaching happinefs,  but  fhe 
could  not  conceive  that  any  part 
of  it  could  be  derived  from  his 
Lordfhip's  wealth  or  title.  All 
the  felicity  that  could  await  on 
woman,  ilie  thought  muft  center 

in 
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in  poiTeiriDg  the  heart  of  fo  ami- 
able a  man  : — one,  who,  in  her 
opinion,  would  have  been  equally 
deferving  of  afFedlion,  had  he 
boafted  none  of  thofe  advantages, 
which,  in  the  eyes  of  Emily,  were 
his  moft  powerful  recommenda- 
tions. Whenever  fhe  happened 
to  caft  on  him.  her  lovely  eyes, 
flie  felt  herfelf  agitated  with  fen- 
fations  inexplicable,  and  would 
haftily  withdraw  them,  as  if  con- 
fcious  of  having  committed  a 
crime;  for  none  would  llie  have 
deemed  greater,  than  that  of  be- 
holding, with  envious  wiihes,  the 
man  whom  Heaven  had  dellined 
as  the  hulband  of  her  filter. 

**  How  happy  are  you,  my 
dear  Emily,"  faid  flie  to  her  one 
day  as  they  were  dreffing  to  wait 

on 
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on  Lady  Palmerfon,  **  in  having 
attraded  the  attentions  of  fuch 
an  eftimable  charadler  as  Lord 
Darnly  ! — How  infinitely  fuperior 
is  he,  in  point  of  merit,  to  Sir 
William  Bloomer ;  and,  indeed, 
every  other  man  of  quality  I  ever 
yet  faw  !  —  Goodnefs  illumines 
every  expreflive  feature;  and,  if 
I  have  any  ikill  in  developing  the 
human  heart,  he  poffefles  one  re- 
plete with  every  virtue. — I  can- 
not think  how  you  can  hear  him 
with  that  indifference  which 
fometimes  is  diicernable  in  your 
behaviour,  even  amidft  his  ten- 
dereft  attentions  to  you.  It  is 
cruel  to  trifle  with  the  happi- 
nefs  of  a  man  who  lives  but  in  your 
fmiles ',  and  who,  I  am  perfuaded, 

is  valuable  to  your  heart/' 

*•  His 
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**  His  Lorddiip  is  much  o- 
bliged  to  you,  my  dear,"  replied 
Emily,  laughing,  **  for  being  fo 
warm  an  advocate  in  hi-s  caufe* 
I  acknowledge  he  pofleiTes  all  the 
merit  you  afcribe  to  him ;  but 
Were  it  tindtured  with  a  greater 
degree  of  fpirits,  he  would  be  a 
far.  more  agreeable  companion. 
It  is  a  thoufand  pities  he  had  not 
difcernment  enough  to  make 
choice  of  your  fedate  ladyfhip; 
for  I  am  fure  you  would  have 
proved  by  far  the  moft  eligible 
helpmate: — but  as  chance  hail 
thrown  him  and  his  title  at  ray- 
feet,  I  muft  .accept  the  giftj 
though  I  muft  be  candid  enbugh 
to  acknowledge,  that  had  the  of- 
fer"'  been  unaccompanied  by  that 
alluring' appendage,  I  fhould  have 

been 
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been  little  tempted  to  have  yielded 
up  to  him  my  precious  freedom." 

**  Giddy  girl!"  exclaimed  Lou- 
ila,  aftoniflied  at  this  confeffion. 
**  Is  it  poflibleyou  can  be  infenfible 
to  the  innumerable  attractions  that 
adorn  the  title  on  which  you  place 
your  happinefs  ?  If  fo.  Lord  Darn- 
ly  is  deferving  of  a  better  fate — but 
I  cannot  believe  thefe  are  your  ge- 
nuine fentiments." 

A  deep  figh  accompanied  thefe 
words  ;  and  any  one,  who  had  been 
lefs  engroffed  by  thofe  fplendid 
ideas  which  filled  the  mind  of 
Emily,  might  have  difcovered,  that 
from  her  own  fenfations  flie  judg- 
ed of  hers. 

During  their  drive  to  Malve;*n 

Mawr,  in  which  they  were  accom- 

panied  by  Mifs  Bloomer,  the  fub- 

jed;  was  again  brought  upon   the 
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tapis,  and  Selina's  encomiums  on 
his  Lordlhip  were  proportioned  to 
Mifs  Weftbrook's.  She  had  heard 
fuch  a  charadler  of  him,  for  fo- 
briety,  benevolence,  and  all  their 
attendant  virtues,  from  an  old  La- 
dy who  vifited  her  aunt,  that  fhe 
could  not  help  congratulating 
Emily  as  the  moft  fortunate  of 
women. 

*'  My  fifter  ought  to  think  her- 
felf  fo  indeed,  (faid  Louifa)  but 
there  is  in  this  world  ever  fome- 
thing  wanting  to  compleat  our 
happinefs.  X>ord  Darnly  would  be 
more  agreeable  to  her  if  he  poflef- 
fed  a  greater  degree  of  livelinefs ; 
while  that  very  deficiency  is,  in 
my  opinion,  his  greateft  merit :  for 
a  vivacious,  rattling  lover,  would 
have  little  chance  of  gaining  my 
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cfteem,  or  of  impreffing  me  with  a 
belief  that  his  own  profeffions  of 
afFedtion  were  fincere.  It  is,  how- 
ever, a  proof  that  he  is  no  enemy 
to  vivacity  (though  his  heart  may 
at  prefent  yield  to  more  gentle 
impulfes)  by  his  attachment  to  one 
who  fo  much  abounds  with  it." 

**  True,  my  dear,"  replied  Se- 
lina,  '^  and  I  think  that  feriouf- 
nefs  which  difpleafes  her,  is  the 
greateft  proof  he  can  give  your 
fifter  of  his  tendernefs  aiid  fmce- 
rity:  for  the  heart,  foffened  by 
love,  is  feldom,  I  believe,  the  a- 
bode  of  mirth/* 

''  You  both  expatiate  moft  feel- 
ingly on  the  fubject  (interrupted 
Emily)  but  my  dear  girls,  a  truce 
to  your  encomiums,  and  believe 
that  I  am  equally  fenfible  of  Lord 
E  2  Dnrnly's 
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Darnly's  merit  as  yourfelves;  but 
the  moft  amiable  qualifications  af- 
fecft  not  all  hearts  alike.  I  will 
not  difown  that  I  have  feen  the 
man  whom  I  fhould  prefer  to  him, 
yet  no  vivacious  rattling  fop,  but 
a  mortal  as  fedate  and  unfailiiona- 
bly  virtuous  as  himfelf;  but,  alas! 
he  wants  thofe  fplendid  recommen- 
dations which  give  his  Lordfliip  a 
claim  to  preference,  and  therefore 
he  is  thought  of  as  one  whom  I 
have  never  feea." 

"  Good  Heavens !  (cried  Lou- 
ifa)  is  it  poffible  you  ihould  ever, 
my  dear  Emily,  have  feen  a  man 
more  deferving  of  affeffion  than 
his  Lordlhip,  and  yet  flatter  him 
with  the  idea  of  his  being  dearefh 
to  you  on  earth  ?  for  furely  he  muft 
think  fo,  or  he  would  not  be   io 
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anxious     to    unite  his  fate    with 
yours." 

*^  I  do  not  fay.,  my  dear,  that  I 
have  ktn  one  more  deferving,  but 
one  whofe  manners  and  perfon 
have  made  a  greater  impreffion  on 
my  mind,  though  prudence  for- 
bids me  to  lillien  to  his  addrefles. 
Opinion,  you  know,  is  every  thing 
in  thefe  affairs.  But  1  flatter  my- 
felf,  though  1  am  jiot  defperately 
in  love  with  Lord  Darnly,  I  fhall 
make  him  as  happy  as  mofl  mar- 
ried men  are,  and  prove  my  felf  as 
deferving  the  Qiftind:ion  as  any  fe- 
male he  could  have  fixed  on  in  this 
trifling  age.  And  befides,  expe- 
rience will  inform  us,  that  the 
mofl  violent  love  is  not  always 
the  mofl  durable.'' 

'*  And    yet,     Emily    (returned 
E  3  Mifs 
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Mifs  Bloomer)  **  I  will  lay  my  life 
you  would  not  marry  any  one  of  in- 
ferior rank  without  feeling  for  him 
more  than  a  luke-warm  paiTion." 

**  You  fcrutinize  too  nicely,  Se- 
lina — that  is  a  fubjedt  on  which  I 
have  not  yet  beftowed  any  very  fe* 
rious  refledtions.'' 

More  could  not  then  be  faid;  the 
carriage  flopped  at  LordPalmer- 
fon's,  and  his  amiable  brother  was 
-ready  to  hand  the  Ladies  from  it. 

*5  I  have  been  dying  with  the 
head-ach  (faid  his  Lordiliip  to 
Emily,  in  a  half  whifper  as  he 
led  her  to  the  houfe)  and  nothing 
but  your  enlivening  prefence  could 
have  pov/er  to  draw  me  from  my 
chamber/' 

This  fpeech  was  not  articulat- 
ed fo  low  as  to  efcape  Louifa,  and 
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conveyed   inftantly  to  her  heart  a 
pain   equally   poignant  as  that  he 
complained  of  in  his  head.      Her 
gentle   foul  was  ever   tremblingly 
alive  to  every  tender  feeling.     An 
animal    in  diftrefs  would  have  ex- 
cited her   fympathy;   but  to  hear 
the  man  in  whofe    happinefs    llie 
found  herfelf  fo  greatly  interefted, 
complain  of  illnefs,  was  fufficient 
to  overwhelm  her  with  melancho- 
ly the  remainder  of  the  day. 

After  dinner,  the  company 
(which  confiftcd  of  feveral  other 
agreeable  families  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Malvern  Mawr)  re- 
tired into  the  garden ;  and  as  the 
weather  was  unufually  warm  for 
the  early  feafon  of  the  year.  Lady 
Palmerfon  ordered  the  tea  equi- 
page to  be  brought  inio  one  of  the 
E  4  pavi- 
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pavilions,  and  with  it  a  card  table, 
for    the  amufement  of  thofe  who 
were  not  difpofed  for  a  ramble. 

Moil  of  the  younger  portion  of 
the  company  were  Icattered  in  little 
parties,  over  the  moft  beautiful  and 
romantic  fpot  of  earth  that  ever 
was  cultivated  by  the  hand  of  art, 
while  thofe  lefs  charmed  with  ver- 
nal fcenes,  had  form^ed  a  party  at 
quadrille;  when  on  a  fudden,  the 
ferenity  of  the  latter  was  difturb- 
cd  by  diftant  founds  of  diftrefs, 
which  feemed  to  ifliie  from  a  re- 
tired part  of  the  garden. 

In  a  few  minutes  all  the  com- 
pany were  aflembled  at  the  fpot 
from  whence  the  cries  proceeded, 
and  arrived  juft  time  enough  to  fee 
Lord  Darnly  in  the  midtl:  of  the 
canal,    dragging  a  young   woman 

out 
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out  of  It,  to  all  appearance  life- 
lels  :  while  Emilv,  fearin^^  his 
health  would  tall  a  lacriiice  to 
his  humanity,  wasfcreamingloud- 
ly  for  affi fiance. 

Louifa  and  her  friend  were  fore- 
mod  of  the  company,  and  the 
former  no  fooner  beheld  this  fcene 
of  woe,  than  Ihe  funk  fenfelels 
on  the  grafs,  and  exhibited  a  fpec- 
tacle  almoft  as  pitiable  as  that 
which  h.id  induced  his  Lordfliip 
to  plunge  into  the  water. 

The  body  of  the  fair  fuicide 
was  conveyed  by  the  fervants  to 
the  houfe,  while  the  attentions  of 
Lady  Palmerfon,  Emily,  and  Mifs 
Eloomer  were  wholly  engrofTed 
in  endeavouring  to  efted:  the  revi- 
val of  Louifa;  but  for  fome  mi- 
nutes all  attentions  were  in  vain : 
E  5  at 
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at  length   flie  opened  her   lovely 
eyes,  and  cafting  them  wildly  round 
her,  articulated  fome  unintelligible 
words,  and  then    doled  them    as 
before.     Lord  Darnly    (who    had 
fuftained    no    other     injury    than 
wetting  his  cloaths)  was  uniting 
his  efforts   with  the   refi:,  and   in 
the  moft  foothing  language  endea- 
vouring  to    recall  Louiia's    wan- 
dering fenfes;  when  his  fifter  ob- 
ferved  that  he  would  catch  cold  if 
he  did  not  immediately  change  his 
drefs.     **  Do,  pray  my  Lord,  re- 
tire from  the  garden,'*  continued 
her  Ladyfhip,  **  and  leave  the  care 
of  Mifs  Weflbrook  to  us  females. 
She  will  foon,  I  hope,  be  better. 
See  the  colour  begins  to  reanimate 
her  lips  !    If   we   can    but   once 
make    her  fenfible   that   you    are 

fafe, 
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fafe,  all  will   be  well :  for    I  re- 
ally believe  ihe  was  afFedled   more 
from   apprehenfions   of  your  dan- 
ger  than    any    thing    elfe.       The 
dear  girl  is  polleiled  of  fuch  a  fyni-  V,^ 
pathetic    heart,    that  fhe   feels   as 
much    from    imaghjaryy    as    from  "^^ 
r^^/ misfortunes.     It  is  happy  thatT^^^ 
Emily  has  greater  fpirits/'  ''"t^ 

Her  Ladylliip  pronounced  this 
with  a  peculiar  energy.  Her  bro- 
ther's happinefs  was  very  dear  to 
her;  and  fond  as  flie  was  of  Emi- 
ly V/eftbrook,  fhe  had  difcernment 
enough  to  fee  that  he  was  not  re- 
garded by  her  with  that  degree  of 
tender nefs  he  might  have  been  by , 
Louifa,  had  his  fate  deftined  him 
to  have  beheld  her  with  an  equal 
(hare  of  partiality. 

Their   united  efforts  at  length 
E-  6  ^eiloJ^ei 
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reftored  her  to  life;  when,  with 
an  agitation  which  proved  how 
greatly  fhe  was  intereftcd  in  the 
enquiry,  the  firft  fentence  flie  ut- 
tered was,  **  How  is  Lord  Darnly  ? 
I  hope  he  wiH  not  be  the  vidtim 
of  his  humanity !  I  have  caufed  a 
deal  of  trouble,  but  indeed  I  could 
not  help  it>  I  trembled  fo  at  his 
danger.  If  he  had  been  drowned, . 
what  a  lofs  to  his  friends — what  a 
misfortune  to  my  fifter  !  As  it  is,  I 
fear  his  health  will  receive  much: 
injury,  ill  as  he  was  before  too — 
Leave  me,,  dear  Emily,  and  fee  if 
you  can  render  him  any  fervice; 
he  ftands  far  more  in  need  of  it 
than  I  do.  I  am  v^  ell  now — and 
your  attentions  will  be  fo  confola- 
tory  to  him !  All  this  attendance 
on  me  has,  I  fear,  robbed  him  of 

that 
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that  afliftance  he  perhaps  required^ 
Come,  let  us  go  in,  I  can  walk 
now;"  and  leaning  her  trembling 
arm  upon  Selina's,  they  were  all 
direvfling  their  courfe  towards  the 
houie,  when  they  beheld  his  Lord- 
fliip  coming  up  the  walk  to  meet 
them. 

The  fight  of  him,,  apparently  no 
worfe  for  the  accident,,  threw  a 
gleam  of  pleafure  over  Louifa's  lan- 
guid features,  but  her  confufion  and 
agitation  of  fplrits,  when  he  ex- 
prefled  his  concern  for  having  been 
the  caufe  of  her  indifpofition,  al- 
moft  reduced  her  to  the  fame  ftate 
again;  for  it  ledhier  to  fear  fhe  had 
betrayed  too  much  the  fituation  of 
her  heart,  and  the  idea  overwhelm- 
ed her  v/ith  fhame. 

To  banifh  any  fufpicions  of  that 

nature^ 
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nature,  fhe  endeavoured  to  appear 
more  compofed :  and,  little  as  flie 
had  been  accuftomed  to  diffimu- 
lation,  made  fo  many  enquiries, 
and  appeared  fo  very^  much  inter- 
efted  in  the  fate  of  the  young  wo- 
man who  had  been  the  unfortu- 
nate caufe  of  all  this  confufion,. 
that  it  muft  have  been  a  nice  dif- 
cerner  who  could  have  difcovered 
whether  her  recent  emotions  had 
been  produced  by  the  natural  feel- 
ings of  humanity,  or  a  particular 
intereft  in  the  fafety  of  the  object 
who  had  attempted  her  preferva- 
tion. 

The  converfation  then  became 
general,  and  all  appeared  anxious  to 
learn  the  motives  of  this  ralli  ac- 
tion, but  were  obliged  for  a  time 
to  fufpend   their  curiofity,  as   his 

Lordfliip 
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Lordfliip  was  equally  a  ftranger  to 
the  caufc  as  themfclves.  All  he  had 
learnt,  when  he  went  in  to  change 
his  cloaths,  was>  that  fhe  was  the 
daughter  of  one  of  his  brother's 
tenants,  and  was  married  but  a  few 
days  before .     He  had  given  orders, 
he  faid,.  that  her  parents  and  huf- 
band  fhould  beinformed  of  the  fa-  , 
tal  cataftrophe,  and,  till  their  ar- 
rival, no  reafons  could  with  juflice 
be  affigned  for  her  having  commit- 
ted this  defperate  adt,  though  va- 
rious ones  had  been  fpoken  of  by 
the  domeftlcs,  as  foon  as  the  body 
was  carried  into  the  houfe. 

**  And  who  has  undertaken  to 
convey  the  mournful  intelligence 
to  thefe  unfortunate  people  ?  (afk- 
ed  Louifawith  a  fympathetic  figh) 
it  fhould  not  be  the  taik  of  an  un- 


feeling heart," 


(e 


You 
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'^  You  may  be  fure,  my  dear,''' 
replied  Emily,  '*  that  his  Lord- 
fliip  has  employed  a  proper  per- 
fon.  But  come,  let  us  return  to 
the  pavilion,  it  is  proper  tachange 
th€  lubje(ft  till  a  cup  of  coffee  has 
reftored  your  fpirits,  or  your  health 
will  be  injured  by  an  indulgence 
of  your-  melancholy  refledlions.'* 

*'  The  emotions,  and  tender 
feelings  of  your  fifter  on  this  oc- 
cafion  (faid  his  Lordfliip)  do  ho- 
nour to  her  heart...  Neverthelefs,  I 
am,  my  dear  Emily,  of  your  opi- 
nion, that  it  is  necelfary  to  reftrain 
them*'  And  taking  an  arm  of 
each,  he  led  them  to  the  tea-table, 
where  her.  Ladyfliip  was  already 
feated  with  the  greateft  part  of  her 
company. 

Had  not. the  heart  of  Lord  Darn- 
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ly  been  fortified  with  tlie  tendereft 
affedlion  for  her  fifter,  it  certainly 
muft  have  yielded  to  the  delicate 
beauties,  and  interefting  fenfibili- 
ty  which  accompanied  every  word 
and  adtion  of  the  fweet  Louifa : 
but  his  whole  foul  was  engroiffed 
by  the  fafcinating  livelinefs  of  the 
former,  though  there  were  fcafons, 
in  which  he  moft  fincerely  wifhed 
her  fprightlinefs  was  tempered 
with  a  little  of  that  gentlenefs 
which  fo  ftrongly  characterized  the 
latter. 

He  felt  for  Emily  the  moft  ar- 
dent and  enthufiaftic  paffion,  for 
Louifa  all  the  tendernefs  and  af- 
fedlion  of  a  brother;  and,  next  to 
that  of  her  fifter,  was  more  inte- 
r^fted  in  her  happinefs  than  of 
4ny   perfon  living.     Had  he  pof- 

feffed. 
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fefled  that  vanity  which  taints  the 
charafter  of  moft  young  men  of 
the  age,  he  could  not  have  been 
infenfible  of  the  imprellion  he  had 
made  on  her  gentle  heart;  but  lefs 
vain  of  his  own  perfecliohs,  than 
to  imagine  their  influence  fo  ex- 
tenfive,  he  had  no  idea  of  being 
honoured  by  her  with  a  warmer 
attachment  than  that  of  friend- 
fliip,  and  was  pleafed  with  that 
diftindlion,  from  the  laudable 
fource  of  being  approved  by  the 
deareft  relative-  of  his  beloved  E- 
mily. 

After  tea.  Lady  Palmerfon,  with 
her  three  young  friends,  took  an 
opportunity  of  withdrawing  while 
the  reft  of  the  company  were  en- 
gaged in  obfervations  on  fome  dif- 
tant  profpedls  -,  and  giving   Lord 

Darnly 
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Darnly  the  hint  to  follow  them,, 
they  went  into  the  houfe,  to  learn 
if  the  friends  of  the  unfortunate 
ypung  woman  were  yet  arrived. 

On  entering  the  hall,  they  found 
the  afflicted  parents  weeping  over 
the  body  of  their  ill-fated  child ^ 
Her  hulband,  unable  to  fupport  the 
aifefting  fcene,  had  fliut  himfelf 
up  in  his  room,  and  awaited  their 
return  with  the  corpfe  of  his  be- 
loved Nancy,  to  brood  in  private 
over  his  woes :  for  though  want 
of  mutual  afFeftion  had  rendered 
their  marriage  inaufpiciqus,  he  fin- 
cerely  loved  her,  and  to  have  pre- 
served her  life  would  have  facri- 
ficed  his  own. 

From  the  weeping  mother  they 
learnt,  that  fhe  had  been  long  lov- 
ed by  a  young  man  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood,... 
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bourhood,  who  boafted  no  poffef-'- 
fions  but  induftry  and  an  honell: 
heart.  **  My  poor  Nancy,"  con- 
tinued the  fobbing  parent,  **  was. 
too  fenfible  of  his  worth  ,*  but  his 
want  of  money  was  a  hindrance 
to  the  match.  She  had  pride  c- 
nough  to  difdain  the  thoughts  of 
being  a  poor  man's  wife ;  and  tho*" 
fhe  loved  him  to  her  foul,  would" 
not  encourage  his  fuit.  That  fhe 
might  quite  drive  him  from  her 
thoughts,  fhe  went  to  ^1  the  fairs 
and  every  place  of  merriment, 
wherever  fhe  was  invited,  and  wc 
loved  her  too  well  to  contradi(ft 
her  in  any  thing  fhe  had  a  mind  to 
do.  At  one  of  thofe  places,  a 
topping  farrner,,  whofe  name  is 
Peat,  fell  in  love-with  her  (excufe 
me;  ladies,  for  praifmg  my  own 

child ; 
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child  ;   but  even  in  death  you  may 
fee  ilie  had  as  pretty  a  face  as  one 
fliall  look  on  in  a  fammer's  day) 
and  as  he  was  a  well -looking  young- 
man,  and  had  a.  power  of  money, 
ilie  thought  fhe  could  not  do  bet- 
ter than  marry  him,  as  it  would  fet 
her  above  half  the  girls  in  the  pa- 
rifh;  and  therefore,  about  a  month 
ago,  the  bands  were  put  up,    and 
they  were  married  laft  week.  As  her 
hulband  feemed  very  fond  of  her, 
we  hoped  fhe  would  be  happy;  but 
as  pride,  more  than  value  for   the 
young  fellow,  had  prevailed  on  her 
to  liften   to  his   courtfhip,   it  was 
hardly   to    be    expected    that    flie 
fliould.     We  however  pleafed  our- 
felves  at  her  being  fettled  fo  much 
beyond  our  expe(ftations ;  but  there 
is  no   happinefs    to    be   depended 

on 
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on  in  this  world !  Our  poor  Nancy 
was  yefterday  morning  trimming 
up  a  new  filk  gown,  and  making 
a  fine  wired  cap  to  make  her  ap- 
pearance in  at  church  next  Sunday 
(pleafing  herfelf,  no  doubt,  all  the 
while  at  the  envy  it  would  occa- 
fion  among  our  farmers  daughters) 
•when  a  young  woman  came  into 
the  houfe,  and  throwing  herfelf  on 
a  chair,  —  I  have  heard  fid  n-ews, 
Mrs.  Peat  (faid  fhe)  they  fay  young 
Goodman  has  hung  himfelf  in 
the  great  tythe-barn,  behind  the 
church. — They  fay  too,  it's  for 
love  of  you. — He  lifted  himfelf  for 
a  foldier  laft  week,  but  his  friends 
bought  him  off,  though  it  coll 
them  almoft  all  the  money  they 
had  in  the  world  :— but  he  was  de- 
termined,  if  he   could  not  die  by 

other 
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other  peoples  hands,  to  die  by  his 
own,  and  fo  has  even  done  it  in 
the  fad  manner  I  have  told  you.— 
If  it  was  for  love  of  you,  what  a 
fin  you  muft  have  to  anfwer  for  ! 
1  am  fure  I  would  not  be  in  your 
fkin  for  all  the  money  mafler  Peat 
has,  for  I  fhould  expedl  Good- 
man's ghoft  to  haunt  me  every 
where ! 

**  My  poor  girl,  you  muft  think, 
ladies,  was  in  a  fad  taking;  fhe 
fwooned  away,  and  they  were  forc- 
ed to  fend  for  me.  I  drove  the  fau- 
cy  flut  out  of  doors,  that  fo  brutifh- 
ly  told  her  of  this  fad  difafler,  and 
did  all  I  could  to  recover  my  poor 
child  before  her  hufband  came  in  ; 
for  I  thought  her  taking  it  fo  to 
heart  would  make  words  between 
them, 

#  '*  When 
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'*'  When  (he  recovered,  a  tho- 
rough fit  of  crying  feemed  to  take 
the  load  off  of  her  mind,  and  fhe 
feemed  pretty  eafy  all  the  reft  of 
the  day;  but  her  hufband  fays, 
flie  could  not  reft  all  night,  but 
-ftaj[ted  every  minute,  as  if  fhe  was 
fe^ghtened.  She  dined  with  me 
to  day,  and,  as  I  thought,  left  me 
to  go  home  about  four  o'clock ; 
but  inftead  of  that  ihe  went  di- 
re<5tly  to  mafter  Goodman's,  and 
after  looking  at  the  corpfe  of  his 
fon,  and  crying  over  it,  turned 
her  fteps  towards  my  Lord's  fifh- 
pond,  and  threw  herfelf  into  the 
w^ater  when  there  was  none  at  hand  \ 
to  fave  her. — See,  ladies,  to  what 
an  untimely  end  her  pride  has 
brought  her  !--but  for  that,  ihe  had  1 
ftill  been  alive  and  happy." — Here 

the 
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the  poor  woman  ended  her  tragic 
tale,  and  poured  torrents  of  tears^ 
over  the  body  of  her  child. 

Though    delivered    in    fuch    a 

ruftic    ftyle,   the    good    vi^oman's 

ftory  made  the  greatefl  impreflion 

on   the  minds   of  her  female  |u- 

ditors  ;   but  none  felt  the  force  of 

it    more    than    Emily. — At   that 

inflant,  the  idea  of  Medway  darted 

acrofs  her   thoughts,  and  in   this 

recent  picfture  of  woe  £he   found 

a  theme  for  comparifons,   not  the 

moft  conducive  to  her  happinefs  : 

but  as  fhe  was   never  difpofed  to 

encourage  difagreeable  reflecftions, 

{he  foon   baniihed  them  from  her 

thoughts,  by  calling  to  her  affift- 

ance    fubjedts   more    flattering  to 

her  vanity :  for  it  is  certain,  her 

encouragement   to  Lord  Darnly's 

VOL.  II.  F  addref- 
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addrefles  was  more  the  refult  of 
that,  than   any   real    afFedlion   flie 
pcflefTed  for  him. 

They  ail  united  in  comforting 
the  unhappy  mother  as  much  as  in 
their  power,  and  then  returned  to 
the  company,  where  the  pathetic 
tale  was  again  difcufTed ;  and  while 
the  tender-hearted  Louifa  moraliz- 
ed on  the  unhappy  efFecfts  of  ambi- 
tion, tears  chafed  each  other  ia 
quick  faccelTion  down  her  cheeks, 
while  thofe  of  her  lifter  were  fuf- 
fufed  with  confcious  blufhes. 

Before  their  departure  from 
Malvern  Mawr,  in  a  little  ramble 
through  the  grove.  Lord  Darnly 
took  an  opportunity  of -i^epeating 
his  tend  r  tale  to  his  beloved 
Emily ;  ard,  in  a  bnguage  too 
eloquent  to  be  refifted,  prevailed 


on 
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on  her  to  permit  him  to  make 
propofals  to  her  father,  which 
were  too  advantageous  to  leave  a 
probability  of  their  being  re- 
jedled. 

In    moft    modern    lovers    fuch 
preliminaries  are  the  firft  objeft, 
and  the  confent  of  the  parent  pre- 
cedes that  of  the  daughter;   but 
his  LordlTiip  was  one  of  thofe  who 
have  too  much  generofity  to  avail 
themfelves  of  a  father's  commands 
to   be    favourably    received. — He 
perfuaded  himfelf  he  was  beloved ; 
ani  on  the  ftrength  of  that  idea, 
ventured  to  propofe  himfelf  as  the 
future  hufband  of  one,  whofe  per- 
fonal  graces,  and  mental  qualifi-* 
cations,    he    judged    a    fufficient 
equivalent  for  fuch  an  offer^  with- 
F  2  out 
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out  the  appendage  of  an  extenfive 
fortune. 

The  fa tisfad ion  of  Emily,  after 
her  return  from  her  walk,  was 
too  evident  to  be  concealed.  Such 
a  propofal,  from  the  attentions  of 
her  lover,  •  had  been  fome  time 
anticipated;  but  the  glittering 
profpe(5l  being  now  rcalifed,  plea- 
fure  danced  on  every  feature  of 
her  expreffive  face.  Title,  equi- 
page, and  jewels,  dazzled  her  ima- 
gination ;  and  the  found  of  Lady 
Darnly  vibrated  fo  powerfully  on 
her  ears,  that  it  was  impoffible 
for  any  fubjecft,  lefs  interefling,  to 
occupy,  for  a  fingle  moment,  any 
of  her  thoughts. 

The  enfuing  day  had  been  fixed 
on  for  his  Lordfhip's  vifit  to  Mr. 

Wcfl- 
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Weflbrook ;  and  when  he  handed 
the  lovely  trio  to  their  carriage, 
he  hinted  his  impatience  for  the 
morrow  in  a  manner  fo  very 
energetic,  that  both  Louifa  and 
her  friend  were  led  to  imagine 
fome  great  event  was  dependant 
on  its  arrival. 

They  had  not,  how^ever,  long  to 
continue  in  fufpenfe;  for  Emily, 
with  that  franknefs  generally  pe- 
culiar to  her  difpoiition,  acquaint- 
ed them,  as  foon  as  the  carriage 
drove  off,  with  what  had  paffed 
betw^een  herfelf  and  lover. 

When  they  fet  Mifs  Bloomer 
down  at  her  aunt*s,  they  learnt  that 
the  family  of  Sir  William  was  ex- 
pected at  Glendor  the  beginning 
of  the  following:  week:  and  3e- 
lina,  little  fufpecling  the  pain 
F   3  \\'hich 
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which  this  intelligence  gave  her 
friend,  rejoiced  infinitely  at  the 
news,  as  flie  v/as  become  very 
impatient  to  fee  her  brother  and 
fifterj  and  m.ore  fo  to  embrace 
their  little  Emily,  whofe  infan- 
tine charms  had  already  been  the 
fubjed:  of  much  panegyric  from 
the  partial  mother. 

**  What  a  charming  addition  to 
Qur  parties  (cried  flie)  and  as  I  make 
no  doubt  but  Lady  Bloomer  is  be- 
come more  domeftic  fmce  her  ly  ing- 
in,  (he  w^ill  enjoy  our  rural  pleafures 
with  a  much  higher  goilt  than  when 
fhe  was  laft  among  us.  How  will 
they  be  furpriied,  my  dear  Emily, 
to  hear  of  your  approLiching  uni- 
on with  Lord  Darnly  !  I  am  fure 
it  is  a  profped  on  which  they  will 
be  highly  felicitated;  for  I  really 

believe 
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believe  my  lijfter  feels  for  you  the 
warmeft  friendlliip.  She  has  wrote 
to  me  but  once  fince  you  left  her, 
and  then  her  letters  were  filled 
with  encomiums  on  you. — But  fhe 
protefted  (he  would  chide  you  for 
your  filence. — So  you  muft  now 
prepare  your  excufes." 

Selina  was  too  much  elevated 
to  obferve  the  embarralTment  of 
JEmily,  though  almofl  too  vifible 
to  pafs  unnoticed  5  and  Mrs.  Al- 
worthy  joining  her  in  extorting 
from  the  ladies  a  promife  of  paf- 
fing  the  firft  leifure  day  they  had 
.at  her  cottage,  the  converfation 
took  another  turn,  which  helped 
to  wear  it  off;  and  after  chatting 
half  an  hour,  they  drove  home, 
but  not  in  very  exhilarated  fpirits, 
for  Louifa  found  herfelf  depi-eiied, 
F  4  with- 
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without  being  able  to  aflign  a 
caufc;  and  the  heart  of  Emily  un- 
derwent the  moll:  horrid  alarms, 
for  fear  that  the  fio:ht  of  her 
iliould  again  revive  Sir  William's 
lawlefs  paffion,  and  inftigate  him 
to  attempt  fome  barrier  to  her 
marriage  :  but  fhe  flattered  herfelf, 
as  he  was  not  prepared  for  fuch  a 
piece  of  intelligence,  he  could  not 
then  have  formed  any  plan  againft 
her ;  and  that  as  Lord  Darnly  was 
acquainted  with  his  criminal  at- 
tachment, his  protedlion  would  fe- 
cure  her  from  future  attempts. 
Her  principal  care  was,  how  fhe 
fhould  conduct  herfelf  with  cool- 
nefs  to  the  Baronet,  and  give  no 
caufe  of  fufpicion  to  his  lady. 
Thus  were  both  fifters  occupied 
with   difagreeable  reflexion?,  and 

inflead 
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inftercd  of  entertaining  their  wor- 
thy parent  with  the  palt  occur- 
rences of  the  day,  their  natural  in- 
nocent vivacity  was  clouded  by 
thou.oht,  and  for  fome  time  hard- 
ly  fuffered  them  to  give  rational 
anfwers  to  the  numerous  queftions 
alternatelv  put  to  them,  both  by 
him  and  Mr.  Aabrey. 

After  fupper,  the  gloom  began 
in  fome  meafure  to  diffipate,  and 
the  mournful  accident  of  the  af- 
ternoon became  their  fubjedl,  when 
the  old  gentlemen  were  unanimous 
in  cenfuring  the  unfortunate  fui- 
cide  fol*  her   ill-judged  pride. 

'*  Is  it  poiTible  (faid  Mr,  Aubrey) 
that  any  rational  woman  can  place 
her  happinefs  in  excelling  her 
neighbours  in  finery  ;  and,  to  ac- 
quire a  precedency  among  them, 
F  5  yield 
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yield  her  hand,  while  her  heart 
ilrongly  oppofes  the  facrifice  ? 
Such  an  one  hardly  deferves  our 
pity,  whatever  be  the  confequen- 
ces  of  her  folly.  Had  an  arbitra- 
ly  parent,  from  interefted  motives, 
forced  her  to  fuch  an  union,  every 
feeling  heart  muft  have  fympa- 
thized  in  her  diftrefs;  but  as  flie 
chofe  to  barter  her  felicity  for 
fuch  an  inconfiderate  fatisfadlion, 
the  poor  young  fellow,  who  had  the 
misfortune  to  place  on  her  his  af- 
fedions,  is  by  far  the  mofl  piti- 
■able  objecfl  of  the  two." 

"I  am  of  your  opinion,  my 
good  friend  (fiid  Mr.  Weftbrook) 
but  cannot  help  attributing  the 
conduct  of  this  young  woman 
more  to  the  force  of  an  unculti- 
vated mind,  than  an  error  of  judg- 
ment. 
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ment.  Liberal  ideas,  though  they 
are  fome times  inherent,  are  more 
generally  the  produce  of  a  liberal 
education.     I  confefs,  it  is  feldoni 
that  the  inftrudtions   of  youth  are 
fo  condudled,  as  to  inftill  in  them  a 
proper  eilimation  of  the  goods  of 
this  life,  for  they  defpife,  as  often 
as  they  over-rate  their  value.    We 
have  one   day,  inftances   of  young 
ladies    contemning  all  the  advan- 
tages  of  birth  and    fplendid  for- 
tune,   m.atching    themfelves    with 
footmen,    and  degenerating    from 
their  original  grandeur  to  Plebeian 
meannefs.  Another  day  we  hear  of 
w^omen  who  facrifice  themfelves, 
in  all    the   bloom    of  youth    and 
beauty,  to  impotence  and  old  age, 
even  when  accompanied  with  per- 
fonal   deformity,  for  the  pleafure 
F  6  of 
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of  out-blazoning  their  neighbours 
in  drefs  and  jewels.  Such  is  the 
caprice  of  human  nature!  But  we 
very  feldom  have  an  inflance  of  the 
latter,  where  the  heart  is  prepoiTef- 
fed  in  favour  of  another  objeft. 
When  affedtion  did:ates  the  con- 
dudl,  though  it  fhould  unfortu- 
nately lead  to  an  imprudent  adlion, 
we  naturally  blend  pity  with  our 
cenfure ;  but  thofe  misfortunes 
which  originate  from  fordid  in- 
clinations, or  ill-grounded  ambi- 
tion, excite  only  our  contempt. 
However  uncommon  fuch  a  de- 
claration may  be  in  a  parent,  I 
could  much  fooner  pardon  a  child 
who  fuffered  herfelf  to  be  govern- 
ed by  her  tenderncfs,  though  it 
led  to  an  imprudent  match,  than 
forgive    her,    if,  in    oppofition  to 

her 


Memoirs  of  Emily  Westbrook.  109 
her  own  inclinations,  flie  could 
wed  herfelf  to  fplendid  wretched- 
nefs,  and  proflitute  her  perfon  for 
that  empty  gew  gaw,  wealth;  for 
an  interefted  marriage  is  at  befl:  but 
legal  proftitution  —  it  indicates,  in 
my  opinion,  an  indelicacy  of  fen- 
timent  that  totally  fuUies  the  cha- 
racfter  of  a  modeft  woman ;  efpe- 
ciallv  thofe  women  whofe  educa- 
tion is  fuppofed  to  have  furnilhed 
them  wdth  more  reafonable  ideas 
of  happinefs.  But  we  cannot  cer- 
tainly exped:  to  find  pearls  among 
rubbifh;  therefore  the  mofl  fa- 
vourable conftrud:ion  we  can  put 
on  the  condud:  of  the  unfortunate 
woman,  whofe  melancholy  exit 
gave  birth  to  thefe  reflexions,  is, 
that  want  of  education  left  her 
unfurni/lied    with    arguments    to 

combat 
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combat  her  pride,  and  fhe  yield- 
ed to  its   fatal    impulfe  from   the 
narrownefs   of  her  underftanding. 
From  hence   v/e   may   learn    this 
fhortbut  ufeful  lefibn^r — that  pride 
and  ambition   are   the   parents    of 
evil,  and  happinefs   the  offspring 
of  humility  and  a  contented  mind. 
The  fenfations  of  the  young  la- 
dies,   during    thefe    obfervations, 
were  not  the  moil  tranquil.     Mifs 
Weft  brook  fincerely  fubfcribed  to 
the  fentlments  of  her  father  ;  and 
though  (he  did  not  fo  openly  avow 
her  fentiments,  thought   no  nup- 
tials could  be  aufpicious  where  in- 
tereft,  more  thanaffecTtion,  fwayed 
either  of  the  parties.     As  to  Emi- 
ly, ihe  felt  herfelf  fo  greatly   em- 
barraffed,   from  an    idea    that  her 
father   vras    certainly    acquainted 

with 
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with  the  real  ftate  of  her  mind, 
that  (he  knew  not  hardly  how  to 
condudl  herfelf  under  the  confci- 
oufnefs  of  her  folly;  and,  under 
pretence  of  a  violent  head-ach, 
prevailed  on  her  fifler  to  retire 
earlier  than  ufuaL 

About  eleven  the  next  morning. 
Lord  Darnly  waited  on  the  old  gen- 
tleman ;  and,  both  the  ladies  be- 
ing abfent,  without  any  ceremony, 
introduced  the  fubjedt  of  his  early 
vifit,  which  he  owned,  with  much 
franknefs,  had  kept  him  waking 
all  the  night,  and  apologized  for 
not   fooner  foliciting  his  fandion 
in    an   affair   of  fuch  importance, 
from   the   fole  motive  of  wifhing 
to  be  firft  convinced   that  fuch  an 
application  would  be  agreeable  to 
his  daughter :    for  though  obedi- 
ence 
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ence  was  an  efTentLl  duty  in  a 
child,  he  fhould  never  have  wifh- 
ed  to  obtain  the  happinefs  of  her 
hand  from  that  alone.  —  '*  Your 
kno  vn  chiradler  for  goodnefs  and 
indulgence  to  \our  children.  Sir, 
(continued  his  Lordfliip)  perfuad- 
ed  me,  you  would  not  rejcdl  my 
propofals  from  the  fmgle  reafon  of 
not  having  made  them  before  I 
had  room  to  flatter  mvTelf  that 
Mifs  VVeflbrook's  inclinations  con- 
curred with  my  wiflies  ;  a  plea 
which  I  hope  you  will  accept  as 
an  excufe  for  this  neglecfl.  My 
fortune  and  rank  in  life  left  me 
little  caufe  to  fear  a  rejed:ion  on 
point  of  pecuniary  matters ;  but 
as  I  wifhed  thole  to  be  my  leafl  re- 
commendation, I  thought  it  time 
enough  to  mention  advantages  of 

that 
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that  kind,  when  I  had  obtained 
her  affections." 

Mr.  Weft  brook  afuired  his  Lcrd- 
fliip,  that  he  was  highly  fen fible 
of  the  honour  intended  his  daugh- 
ter, and  fhould  accept  his  propo- 
fals  with  pleafure,  if  ihe  approved 
them ;  for  the  happinefs  of  his 
children  was  ever  the  fir  ft  wifli  of 
his  heart,  and  muft  have  been 
equally  fo,  had  his  propofals  been 
lefs  advantageous. 

The  young  ladies,  foon  after, 
made  their  appearance,  and  Mr. 
V/eftbrook,  tenderly  taking  the 
hand  of  Emily,  acquainted  her 
with  what  had  paiTed :  jocofely 
adding,  that  he  had  withheld  his 
acceptance  of  Lord  Darnly's  fplen- 
did  offers,  till  alTured  they  were 
made  with  her  confent,  as  it  re- 
quired 
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quired  much  refolution  to  encou- 
rage the  addrelles  of  a  lover,  young, 
amiable,  rich,  and  titled;  the  two 
latter  of  which  he  hoped  (lie  look- 
ed upon  as  the  leaft  of  his  Lord- 
fhip's  recommendations. 

A  glow  of  modefty  vermilion- 
ed her  lovely  fi.ice  while  (he  gent- 
ly articulated  acquiefcence  w^th 
her  lover's  wifhes ;  but  a  figh  if- 
fued  from  her  bofom  :  probably  a 
figh  of  regret,  that  (he  could  not 
look  upon  wealth  and  title  with 
that  indifference  her  father  did. 

Before  his  Lordiliip's  departure,, 
every  thing  was  concluded  on  but 
the  day  of  marriage,  and  that  was 
to  be  deferred  only  till  the  law- 
yers had  adjufted  the  fettlemcnts; 
during  which  period  all  other  ne- 
celTary    preparations    were    to    be 

forwarded 
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forwarded  with  the  greateft  expe- 
dition. 

As  by  the  time  this  important 
bulinefs  was  difcuficd,  it  was  too 
late  to  return  home  to  dinner,  his 
Lordlhip  pafled  the  remainder  of 
the  day  at  the  farm,  and  the  after- 
noon was  fpent  in  rambhng  thro* 
the  verdant  paftures  which  led  to 
the  habitation  of  Mr.  Aubrey,  on 
whom  they  propofed  laying  the 
agreeable  tribute  of  treating  them 
v/ith  a  difh  of  tea. 

As  they  walked  happily  along, 
planning  fchemes  of  future  hap- 
pinefs,  a  wifli  arofe  in  the  mind 
of  his  Lordfliip,  which  promifed 
a  great  encreafe  of  felicity  to  the 
friends  mofl  valuable  to  him, 
fliould  it  ever  be  accompliflicd, 

^'  I    have    been    thinking,    my 

dear 
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dear  Emily  (jFaid  he)  that  there  is 
a  friend  of  ours  who  has  a  very 
valuable  heart  in  ftore  for  your 
amiable  fifter.  —  What  fay  you, 
my  dear  Louifa,  to  a  lover  of  my 
choice;  juft  fuch  another  fincere 
unfaihionable  mortal  as  myfelf  ?'* 

**  There  w^ould  need  no  higher 
recommendation,  my  Lord  (reply- 
ed  the  fweet  girl,  fhedding  a  blufh 
of  the  deeped  dye)  were  I  inclin- 
ed to  think  of  any  -,  but  while  my 
father  lives,  I  fliall  never  harbour 
a  thought  of  dividing  my  duty  : 
he  claims  all  my  attention,  and 
leaves  no  room  in  my  heart  for 
other  obje(5ts/' 

<^  Yourfihal  attentions  to  your 
parent,  my  dear  girl,  is  very  laud- 
able;  but  jftill  it  need  not  ex- 
clude you  from  the  happinefs    cf 

blciling 
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blefling  fome  worthy  man.  When 
you  have  ken  my  friend,  I  am  per- 
luaded  you  will  find  that  fome 
fn:iall  fpace  of  your  heart  has  been 
lelt  for  him  to  fill. — -What  tircyour 
fentiments,  Emily  ?  Do  you  not 
think  Medway  has  afufficient  fhare 
of  merit  and  perfonal  qualificati- 
ons to  give  him  a  tolerable  chance 
of  becoming  a  fuccefsful  candidate 
for  your  filler's  affedions  ?" 

A  queftion  fo  unexpedled  was 
productive  of  much  more  embar- 
raffment  to  Emily  than  Louifa. 

**  Indeed,  my  Lord,  he  pof- 
fcfies  both  to  an  eminent  degree 
(ftammered  ihe  hardly  intelligibly) 
I  know  no  one  more  worthy  her 
affedtions ; —  but  merit  affedts  not 
dl  hearts  alike.'' 

-     **  True,  but  a  tender  amiable 

heart 
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heart  is  naturally  lufceptible  of  ef- 
teem  for  worthy  objects;  and  when 
that  worth  happens  to  be  united 
with  an  engaging  perfon,  it  is  next 
to  impoflible  that  a  warmer  pafllon 
fhould  not  blend  itfelf  with  friend- 
fhip.  I  fhall  venture  to  recom- 
mend him  as  truly  deferving  of  the 
latter,  and  am  perfuaded  the  for- 
mer of  courfe  muft  follow.  He 
has  an  eafy  fortune,  ftill  greater 
expedtations ;  and  though  no  titled 
lover,  it  would  be  a  moft  eligible 
union.  In  a  w^ord,  my  heart  is 
fet  upon  the  plan.  I  will  write 
him  a  letter  of  invitation  this  very- 
evening,  and  if  they  do  not  both 
fall  into  the  fnare  I  lay  for  them, 
fet  me  down  in  future  as  a  bung- 
ling projector.  Nothing  can  pre- 
vent it,  but  fome  prior  engage- 
ment 
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ment  on  the  part  of  our  blufli- 
ing  fifter  here.  As  to  Medway, 
I  will  engage  that  his  heart  will 
evaporate  at  his  lips  the  firft  in- 
troduftory  compliment  he  pays 
her,  and  the  coolnefs  of  a  cer- 
tain Lady  be  totally  obliterated, 
on  finding  flie  has  fo  amiable  a 
lifter :  for  you  muft  know,  Lou- 
ifa,  he  was  once  half  a  lover  of 
Emily's  ;  but  the  unlucky  fellow, 
with  all  his  merit,  did  not  happen 
to  make  any  impreffion  on  her 
heart ;  and  he  was  too  generous 
to  perfecute  her  with  his  addrefles, 
when  he  found  them  difagree- 
able. " 

The  lively,  yet  earneft  manner 
in  which  his  Lordihip  treated  this 
new-ftarted  fubje6l,  would  have 
diverted  Emily  greatly,    had   /he 

■^'      Vv, 
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been  lefs  interefted  in  it:  but 
though  flie  had  yielded  up  all 
thoughts  of  Medway  in  confent- 
ing  to  become  Lady  Darnly,  fhe 
could  not,  without  the  moft  pain- 
ful emotions,  think  of  his  trans- 
ferring that  affedtion  fhe  was  con- 
vinced he  had  once  felt  for  her, 
though  he  even  transferred  it  to 
her  fifter. 

Her  confufion,  which  left  her 
not  the  power  of  fpeech,  muft 
have  become  evident,  had  it  not 
been  for  Louifa's  continuing  the 
converfation  by  earneilly  entreat- 
ing his  Lordihip  not  to  think  of 
fuch  a  thing. 

**  Indeed,  my  Lord  (added  flie) 
I  lliould  never  be  able  to  come  in- 
to the  prefence  of  your  friend,  if 
I  thought  you  had  ever  made  me 

the 
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the  fubjecl  of  your  correfpondence 
with    him.      Pray,     Emily,    join 
with  me  in  begging  his  Lordfhip 
not  to  mention  me   to  Mr.  Med-  - 
way." 

'^  Do  not  alarm  yourfelf,  my 
dear,  (replied  Emily,  endeavour- 
ing to  appear  as  unembarralTed  as 
poffible)  I  dare  fay  if  you  are  fo 
averfe  to  it,  his  Lordflnp  will  by 
no  means  perfift  in  fuch  a  deter- 
mination. Chance  is  ever  the  bell 
match -maker,  and  that  may  in- 
troduce you  to  fome  one,  whom 
you  will  be  forced  to  acknowledge 
has  merit  enough  to  find  a  place  in 
your  affedlions,  though  perhaps 
none  more  deferving  of  them  than 
the  objedt  now  propofed." 

Do  not  flatter  yourfelves  (repli- 
ed his  Lordfhip)  that  I  am  fo  ea- 
voL.  II.  G  fily 
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fily  perfuaded  to  relinquifh  a  fa- 
vourite fcheme.  No,  no,  my  good 
girls,  Medway  ihall  prefent  him- 
felf  before  you,  in  his  own  proper 
perfon,  before  this  day  week.  But 
be  not  under  any  apprehenfions, 
my  fweet  Louifa,  that  I  fhall  men- 
tion you  to  him  in  that  fliyle  of 
encomium  that  will  caufe  you  any 
embarraffment  when  you  fee  him  : 
I  fhall  only  in  general  terms  invite 
him  to  become  a  fharer  of  our  ru- 
ral pleafures,  and  leave  the  reft  to 
that  little  blind  deity  who  delights 
in  mifchief  too  much,  to  fufFer  two 
fuch  hearts  to  retain  their  tranquil- 
lity, after  a  firft  interview." 

They  fmiled  at  his  Lordfliip's 
pleafantry,  for  they  had  never  be- 
fore fcen  him  in  fo  gay  a  humour. 
The  idea  of  his  approaching  hap- 

piuefs 
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pinefs  had  diffufed  an  air  of  fatis- 
iacflion  over  his  features ;  and,  ia 
the  eyes  of  Louifa>  rendered  him 
an  objedl  too  attraftive  for  there  to 
be  a  poffibility  of  his  recommend- 
ing any  other  to  her  attention  with 
any  hopes  of  fuccefs  :  but  the 
fmiles  of  Emily  danced  merely  on 
the  furface  of  her  features,  for  her 
fenfations  were  almoft  too  painful 
for  concealment. 

Nothing  could  have  happened 
more  inal- apropos  than  this  whim 
of  bringing  Medway  among  them, 
Emily  had  never,  till  then,  been 
fenfible  of  the  intereft  he  held  in 
her  affedlions ;  and  (he  could  al- 
moft have  defpifed  herfelf,  for 
having  fo  long  oppofed  thofe  fa- 
vourable prepoffeffions,  becaufehe 
poflefied  not  thofe  advantages  of 
G  2  which 
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which  every  one,  but  herfelf, 
deemed  fo  light,  when  put  in  the 
fcale  with  merit  and  perfonal  en- 
dowments. But  ihe  had  gone  too 
far  to  recede,  and  it  was  in  vain 
to  refledl  on  a  fubjedl  fo  deftruc- 
tive  to  her  prefent  happinefs.  It 
became,  however,  the  firft  wifli 
of  her  heart,  that  fomething  might 
prevent  the  arrival  of  Medwayat 
Malvern  Mawr  till  after  her  mar- 
riage; when,  fhe  flattered  herfelf, 
Ihe  fliould  have  made  up  her  mind 
fufliciently,  to  behold  him  with  no 
other  emotions  than  what  was 
confiflent  wiih  the  dignity  of  Lord 
Darnly's  wife. 

The  good  old  Aubrey  received 
his  youthful  vihters  with  his  wont- 
ed cordiality;  and,  after  leading 
them   through   every    part  of  his 

little 
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little  Eden,  to  give  them  a  view 
of  his  improvements,  regaled  them 
with  a  difh  of  tea  in  his  favourite 
grotto,  which  he  had  embelliilied 
in  the  higheft  ftyle  of  rural  ele- 
gance, and  furniihed  with  feve- 
ral  kinds  of  mufical  inftruments  ; 
that,  when  favoured  with  the  foci- 
ety  of  his  agreeable  neighbours,  the 
powers  of  harmony  might  be  unit- 
ed with  thofe  of  friendihip,  to  ren- 
der the  entertainment  more  delight- 
ful. After  tea,  obferving  Emily  to 
be  more  ferious  than  ufual,  he 
entreated  her  to  banifh  a  gravity, 
which  ill  became  her  lively  difpo- 
iition,  hefaid,  and  favour  him  with 
a  fong,  while  her  fifler  accompa- 
nied her  on  the  piano  forte. 

It  was  with  relud:ance  fhe  com- 
plied;   but   never   accuftomed    to 
G  3  refufe 
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refufe  a  requeft  of  her  worthy 
friend,  fhe  prepared  to  oblige  him; 
and,  foftened  by  her  recent  emo- 
tions, fung  an  air  of  Handel's  in  a 
ftyle  fo  unufually  foft  and  plain- 
tive, that  it  diiTufed  an  air  of  Ian- 
guifhment  over  all  her  features, 
and  rendered  her.  (in  the  eyes  of 
her  lover)  more  irrefiflibly  attrac- 
tive than  he  had  ever  beheld  her, 
and  prompted  him  to  return  many 
thanks  to  Mr.  Aubrey  for  the  en- 
tertainment  he  had  procured  him. 
irouifa  W2LS  entreated  to  fing  alfo  : 
jQie  begged  to  be  excufed,  but  her 
apologies  were  not  accepted ;  and 
fhe  was  conftrained,  much  againft 
her  inclination,  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  her  fiiler. 

The    gentle    harmony    of    her 
melodious   voice  called  forth  the 

warmeil 
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warmeil  plaudits  from  her  noble 
auditor,  and  animated  her  to  pro- 
ceed; out  the  recolledion  that 
thofe  prailes  fell  from  the  lover  of 
h^r  fifter,  whofe  good  opinion  it 
was  almoft  criminal  in  her  to  af- 
pire  to,  at  once  threw  a  damp  up- 
on her  fpirits ;  and  when  flie  had 
fini(hed  her  fong,  Ihe  threw  down 
her  lovely  eyes,  as  if  confcious  of 
having  done  wrong,  in  wiihing 
to  excite  pleafure. 

After  paffing  an  hour  or  two  in 
this  fweet  recefs,  Mr.  Aubrey  ac- 
companied them  back  to  the  farm  j 
and  taking  upon  himfelf  the  charge 
of  Louifa,  left  his  Lordfhip  more 
at  liberty  to  entertain  his  deftined 
bride. 

The  winged  moments  of  time 

fly   more  rapidly  with  lovers  than 

G  4  other 
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other  people  :  they  were  back  be- 
fore Lord  Darnly  even  knew  that 
they  were  out  of  Aubrey's  garden.; 
while,  on  the  contrary,  Louifa, 
who  had  exchanged  the  arm  of  his 
Lordihip  for  that  of  her  venerable 
friend,  thought  the  walk  at  leaft 
double  its  ufual  length. 

Soon  after  they  had  reached 
home,  his  Lordfhiptook  his  leave; 
but  recommended  it  to  the  ladies 
to  lofe  no  time  in  forwarding  the 
bridal  preparations ;  adding,  he 
Ihould  bring  Lady  Palmerfon,  the 
enfuing  day,  to  hold  a  confultation 
with  them  on  the  important  buii- 
nefs . 

After  his  Lordfliip's  departure, 
Mr.  Weftbrook  communicated  the 
pleafing  news  of  his  daughter's  ap- 
proaching marriage  to  Mr.  Aubrey, 

and 
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and  added  to  it  a  wiili,  that  he  might 
live  to  fee  Louifa  as  happily  dil- 
pofedof.  **  But,  however,  fliould 
fhe  not  have  fo  fplendid  an  offer,'' 
continued  this  worthy  parent,  '*  the 
fortune  I  fhall  be  able  to  give  her, 
will  be  more  than  fufficient  to  her 
wants,  for  Lord  Darnly  has  nobly 
refufed  any  dowxy  with. her  iifler  : 
and  her  mind,  farlefs  afpiringthan 
Emily's  J  muft,  whenever  ihe  makes 
her  eledion  of  a.  hufband,  be  im- 
prefTed  by  worthy  though  it  fhould 
not  happen  to  be  accompanied  by 
wealth  or  title.  I  am  convinced  fhe 
is  too  difcrete  ever  to  make  an  im- 
proper one ;  and  fliall  therefore 
always  have  an  eye  to  her  happi- 
nefs  more  than  her  elevation." 

Mr.  Aubrey    congratulated    his 
neighbour    on    the    approaching 
event^  and  approved  of  his  paren— 
G   c  tal 
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tal  determination  in  regard  to  Lou- 
ifa;  adding,  that  fhe  was  worthy  of 
all  his  tendernefs,  and  fhould  hea- 
ven think  fit  to  call  him  firft  to 
its  blifsful  manfions,  fhe  fhould 
ever  find  in  him  what  fhe  mufl 
lofe  in  fo  good  a  father ;  but  hop- 
ed fuch  a  proof  of  the  fincerity 
of  his  friendfliip  would  not  be 
wanting,  as  it  was  probable  they 
might  both  live  to  fee  her  under 
the  protection  of  fome  w^orthy 
man,  and  that  both  fifters  would 
be  a  bleffin^  to  their  declininq; 
years,  by  doing  honour  to  whatever 
rank  in  life  it  was  the  will  of 
Providence  to  place  them.  **  I 
could  have  wiihed,"  continued 
this  worthy  man,  *^  that  their 
difpofitions  had  been  more  equal- 
ly arranged,  for  Emily  appears  to 

have 
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have  hardly  fufficient  tendernefs 
in  her's,  while  Louifa  has  more 
than  a  juft  proportion  :  and  fhould 
it  be  her  misfortune  to  place  her 
affecSlions  where  there  is  not  a  re- 
ciprocal return,  her  fenfibility  will 
be  injurious  to  her  health,  and 
totally  undermine  her  happinefs^ 
The  efFed:s  of  too  much  tender- 
nefs  is  certainly  moft  to  be  dread- 
ed, as  a  deficiency  of  the  kind  is 
generally  made  up,  when  the  ten- 
der ties  of  wife  and  mother  a- 
waken  fenfibility,  and  deftroy  a 
relifh  for  lefs  fatisfad:ory  pleafures. 
At  prefent,  the  heart  of  Emily  re- 
ceives its  greateft  impreffions  from 
gaiety  and  fplendor;  but  love  for 
fo  amiable  a  hufband  as  Lord  Darn- 
ly  will,  I  hope,  refine  its  fentiments, 
and  convince  her,  that  the  leaft 
G  6  part 
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part   of  her   happinefs  is   derived 
from   thofe    fuperficial  advantages 
fhe   will  gain  by    fo  defirablc   an 
union/' 

*'  I  hope  fo  too,"  replied  Mr. 
Weftbrook,  /*  and  muft  acknow- 
ledge, that  I  could  wifh  ihe  had  her 
fifter's  tendernefs.  Without  the 
addition  of  a  title,  his  Lordfhip 
isjull:  the  charadler  calculated  to 
affecS  the  heart  of  Louifa.  I  even, 
have  fometimes  feared  flie  ha^ 
been  too  fenfibk  of  his  worth : 
for  I  have  obferved  her  hang  with 
pleafure  on  every  word  he  utter- 
ed, while  her  tender  gaze  has  been 
followed  with  a  blufli  of  feeminp- 
felf-reproach  for  the  involuntary 
error. — Had  he  addreffcd  her,  I 
am  perfuaded  he  would  have  found 
an  eaiy  pafTage  to  her  heart;   but 

as 
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as  his  choice  happened  to  fall  on 
Emily,  I  hope  they  v^'ill  both  be 
happy.  The  huter  cannot  well  fail 
of  felicity,  and  the  former  will,  I 
truft,  in  fome  future  day,  meet 
with  another  deferving  objeft  e=- 
qually  formed  to  merit  her  at- 
tachment." 

Here  their  converfation  was  in- 
terrupted by  the  entrance  of  a  vi- 
fiter;  but  the  latter  part  of  Mr. 
Weftbrook's  fpeech  dwelt  power- 
fully on  the  mind  of  Aubrey.  He 
had  himfelf  obferved  an  unufual 
melancholy  on  the  features  of  Lou- 
ifa,  fince  the  arrival  of  Lord  Darn- 
ly;  and,  greatly  as  he  found  him- 
felf interefted  in  the  happlnefs  of 
every  part  of  this  amiable  family, 
it  was  a  fubjec!^  of  much  concern 
to  him. 

Not 
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Not  a  day  elapfed  without  the 
prefence  of  his  Lordfhip,  and  he 
"was  generally  accompanied  by  his 
fifter  :  for  as  her  Ladylhip's  opi- 
nion in  the  choice  of  perfonal  de- 
coration, was  held  decilive,  no- 
thing was  fixed  on  by  Emily  with- 
out her  approbation, — Patterns  of 
every  kind  were  procured  from 
the  metropolis,  and  all  her  work- 
women employed  in  forwarding 
the  bridal  ornaments  with  the 
greateft  expedition.  During  all 
this  preparation,  Aubrey  was  not 
unbufied.  He  had  by  him  an 
elegant  fet  of  jewels,  that  had 
been  defigned  for  the  nuptials  of 
his  deceafed  Maria,  and  thofe  he 
fent  to  London  with  orders  to 
have  them  fet  in  the  moft  modern 
ftyle,  intending  them  as  a  prefent 

to 
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to  the  daughter  of  his  friend  :  and 
not  unmindful  of  her  lovely  fifter, 
had,  at  the  fame  time,  ordered  for 
her  feveral  little  ornamental  trin- 
kets, as  a  proof  that  his  atten- 
tion to  them  was  equal,  though 
the  prefent  occafion  rendered  a 
greater  ihare  of  complim^ents  due 
to  Emily. 

The  day  they  had  fixed  on  for 
their  vifit  to  Mrs.  Alworthy,  La- 
dy Palmerfon  came  earlier  than 
ufual,  with  the  view  of  accom- 
panying them  3  and  though  fome- 
thing  had  prevented  the  gentlemen 
from  being  of  the  party,  they  pro- 
mifed  to  be  at  the  cottage  time 
enough  to  efcort  them  home. 

The  afternoon  was  paffed  with 
much  chearfulnefs  on  every  fide. 
Mrs.  Alworthy,   though  flie    had 

never 
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never  been  married,  poffefled  none 
of  that  peevifhnefs  generally  at- 
tributed to  old  maids.  On  the 
contrary,  fhe  ever  appeared  hap-, 
py  herfelf,  and  endeavoured  to 
communicate  her  happinefs  to  eve- 
ry one  about  her.  Difcretion,  not 
necelTity,  had  deftined  her  to  a 
life  of  celibacy.  She  loft  an  ami- 
able lover  in  the  bloom  of  youth ; 
and  as  fhe  could  felect  no  one  from 
among  her  fubfequent  train  of  ad- 
mirers w^orthy  to  fucceed  him,  fhe 
had  too  much  prudence  to  refign 
her  liberty  for  the  fingle  fatisfac- 
tion  of  being  a  wife.  Her  prin- 
cipal felicity  for  many  years  had 
been  the  education  of  her  niece, 
and  her  attentions  had  been  amply 
repaid,  by  the  affectionate  regard, 
and  implicit  obedience  which  Se-- 

lina 
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lina  ever  obferved  towards  her.  If 
this  good  old  Lady  had  any  pecu- 
liarities, it  was  in  her  attachment 
to  ancient  manners,  and  a  particu- 
lar veneration  for  every  fpecies  of 
antique  needlework.  She  had  one 
room  furnifhed  entirely  by  the  in- 
duftry  of  herfelf  and  niece,  and 
her  vanity  could  not  receive  a 
higher  gratification  than  in  the 
commendation  of  its  beauties. 

Lady  Palmerfon  was  naturally  a 
great  admirer  of  antiquities,  and 
found  much  fatisfadtion  in  look- 
ins:  over  her  colled:ion  of  curio- 
fities,  which  confifted  chiefly  in 
hiitorical  pieces  of  embroider}% 
Every  chair,  fopha,  or  ftool,  exhi- 
bited fome  ftriking  pidure  of  vir- 
tuous heroifm,  or  defcriptive  em- 
blem  of  the  rolling  feafons ;  and 

on 
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on  the  carpet  were  ftrewed  flowers 
and  fruits  which  feemed  to  invite 
the  touch  and  provoke  the  appe- 
tite, while  the  fear  of  deftroying 
their  glowing  beauties,  almoft  for- 
bade the  admirino:  o:azsrs  from  an- 
preaching  to  take  a  nearer  view, 
left  their  feet  fhould  deal  deft  ruc- 
tion round  them. 

While  bufied  in  admirin^^  thefe 
various  produdlions  of  induftry 
and  art,  her  Ladyfhip  recolledted 
a  little  print  fhe  had  brought 
down  with  her  that  would  afford 
a  pretty  fubjeft  for  a  fcreen.  **  I 
think,  my  dear  Emily,"  faid  fhe, 
^*  you  have  afketch  of  it  in  your 
pocket  book — at  leaft  I  faw  you 
attempting  one  the  other  day  while 
I  was  at  my  toilet." 

<*  I    believe   I   have,"    replied 

fhe  — 
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ilie  —  taking  out  her  book.  In 
fearching  foj>  the  drawing,  down 
dropt  a  bit  of  paper.  On  her  pick- 
ing it  up,  fhe  found  it  to  be  the 
lines  which  had  accompanied  the 
gift  of  Merlin,  Bluilies  inftant- 
ly  tinged  her  cheeks,  on  recollec- 
tion of  the  folly  which  had  been 
the  fource  of  that  myfterious  af- 
fair :  and  the  w^ifh  of  learning  who 
was  the  kind  friend  to  whom  flie 
was  indebted,  again  became  fo  pre- 
dominant, that  for  a  moment  fhe 
forgot  what  fhe  was  looking  for, 
and  flood  fixed  in  the  attitude  of 
filent  contemplation,  with  the  pa- 
per in  her  hand,  when  Lord  Pal- 
merfon  and  her  lover  entered  the 
room. 

The  latter,  after  paying  his  com- 
pliments  to   Mrs.    Al worthy  and 

her 
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her  niece,  advanced  with  a  letter  in 
his  handi  and  prefcnting  it  to  Emi- 
ly, faid  to  her  with  a  fmilc  of  fatis- 
fadtion,  *'  See,  my  dear  Emily,  how 
lucky   things    fomctimes  happen  ! 
My   wilhes  are  even  prevented.     I 
have  juft  received  this  from  Med- 
way,     acquainting  me  that  he    is 
coming    to  pafs  the  remainder  of 
the  fummer   at  Bloomer  Hall,  and 
will  accompany  the  family  down; 
■**  merely,"  faid  he,  in  a  kind   of 
whifper,    **   to  have  an    eye  upon 
the  condud:  of  Sir  William,  for  fear 
of  a  relapfe;  though,  he  fa\s,  he  is 
inclined  to  believe,   the  poor  devil 
is  truly  penitent  for  his  pafl  errors, 
and  would  not  have  come  into  the 
country  at  all,   but  on  the  perfua- 
fion  of  her  Ladylhip  (who  is  quite 
impatient    to  make  one  of  our  fo- 

cial 
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cial  party)  for  he  is  frightened  to 
death  at  the  thoughts  of  encoun- 
tering your  refentments." 

*'  He  may  throw  afide  his  fears,'' 
replied  'Emily,  in  the  fame  key; 
**  1  forgive  the  paft,  and  with  fo 
powerful  a  protedor  as  your  Lord- 
fhip,  fliall  be  under  no  apprehen» 
fions  for  the  future." 

She  then  turned  her  attention  to 
the  letter,  and  the  firft  glance  con- 
vinced her  the  characters  were  the 
fame  as  thofe  of  the  paper  fhe  had 
in  her  hand^ 

Generous  man!  whifpered  her 
heart,  but  the  words  died  unutter- 
ed  on  her  lips ;  and  flie  pretended 
to  be  engaged  in  peruiing  its  con- 
tents, while  in  fad:  ilie  was  fo  en- 
tirely difcompofed  by   this    difco- 

very. 


142      The  Vale  of  Glenidor  ;  or, 

very,  that  ihe  knew  not  a  fentencc 
it  contained. 

It  proved  to  her,  that  difinte- 
refted  as  had  ever  been  the  con- 
du6l  of  Med  way,  fhe  was  certain- 
ly ftill  very  valuable  to  his  heart ; 
and  the  idea  of  the  uneafinefs  he 
rnuft  naturally  feel  at  feeing  her 
united  to  another,  inflidled  on  her 
bofom  the  fevereft  pain .  She  would 
willingly  have  attributed  its  fenfa- 
tions  to  pity  only ;  but  love  had  in 
them  more  than  an  equal  fhare :  and 
would  honour  have  permitted  her 
to  obey  its  didlates,  it  would  pro- 
bably have  proved  itfelfa  powerful 
combatant  againft  ambition. 

The  agitation  of  her  mind  was 
not  unnoticed  by  Lord  Darnly, 
but  he  could  not  devife  its  fource. 
She  had  declined  the  addrefles   of 

his 
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his  friend,  and  therefore  he  could 
not  poffibly  fuppofe  fhe  loved  him, 
Medway  had  never  acquainted  him 
of  the  little  ftratagem  he  had 
made  ufe  of  to  free  her  from  her 
obligation  to  Sir  William,  or  he 
might  have  imagined  it  proceeded 
from  her  emotions  of  gratitude, 
on  difcovering  to  whom  flie  was 
indebted ;  but  as  it  was,  he  could 
form  no  reafonable  conjecture  of 
the  fudden  difcompofure  which 
was  vifible  on  her  expreffive  coun- 
tenance; and  fearing  fhe  was  ill, 
difcovered  the  moft  tender  inquie- 
tude, and  offering  his  arm,  en- 
treated fhe  would  permit  him  to 
lead  her  into  the  air. 

His  tendernefs  only  redoubled 
her  uneafinefs;  for  never  did  fhe 
appear  (o  defpicable  to  herfelf  as 

at 
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at    that   moment.      She    had  re- 
fufed  the  addrefles  of  a  man   who 
fincerely  loved  her,  and  who  was 
equally   beloved    by    her,  (though 
her  pride   refifted  the  emotions  of 
her  heart)    refufed    them    becaufe 
he  poffeffed  not  honours  equal   to 
her    ambition  -,    and    though    the 
nobleman   to  whom  flie  had  pro- 
mifed   her   hand   was   amiable    to 
excefs,  felt   for  him  none  of  that 
tendernefs  which  was  requifite  to 
render  their  union  a  happy    one. 
What    greater    fubjedl  of  felf-re- 
pix>ach    could    (he    poflibly    have 
had  ?    She  had  fallen  into  the  fame 
error  as    the    unfortunate    woman 
whofe   life    had  recently  fallen   a" 
facrifice  to  her  folly;   flillen   into 
it  even  without    her   excufes,  for; 
no  one  pofleffed   a  more  enlight- 

cncdi 
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ened  underftanding.  To  have  re fi ft- 
ed  a  palTion  for  an  undeferving  ob- 
jedl,  would  have  been  an  effort  v^or- 
thy  of  admiration ;  but  to  oppofe 
an  inclination  for  a  man  whom  all 
her  family  muft  have  approved, 
had  they  known  of  the  attach- 
ment, was  a  fpecies  of  folly  not 
hardly  to  be  equalled;  and  muft, 
flie  thought,  if  know^n,  rob  her  of 
the  good  opinion  of  all  her  friends, 
and  even  of  the  efteem  of  both 
Medway  and  Lord  Darnly. 

In  a  word,  her  mind  v/as  a  per- 
fe(ft  chaos.  But  notwithftandin^ 
theconfli(fts  it  fuftained,  fliehadnot 
the  refolutlon  to  unbofom  herfelf 
to  any  one  ;  and  determined,  at  all 
events,  to  fulfil  her  engagements; 
for  though  jfhe  \vould  now  have^ 
willingly  given  up  the  glittering 
VOL.  II.  H  p^of- 
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profpeft  which  awaited  her,  flie 
could  not  fupport  the  idea  of  giv- 
ine  fuch  a  fliock  to  the  bofom  of 
her  lover,  as  he  muft  naturally 
feel,  if  he  knew  that  her  attach- 
ment to  him  had  been  founded 
merely  on  the  bafis  of  ambition. 

Nothing  could  remove  the  pre- 
fent  inquietude  of  her  mind  :  but 
a  few  turns  in  the  garden,  help- 
ed to  diffipate  the  external  appear- 
ances of  it  >  and,  on  her  return 
to  the  company,  ihe  endeavoured 
to  affume  all  the  compofure  in 
her  power,  that  no  one  might  form 
any  conjetftures  that  her  mind  was 
diverted  of  its  ufual  tranquillit}^ 

For  fome  days  fhe  fupported 
thefe  jarring  commotions  of  her 
bofom  w^ith  fuch  addrefs,  th^t  no 
one  would  have  fuppofed  but  flie 

had 
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had  been  perfectly  happy  ;  but  the 
fight  of  the  objedl  who  had  given 
birth  to  them,  overturned  all  her 
refolutions. 

The  very  day  on  which  the  fa- 
mily arrived  at  the  hall,  Medway 
made  his  appearance  at  the  farm, 
and  in  terms  expreffive  of  the  in- 
tereft  he  had  ever  taken  in  Emily's 
happinefs,    congratulated    her    on 
her    approaching  union    with    his 
friend.     But  while  he  affured  her, 
in    the   tenderefl  ftyle  of  fraternal 
affedtion,   that  fhe  could  not  poffi- 
bly    have    made    a   more   worthy 
choice,  a  figh  of  regret  involun- 
tarily efcaped  him,  and  fpoke  in 
a   language    more  expreffive    than 
words,  that  he  could  fincerely  have 
wiihed  fo  defirable  an  election  had 
fillen   on  himfelf. 

H  2  Louifa 
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Louifa  was  pre  fen  t  during  thefe 
congratulations,  and  her  difcern- 
ment  at  once  pointed  out  to  her 
(though  her  fifter  had  never  been 
ingenuous  enough   to  own  it)  that 
Med  way  muft  have  been  the  man 
alluded  to^  when  fhe  once  faid  that 
the  objedt  who  had  made  the  great- 
eft  impreflion  on  her  heart,  wanted 
the  titled  advantages  of  Lord  Darn- 
ly  to  render  his  addrelTes  welcome. 
At  that  moment,  all  her  fifterly 
•affection  could  not    withhold  her 
from    looking    on    Emily   in    the 
moft  unamiable  lierht :  and  while 
ihe  beheld  Medvvay  with  an  eye  of 
pity,  her  gentle  foul  whifpered  her 
that    no   fpecies  of  cruelty   could 
exceed  that  of  defrroying   the   fe- 
licity of  two   fuch   worthy    men. 
For  to    marry  Lord  Darnly  with- 
out 
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out  feeling  for  him  a  proper  de- 
gree of  affeclion,  (he  deemed  equal- 
ly culpable,  as  to  decline  the  ad- 
drefles  of  his  friend,  from  motives 
of  ambition  only,  while  her  heart 
pleaded  fo  powerfully  in  liis  fa- 
vour. 

Her  natural  repugnance  to  give 
pain,  added  to  a  fear  of  difcover- 
ing  that  partiality  for  his  Lordlhlp 
which  file  already  doubted  was  too 
vifible,  could  alone  have  reftrained- 
the  gentle  Louifi  from  endeavour- 
ing to  convince  her  fifler  how  er- 
roneous   was    her    condud:.       BuL 
there  needed  not  her  admonitions 
to  fill  the  meafure  of  Emily's  u:i- 
happinefs:    fhe    flood    fufficientiy 
feif-condemned ;   and  the  fight  of 
Medway,  while  her  bofom  was  yet 
i^i  the  height  of  its  perturbations^ 
H  3  from 
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from  her  recent  difcovery  of  his 
generous  conduft,  fo  greatly  agi- 
tated her  fpirits,  that  The  was  rea- 
dy to  fink  under  the  weight  of 
her  confufion,  while  he  paid  her 
his  congratulatory  compliments; 
and  file  could  hardly  compofe  her^ 
felf  fufficiently  to  enquire  after  the 
health  of  Lady  Bloomer  and  her 
little   name-fake. 

Her  embarraffment  was  not  un- 
noticed by  him  ;  but  naturally  at- 
tributing it  to  her  delicacy  on  this 
occafion,  he  forbore  to  fay  any 
thing  more  on  the  fubjedl  of  her 
■marriage;  and  to  diifipate  her  con- 
fulion,  introduced  more  general 
topics,  in  which  Louila  bore  her 
part,  and  by  the  altability  and 
fweetnefs  of  her  manner,  did  juf- 
tice  to  the  encoiniums  which  Sir 

William 
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William  and  his  Lady  had  fre- 
quently beftowed  on  her,  though 
the  vivacity  of  her  fifter  had  re- 
commended her  moil  to  their  at- 
tention. 

When  Medvvay  took  his  leave, 
Mr.  Weftbrook  gave  him  a  general 
invitation  in  the  mofl  friendly 
terms,  —  for  merit  had  ever  a  free 
accefs  to  his  family :  and  had  not  his 
appearance  been  perfeftly  prepof- 
feffing,  theamiable  character  drawn 
of  him  by  Lord  Darnly  would 
have  been  fufficient  to  have  pro- 
cured him  the  moft  welcome  re- 
ception : — but  there  are  fome  faces 
that  carry  in  them  letters  of  re- 
Gommendation.  Medway  needed, 
no  other ;  for  from  the  firft  fight 
of  him,  this  tender  parent  felt 
liimfelf  infpired  with  a  wiih  that 
E  4  his' 
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his  Louifa  might  behold  him  with 
a  degree  of  partiality  equal  to  that 
he  felt  himfelf. 

As  this  amiable  young  man, 
though  he  could  not  entirely  fub- 
due  his  paflion  for  Emily,  had 
brought  himfelf  to  the  reafonable 
determination  of  endeavouring  to 
think  of  her  only  as  the  wife  of 
his  friend,  he  attempted  not  to 
ihun  her  fociety;  but  by  accuf- 
toming  himfelf  to  fee  her  fre- 
quently, hoped  in  a  lliort  time  to 
behold  her  without  any  of  thofe 
emotions  which  agitated  him  on 
the  firft  interview;  and  either  in 
company  with  Lord  Darnly,  or 
the  Bloomer  family,  was  daily  at 
the  farm.  For  though  Sir  Wil- 
liam could  not  behold  her  with 
eyes   of  indiiference,    yet    he    had 

abj  ured 
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abjured  all  thoughts  of  any  flirther 
attempts    upon    her  honour,    and 
fliewed  fuch  contrition  for  his  paft 
folly,  that  llie  renewed  her  intimacy 
with  his  Lady  without  any  appre- 
henfions  of  future  plots  againft  her. 
Lady  Bloomer  rejoiced  in  Emi- 
ly's   approaching    happlnefs,    but 
was  aftoniflied  to   fee  that  her   na- 
tural vivacity  had  given  place    to 
a    languor   which  almoft    border- 
ed upon  melancholy.     Every   one 
but  Louifa,  among  her  female  ac- 
quaintance,   rallied    her   upon  it  ; 
and  would  fometimes  tell  her  gay- 
ly,  that  fuch  ferioufnefs  would  be- 
come her  fifter  on  a  fimikr  occafi- 
on,  but  was  merely  farcical  in  her;- 
for  they  knew  not  how  to  believe 
her  fpirits  could   fuffer  any  dimi- 
nution from  the   thoughts  of  ma- 
H  5  trimony^ 
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trimony;  efpecially,  an  union  fo 
calculated  to  promote  her  felicity. 
Aubrey  and  her  father  only  rejoiced 
to  fee  her  gravity,  as  it  flattered 
them  with  a  belief,  that  the  fplen- 
dor  which  awaited  her,  did  not  to- 
tally render  her  infenfible  to  thofe 
refledions  which  ought  to  occupy 
the  mind  of  eveiy  female  on  the  eve 
of  marriage,  though  a  marriage  in 
which  every  thing  confpired  to 
enfure  happinefs ;  for  they  deem- 
ed it  as  effential  a  duty  to  aim  at 
calmnefs  and  ferenity,  under  a  fud- 
den  flov/  of  profperity,  a^  to  ac- 
quire reiignation  under  adyerfity. 
Little  did  they  lufpedt  that  Emily's 
mind  was  the  prey  of  contend- 
ing paflions;  and  that  while  ihe  ap- 
peared the  moil  enviable^  fhe  was," 

iix 
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in  fad,  the  moll  unhappy  of  wo- 
men. 

Every  thing  was  in  forwardnefs 
for  her  union,  thefettlements  almofl: 
finiflied,  an  elegant  villa  engaged 
a  few  miles  diftant  from  Lord  Pal- 
merfon's  ;  carriages  and  liveries  be- 
fpoke  in  the  higheft  ftyle  of  mag- 
nificence; jevv'els,  plate,  cloathsj^ 
and  illl  the  et  -cetera  of  pomp  and 
vanity,  were  jQiewn  in  gay  profu- 
fion  before  her  eyes ;  and  though 
on  the  point  of  poffeffing  all  thofe 
glittering  toys,  thofe  empty  honours 
on  which  her  wiihes  had  fo  lone 
been  placed,  flie  fickened  at  the 
fight ;  and  while  trying  on  her 
bridal  drefs,  could  hardly  refrain 
from  exclaiming  in  the  emphati- 
cal  words  of  Solomon, — All  in- 
deed is  vanity  !  For  th^  idea  of  pur- 
H  6  chafinir 
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chafing  outward  embellifhments  at 
the  expei.ce  of  mental  happinefs, 
was  too  dear  a  purchafe,  and  depriv- 
ed them  of  all  their  exped:ed  fa- 
tisfadtions. 

Though  fhe  ought  to  have  re- 
joiced in  obferving  that  Medway 
had  obtained  fuch  maftery  over  his 
inclinations  as  to  behold  her  with 
compofure,  and,  in  compliance  to 
the  wifhes  of  his  friend,  was  en- 
deavouring to  turn  his  attentions 
to  her  fifter;  yet  the  thoughts 
of  his  fucceeding  in  that  endea- 
vour, and  the  equally  probable 
fuggeftion  that  he  would  in  time 
become  agreeable  to  Louifa,  ferv- 
ed  only  to  aggravate  her  forrow, 
and  embitter  her  repofe.  Soon  af- 
ter the  day  had  been  fixed  upon 
for  her  nuptials,  the  agitation    of 

her 
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her  bofom  became  too  powerful 
for  her  conftitution;  and  while 
Lord  Darnly  was  rapturoiifly  an- 
ticipating his  promifed  happinefs, 
her  health  yielded  to  her  conflic- 
ting pafiion,  and  a  violent  fever 
enfuing,  threw  a  danrrp  on  all  his 
Lordiliip's  happy  profpeds,  and  in- 
volved the  friends  of  both  in  the 
utmoft  diftrefs  of  mind. 

With  the  tendereft  affection  did 
Louifa.  watch  over  her,  and  lament 
the  fatal  fource  of  this  alarming 
illnefs  ;  for  to  her,  who  never  left 
her  fi'fter^s  chamber,  it  was  too 
foon  apparent.  In  theparoxyfms  of 
her  deHrium,  flie  would  call  in- 
ceflantly  on  the  name  of  Medway, 
and  then  looking  wildly  round  her, 
afk,  in  accents  of  afii'ight,  if  Lord 
'  Darnly  heard  her  ? 

"  lam 


158      The  Vale  OF  Glendor;    or, 

"  I  am  married  now,  you  know, 
and  muft  not  love  him.  —  Do  not 
tell  my  hufband — I  will  try  to  for- 
get him;  indeed  I  will. — But  he  is 
fo  good,  fo  generous  —  who  could 
help  it?  Hufh!  Louifa  hears  us  — 
iht  will  love  him  too  —  and  then 
poor  Emily  muft  die. — Not  a  word 
more,  ilie  is  juft  here.  —  Ha  \  Med- 
way  too !  how  amt.ble  he  locks! 
What  a  pity  he  is  not  a  Lord!" 

Thus  would  flie  run  on,  while 
her  lovely  lifter,  anxious  to  Iboth 
her  difturbed  imagination,  embrac- 
ed every  interval  of  reafon  to  con- 
vince her  llie  was  yet  unmarried, 
and  might  ftill  be  Med  way's,  while 
her  tender  heart  bled  at  the  dif- 
ti'efs  which  this  unexpected  dif- 
covery  muft  neceffarily  inflidt  on 
the  unhappy  Darnly. 

To 
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To  her  father  only  did  ihe  dif- 
cover  the  ftate  of  Emily's  mind  : 
and  to  prevent  it  from  being  fuf- 
pedted  by  any  one  elfe,  kept  all 
other  friends  from  her  fight,  un- 
der pretence  that  it  was  the  ex.- 
prefs  command  of  her  phyficians 
that  flie  ihould  be  kept  quiet  till 
her  delirium  had  fubfided.  But 
all  precautions  v^ere  in  vain  :  her 
lover  would  not  fubmit  to  fuch. 
reftraint..  It  was  ufelefs  for  Lou- 
ifa  to  argue  on  the  neceffity  of 
fuch  feif- denial :  he  would  admit 
of  no  excufe.  To  gaze  on  her  lov- 
ed countenance,  without  fuftering 
himfelf  to  be  fcen  by  her,  w^as 
all  that  he  requefted;  and  it  was 
not  in  humanity   to  deny  him. 

At  a  time  when  Emily  had  juft 
awoke  from  a  gentle  flumber,  her 

amiable 
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amiable  nurfe  thought  it  the  befl 
time  to  comply  with  his  Lord- 
fhip's  requeft;  telling  him,  if  he 
would  gently  approach  the  fool! 
of  her  bed,  ilie  would  foftly  draw 
alide  the  curtains  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  feeing  her 
unobferved;  and  promifed,  that  if 
her  Ipirits  were  calm  enough  to 
bear  an  interview,  fhe  would  by 
degrees  prepare  her  for  a  fight 
of  him. 

But  what  heart-rending  pangs 
fhot  through  his  whole  frame,  to 
hear  her,  after  a  few  reafonable 
monofyllabks  in  anfwer  to  her  fif- 
ter's  tender  enquiries  after  her 
health,  burll  into  the  moil  inco- 
herent ramblings,  and  frequently 
pronounce  the  name  of  Med- 
way  with   the   utmoll:    pathos   of 

expref- 
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expreiiion, — then  fuddenly  feeming^ 
to  recolledl  herfelf,  aik  of  Heaven 
forgivenefs  for  thinking  of  him, 
when  fhe  had  vowed  eternal  af- 
fecflion  to  Lord  Darnly  ! 

*^  Hufh,  my  love,"  laidLouiia, 
trembling  for  his  Lordfhip's  peace, 
**  you  have  committed  no  offence 
againft  Heaven, — try  and  compoie 
yourfelf/' 

**  No  offence  !  fay  you  ? — Yes,  I 
have  offended  againft  fincerity.. 
Am  I  not  married  to  an  amiable 
man,  v^^ho  loves  me  with  the  great- 
eft  tendernefs,  while  my  capricious 
heart,  impreffed  with  the  image 
of  another,  refufes  to  do  juftice  to 
his  merit  ?  —  And  Louifa  will  foon 
be  married  too; — fhe  will  not  re- 
fufe  poor  Medway,  becaufe  he 
wants  a  title. — Go,  fend  her  to- 
me— 
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ri^e  —  let  me  warn  her  againft  fucli 
fatal  ambition,  —  Fly  —  I  cannot 
reft  till  I  have  feen  her ! — £he  fhuns 
me  now. — How  defpicable  has  my 
folly  made  me,  fmce  even  the  ten- 
der-hearted Louifa  cannot  bear  my 
pre  fence  !" 

His  Lordihip  could  ftay  to  hear 
no  more;  but  gliding  foftly  out  of 
her  room,  ftole  into  an  adjoining 
chamber  to  indulge  the  flow  of 
grief  which  arofe  in  his  bofom  at 
her  expreiTmg  herfelf  in  a  language 
fo  unexpe6ted,  fo  entirely  deftruc- 
tive  to  his  deareft  hopes. 

**  Is  it  poffible !"  cried  he, 
throwing  himfelf  on  a  chair,  "  that 
I  have  been  all  this  time  the  dupe 
of  my  own  vanity  ? — Yes,  it  muft 
be  fo:  truths  frequently  tranfpire 
amid  the  ramblings   of  delirium, 

that 
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that  the  reafonable  mind  would  fear 
to  utter.     The  dear  fuftering  angel 
has  not  only  deceived  me,  but  de- 
ceived herlelf.     She  v^as  ignorant 
of  the  true  ilate  of  her  affedions 
till  the  arrival  of  Medvvay  :  and  the 
dread  of  beholding  him  the  huf- 
band  of  her   filLcr,   has   awakened 
all  thofe  tender    emotions,  which 
his  want  of  title  induced  her  be- 
fore fo  affiduouily  to  ftilie, — Un- 
fortunate Darnly  not  to  have  {^i\ 
her  fooner,    or  to  have  ken  her 
with    indifference !    But    in  fpite 
of  this  difcovery,  dear    muft   ihe 
ever  be  to  my  heart,  and   I    will 
convince  her  of  it  at  the  expence 
of  my  ow^n   repofe.     Medway  is 
deferving   of  her,    he    alone    can 
make    her  happy :   and    (hould   it 
^ver   again  pleafe  Heaven   to    re- 

ftore 
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ftore  her  to  her  fenfes,  I  will  em- 
brace the  firft  hour  of  her  return- 
ing reafon,  to  make  a  facrifice 
worthy  only  of  one  whofe  love  is 
pure  as  mine.  That  done,  adieu- 
•to  England,  until  time  has  mel- 
lowed the  affli(ftion,  or  ended  me/* 
Tuft  as  he  had  finifhed  this 
plaintive,  generous  foliloquy,  Lou- 
ifa  entered  the  apartment.  *'  That 
done,,  adieu  to  England,'*  were  the 
only  words  which  caught  her  ear, 
and  thofe  ftruck  terror  to  her 
heart.  She  had  obferved  his  agi- 
tation, as  he  flipped  out  of  her 
fifter's  chamber,  and  fympathiz- 
ing  in  his  diftrefs,  pity,  blended 
with  a  fofter  paffion,  induced  her  to 
follow  him  in  hopes  of  affording 
fome  confolatlon  to  his  afHidted 
mind.     It    would    be  diiHcult  to 
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fay,  with  certainty,  which  affedled 
her  moft;  the  dangerous  ftate  of 
Emily,  or  the  abyfs  of  grief,  in- 
to which  her  ilhiefs,  added  to  this 
painful  difcovery,  muft  neceffarily 
plunge  her  amiable  lover.  But 
both  operated  Co  powerfully  on 
her  fenfibility,  that  flie  almoft 
ftood  in  equal  need  of  confola- 
tion  herfelf,  as  he  to  whom  fhe 
went  to  offer  it.  For  fome  mo- 
ments both  preferved  a  mournful 
filence,  which  at  length  was  broke 
by  Darnly,  who,  in  tender  terms, 
lamented  the  cruelty  of  his  fate; 
and  imagining  that  the  diftrefs  of 
Louifa  arofe  from  the  danger  in 
which  flie  beheld  her  fifler,  endea- 
voured to  footh  her  grief,  with 
the  mofl  generous  affuran ces  of 
relinquijfhing    his    dearefl    hopes, 

and 
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and  promoting  her  happlnefs  with 
his  friend* 

**  Yes,"  continued  he,  **  flie 
fliall  be  his  ;  for  though  I  love 
her  even  to  madnefs,  I  would  not 
defire  her  to  fulfil  her  engage- 
ments to  me  after  this  difcovery  of 
her  prior  attachment,  for  all  the 
felicity  I  fliould  experience  in  the 
poffeflion  of  my  heart's  fir  ft  wiih. 
But  though  equal  to  the  tafk.  of 
refigning  her  to  the  arms  of  my 
happy  rival,  I  am  not  equal  to 
that  of  being  prefent  at  the  fa- 
crifice.  I  muft  therefore  quit  a 
fpot  that  will  only  ferve  to  re- 
mind me  of  my  unhapplnefs,  till 
able  to  be  a  witnefs  of  their  fe- 
licity, without  any  of  thofe  envi- 
ous emotions  which  would  dimi- 
nifli  the    generofity    of  the  aft. — ' 

Why 
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Why  do  you  weep,  dear  Lou- 
ifa  ?  (obferving  the  tears  fteal- 
ing  down  her  cheeks)  lurely  I 
am  not  fo  unfortunate,  as  to  be 
deftroying  the  happinefs  of  one 
filler,  while  to  promote  that  of 
the  other  I  freely  refign  my  own  ! 
—Ah  !  it  muft  be  fo. — You  alrea- 
dy begin  to  feel  a  dawn  of  af- 
fection for  the  lover  I  recommend- 
ed, and  this  difcovery  of  Emily's 
favourable  prepoiTeffions  for  him, 
is  deftru6tive  both  to  your  felicity 
and  mine." 

**  Indeed,  my  Lord,  you  are  mif- 
taken/'  faid  the  lovely  girl,  wip- 
ing away  the  pearly  drops ;  ^*  Med- 
way  is,  I  acknowledge,  amiable 
enough  to  juftify  fuch  an  idea ; 
but  his  merit  has  made  no  other 
impreflion     on     me     than     thofe 

fenti- 
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fen timents    of    pity     and     efteem 
I    fhould    naturally   feel    for    any 
other  man  fo  circumftanced  as  he 
appears   to    me.      From    the  firft 
interview,  I  difcovered  his  attach- 
ment to   my   fifter,    and  admired 
the  refolution  with  which  he  en- 
deavoured to   combat  his  paffion, 
and  feem  rejoiced  at  an  event  which 
was  a  mortal  wound   to  his  hap- 
pinefs.     It  was   alfo  not  difficult 
to  difcern,  that  her  refufal  of  him 
had  been   the  work    of  felf-deni- 
al,  and  that  her  endeavours  to  be- 
hold him    with    indifference  were 
productive    of   the    mofl:    painful 
emotions,  which,    amidft    all    her 
happy  profpedls  with  you,  empoi- 
foned  her  felicity.     1   was  happy 
to  fee  the   ferenity   which    Med- 
way  appeared  to  have  acquired  in 

her 
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her  prefence,  after  the  firft  two  or 
three  vifits,  and  flattered  myfelf 
it  would  refliore  her's  alfo.  For 
as  file- had  from  choice,  accept-^ 
ed  your  generous  propofal,  it  was 
inconfiilent  to  fuppofe  fhe  fhould 
be  affefted  at  the  victory  he  ap- 
peared to  have  obtained  over  his 
paflion ;  but  fo  it  proved,  and 
the  confequences  of  this  unfor- 
tunate inftability  of  her  difpofi- 
tion  (a  difpofition  which,  had 
it  been  lefs  tinctured  with  ambi- 
tion, is  amiable  to  excefs)  will,  I 
fear,  be  fatal  to  herfelf,  and  in- 
volve the  friends  moil  interefted 
in  her  happinefs  in  perpetual  miu 
fery.  I  would  willing -y  have  fay- 
ed your  Lordfliip  the  diflrefs  .^I 
knew  you  muft  experience  from 
this  difcovery ;    but  your  impati- 

VOL.  II.  I  ence 
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ence  to  fee  the  dear  ill-fated 
girl,  while  her  mind  was  in  this 
unfettled  ftate,  has  deftroyed  all 
my  hopes  of  prcferving  your  tran- 
quillity, by  confining  the  fecret 
within  the  limits  of  my  own  ho- 
fom.  Could  it  have  been-  con- 
cealed, I  had  reafon  to  hope  you 
might  at  leaft  have  been  happy-;, 
ior  fthxi  natural  goodnefs  of  her 
heart,  and  your  amiable  difpo- 
iition,  v/ould,  1  am  fure,  h^d  an 
union  taken  place  between  ^'ou, 
have  induced  her,  in  a  Ihort-time, 
to  have  conquered  every  emotion, 
but?  that  of  efteem  for  Med  way, 
and'  to  have  transferred  all  her 
afFcftions  v^h^rc  flie  had- given  her 
hand;  but  it  is'  no^v  too  late, 
and -I  have  the  mifery  to  fee  you 
wj^^tched^  and  to  liear  you  talk  of 
^.     :  >.  %ing 


Memoirs  OF  Emily  Westbrook.     171 

flying  for  ever  from  your  friends. 
Should  fuch  a  fatal  determination 
take   place,  what  will  become  of 
Lady  Palmerlbn  ?  How  will  it  be 
borne  bv  the  noble-minded  Med- 
way  ?    For  fhould  Emily   recover 
to  blefs  him  with  her  hand,  mufl 
it  not  be  a  wound  to   his   gene- 
rous heart  to  refledl,  that  the  friend 
who  religned  to  him  his  happi- 
nefs,  is  an  exile  from  his   native 
country,  a  prey   to  grief,  and  fled 
from    every    focial    joy    in    life  ? 
Would    to   Heaven   I   had  with- 
held  you   from    a   fight   of  her, 
till  after  the  crifis  of  her  diforder !" 
Any  but  a  mind  fo  entirely  im- 
merfed    in   grief  as   was    that   of 
Lord  Darnly,  mufl:  have  perceiv- 
ed, that  the   tender  interefl;  Lou- 
ifa  took  in  his  felicity,  proceed- 
I  2  ed 
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ed  from  a  warmer  fentiment  than 
that  of  fricndfhip ;  but  fuch  an 
idea  never  entered  his  head.  Ke 
admu'ed  tliat  charming  fenfibility 
v/hich  rendered  her  fo  fufcepti- 
ble  of  others  woes,  and  thanked 
her  for  her  kind  attention  to  his 
peace ;  tut  prudence,  he  added, 
pointed  out  to  him  the  abfolute 
neceflity  of  his  leaving  the  coun- 
try as  'foon  as  the  phyficians  had 
pronounced  their"  patient  out  of 
danger. 

For  fome  fucccllive  days  her 
dlfordv-r  fecmed  tobafHe  all  their 
Ikill  •  bit  at  the  end  of  that  pe- 
riod, her  fever  began  to  abate, 
and  k'H^rer  intervals  of  reafon 
i2iewed  her  recovery  was  near  at 
hand.  With  joy  unutterable  did 
the  generous  Darnly  anticipate  her 
returning  health  ;  and,  without  in-^ 

timat- 
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timating  his  motive  for  the  re- 
queft,  engaged  Medway  to  ac- 
company him  the  iirft  afternoon 
fhe  was  able  to  fit  up,  that  he 
might  difcover,  if  fhe  ilill  main- 
tained her  empire  in  his  heart; 
for  the  compofure  he  had  of  late 
afiumed  in  her  prefence,  almofl 
perfuaded  him  he  had  in  reality 
begun  to  think  of  erafing  her  idea 
from  his  bofom,  by  giving  place 
to  that  of  Louifi;  and  fiich  a 
transfer  of  affecflions,  though,  be- 
fore, one  of  his  firft  wifhes,  would 
now  have  defeated  all  his  difin- 
terefted  intentions. 

The  involuntary  emotions  which 
agitated  the  heart  of  poor  Med- 
way when  he  beheld  the  altered 
countenance  of  his  flill  dear  Emi- 
ly,   whom   he    had    never   before 

I    3  fcQll 
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fttn  but  in  the  bloom  of  health, 
may  be  better  imagined  than  de- 
fcribed;  and  they  became  more 
vifible  from  his  endeavours  to  con- 
ceal them.  All  his  determinati- 
ons of  thinking  of  her  only  as 
the  wife  of  his  friend,  inftantly 
diflblved  in  air :  he  would  that 
moment  have  facrificed  his  life 
for  the  pleafure  of  bathing  her 
fnowy  hand  with  tears  of  for  row 
for  her  illnefs;  and  it  was  with 
difficulty  he  could  reftrain  him- 
felf  from  expreffing  how  much 
he  was  affected  by  the  languid 
ftate   in  which  he  beheld  her. 

What  a  trial  for  Emily  !  Tho' 
flie  knew  not  that  in  her  deli- 
rium, her  carefuUy-fmothered  fe- 
cret  had  efcaped  her,  yet  Ihe 
doubted   that,    hex    filler   was    in 

part 
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part  acquainted  with  it ;  and  the 
fear  that  her  emotions  at  the 
unexpedled  fight  of  Medway, 
would  ftill  more  betray  the  fitua- 
■  tion  of  her  heart,  nearly  reduced 
her  to  the  flate  from  which  fhe 
was  hardly  recovered.  Had  fhe 
fufpecfled  that  Darnly  alfo  judg- 
ed of  its  fenfations,  fhe  would 
have  almofl  expired  at  the  idea; 
but  his  bringing  Medway  with 
him,  was  a  proof  to  her  that  he 
little  imagined  the  fource  of  her 
recent  fufferings.  Yet  the  ur.r/u- 
al  melancholy  which  fesmcd  to  be 
ioiprefTed  upon  hjs  features,  }^er* 
fuaded  her  all  was  not  n^ht  with- 
in, and  fhe  felt  all  the  force  of 
his  unknown  forrow :  for  even 
her  preference  of  his  friend  did 
not  prevent  her  from  being  tru- 
I  4  ly 
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ly  fenfibk  of  his  numerous  claims 
to  her  efleem,  and  gladly  would 
/he  have  added  love ;  but  her  re- 
bellious heart  too  ftrongly  op- 
pofed  her  wiflies,  and  refufed  to 
own  the  power  of  any  one  but 
Medway. 

^  Since  the  abatement  of  her. fe- 
ver, (ho  had  begun  to.  entertain 
more  rational  ideas.  The  fuper- 
iicial  enjoyments  of  life  had  in 
a  great  meafure  loft  their  eftima- 
tion.  She  contemned  herlelf  for 
having  fo  long  placed  her  hap- 
pinefs  on  thofe  honours,  which, 
without  content  of  mind,  could 
beftow  no  one  fatisfadlion  in  life ; 
and  her  refolves,  in  confequence 
of  thofe  reflexions,  were  fuch  as 
fliewed  the  change  of  difpofition 
would  be  permanent.  She  wait- 
ed 
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.ed   only    for    an    opportunity    of 
proving  it   by  an  ingenuous  con- 
feilion  of  her  folly,  when  the  far- 
ther rereftabliiliment  of  her  health 
fliould  prompt  her  noble  lover  to 
prefs    for    the    completion    of  his. 
wiihes.      But   though    flie    meant, 
to  acknowledge    one  part  of  her 
error,    delicacy     forbade    her    to 
think  of  difclofmg  the  other.    All 
file    propofed    was,     to    own    that 
fhe  had   encouraged    his  addrefles 
without    feeling    for  him  a    pro- 
per degree  of  affe(5lion ;  and,  low 
as    fuch  a    confcflion    mufl    fmk 
her  in  his  efteem  (after  even  fix- 
ing on  a   period  for  their  nupti- 
als)  reflection   had   convinced  her. 
it.  would  be  better  to  do  fo,   than 
deceive  him  with  falfe  appearances. 
Were  flie  to  own  a   prior  pafiion,. 
I  5  floe 
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{he  thought  it  might,  by  fome 
means,  reach  the  knowledge  of 
its  obiedj  and  dear  as  Medvvay 
was  to  her  (after  what  had  paff- 
ed)  nothing  could  have  prevailed 
on  her  to  humble  herfelf  fo  great- 
ly  as  to  own  it.  Her  refolution 
was  therefore  to  refufe  the  ho- 
nour which  awaited  her,  and  con- 
ceal, if  poffible,  from  every  one 
the  motive. 

Her  amiable  lifter  was  happy 
to  obferve  the  ferenity  which  a- 
gain  began  to  dawn  upon  her 
mind,  and  equally  fo  to  find  it 
would  foon  be  more  perfectly  cf- 
tablifhed  by  the  generofity  of  her 
lover,  who  made  her  the  confi- 
dent of  his  intentions.  And  while 
Emily  w^as  expeding  that  every 
interview  would  produce  an   op- 

portu* 
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portunity  for  the  intended  expla* 
nation,  on  a  fudden  Lord  Darn- 
ly  pleaded  bufinefs  to  the  metro- 
polis ;  and  without  fixing  on  any 
time  for  his  return,  begged  her  to 
be  careful  of  her  health,  for  the 
fake  of  all  thofe  friends  to  whom 
it  was  moft  valuable ;  and  taking  a 
refpedful  leave  of  the  reft  of  the 
family,  faid  he  fhould  fet  out  the 
enfuing  morning. 

Every  one  but  Louifa  was  in  the 
greateft  aftonifhment.  To  leave 
her  juft  on  the  eve  of  returning 
health,  when  he  might  with  pro- 
priety have  urged  her  to  confent 
to  the  completion  of  his  long* 
expected  happinefs,  was  perfecSU 
ly  enigmatical  ;  and  even  deter-^ 
mined  as  fiie  was  to  refufe  hirn^ 
produced  fome  difagreeable  fenfa-' 
I  6  U'ons 
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tions  in  her  mind.  However,  fhe 
contented  herfelf,  with  thinking 
that  the  propofed  confeffion  would 
now  be  attended  with  lefs  pain ; 
as  from  its  probably  becoming 
the  fubje6t  of  a  literary  intercourfe, 
fhe  fhould  avoid  that  perfonal  con- 
fuiion  which  muft  necelTarily  ac- 
company fuch  a  difagreeable  ex- 
planation. 

Her  aftonifliment  foon  ceafed ; 
but  her  admiration  of  his  geriQ^ 
roiity  and  goodnefs  of  heart  was 
excited  beyond  the  power  of  ut- 
terance-, on  receiving  from  liim  the 
following  letter  the  evening  after 
his  departure.    ' 

*'  Chance,  lovely  Emilv,  has 
*^  difcovered  to  me  the  means  of 
*^  promoting  your  happinefs  more 
**  effedtually  than  by  a  marriage 
**  with    the    unfortunate  Darnly ; 

''  and 
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and  felf  muft  be  a  fmall  con- 
fideration  when  fet  in  compe- 
tition with  your  fehcity.  I 
ought  not  to  reproach  you  for 
deceiving  me,  fince  you  alfo 
deceived  yourfelf;  be  it  there- 
fore my  talk  to  compenfate  for 
the  uneafinefs  you  have  fuflain- 
ed  through  your  engagements 
with  me,  by  propofing  an  uni- 
on more  conducive  to  your  hap- 
pinefs  ;  an  union  in  which  love 
will  be  the  prefiding  paiTion, 
and  in  which  nothing  will  be 
wanting  to  gratify  the  attendant 
ones.  Medway  is  deferving  all 
your  tendernefs.;  and  would  to 
Heaven  I  hadfooner  known  why 
you  fo  long  refilled  its  emoti- 
ons in  his  favour.  But  I  hope 
It    IS    not    too    late    to    repair 

''  the 


l82  The  Vale  of  Glendor;  or, 
the  injury  I  have  innocently 
done  him,  though  too  late  to 
recover  mv  own  tranquillity. 
Had  I  knov^n  the  fource  of 
your  refuial,  a  title  fhould  not 
have  been  vv'anting  to  compleat 
his  conqueit  over  a  heart  v^hich, 
with  chat  iiiconfiderable  fupe- 
riority,  I  afplred  to,  without 
dreaming  that  it  might  fecure 
the  hand,  and  leave  the  mind 
unintereiled.  The  difcovery  of 
my  error  has  conveyed  the  fe- 
vered pangs  of  difappointment : 
but  my  own  fufferings  are  for- 
gotten, in  the  idea  of  contri- 
buting to  your  felicity.  Be/jis, 
deureft  Emily;  and  if  w^ealth  and 
title  can  encreafe  his  merit  in 
your  eyesi  they  both  await  him. 
I  have  interefl  enough  to  pro- 

<<  cure 
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**  cure  him  a  Barony,  and  fhall 
**  think  that  wealth  with  which 
*<  Providence  has  blefl  me,  never 
**  fo  well  employed  as  in  the  fer- 
**  vice  of  the  friend  deareft  to  my 
**  efteem,  and  the  woman  moft 
**  valuable  to  my  heart.  Banifh 
**  every  delicate  apprehenlion  of 
*'  encountering  the  reproaches  of 
*'  your  friends.  I  have  candidly 
^^  opened  the  affair  to  your  father, 
"  by  the  hand  which  brings  you 
*^  this,  and  I  know  he  is  too  good 
**  a  parent  to  oppofe  your  hap- 
'*  pinefs. 

**  Lady  Palmerfon  will  not, 
**  I  am  fenfible,  be  lb  eafily  re- 
**  conciled  to  the  difappointment^ 
**  nor  will  you,  I  fear,  of  the  va- 
*'  rious  cenfures  which  will  arife 
**  in  confequence   of  tliis    event. 

''  But 
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**  But  that  is  the  leafl  thino^  wor- 
^*  thy  your  attention.  Private  fa- 
^  tisfac^tion,  overbalances  public 
'*  opinion ;  let  the  world,  there- 
*'  fore,  make  what  flridlures  it 
**  pleafes.  Where  the  happinefs 
**  of  life  is  at  flake,  all  other 
*^  confiderations  iliould  fiy  be- 
'*  fore   it. 

"  1  am  confcibus  of  the  pertur- 
^^bations  into  which  theperufal  of 
^^  this  letter  muft  naturally  throw 
**'you,  and  that  after  it,  nothing, 
*^-by   me,    will  be  more   dreaded 
*^  than  the  prefence  of  my  friend — 
*^  for  friend  I  ftill  muft  fl:yle  him, 
**- though     his    merit    and    better 
^^•fate    rob    m.e    of   all    my    foul' 
''held    dear.      But,    think    not, 
'*  lovely  woman,  that  1  have  made 
^^•fuch  a  property  of  your  fecrct, 

''  as. 
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as  to  transfer  it  even  to  him 
who  is  moft  intercfted  in  it. 
Believe  me,  it  refts  v^holly  with 
your  own  family  and  ourielves: 
affign  to  other  people  v/hat  rea- 
fon  you  pleafe  for  the  breaking 
off  our  engagements ;  take  it 
upon  yourfclf,  or  throw  it  up- 
on me,  whichever  appears  to 
you  moft  eligible. 
^*  The  frequent  enjoyment  of 
your  fociety  will  naturally  prompt 
in  Medway  a  renewal  of  thoie 
attentions  which  propriety  with- 
held him  from,  when  he  fup- 
pofed  your  heart  another's  :  and 
I  truft  you  will  have  too  much 
refpedl  to  fincerity,  any  longer 
to  hide  the  fatisfadtion  they  be- 
ftow  on  you.  I  have  only  ac- 
quainted him,  in  general  terms, 

"  that 
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**  that  fomething  has  happened  to 
**  prevent  an  union  between  us 
^*  from  ever  taking  place,  and  not 
**  failing  to  attribute  it  to  my 
**  ov^^n  caprice.  The  zeai  of  his 
**  unconquerable  afFeftion  for  you, 
**  prompted  him  to  be  very  libe- 
**  ral  of  his  cenfures  upon  my 
^*  candudl,  till  I  afiured  him,  your 
**  happinefs  was  my  obje6t,  how- 
*'  ever  ftrongly  appearances  might 
**  tend  to  fhew  the  contrary.  He 
**  was  ftrenuous  for  a  farther  ex- 
*'  planation,  but  I  begged  leave  to 
*^  decline  it  till  fome  future  day; 
*'  an4  entreating  he  w.ould  not 
"  withhold  from  me  the  conti- 
**  nuance  of  that  large  fliare  of 
**  efteem  and  friendflnp  he  had 
**  ever  profelied,  I  left  him  to  put 
**  what    conftrudtions    he   pleafed 

**  upon 
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**  upon  my  unexpe<£lecl  departure; 
**  and  a  fliort  time  will,  1  hope, 
*'  convince  him  that  I  am  not 
**  unworthy  of  it. 

**  As  to  myfelf,  I  go  to  invoke 
"  the  aid  of  abfence;  not  to  help 
^'  me  to»  forget  you  (for  fuch  a 
**  conqueft  over  my  memory  I 
**  never  can  acquire)  but  to  ftudy 
*'  a  virtue,  that  may  enable  me 
*'  to  behold  you  with  the  calm- 
'^  nefs  I  could  never  attain  to  but 
**  at  a  diilance  fiom  your  charms. 

**  Before  I  quit  the  kingdom, 
*^  I  fhall  make  it  my  bufinefs  to 
**  procure  my  happy  friend  thofe 
*^  ideal  advantages  which,  though 
**  they  cannot  encreafe  merit,  help 
*^  often  to  enhance  its  worth  in 
'*  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  know 
"  not  the  cares  attendant  on  high 

''  life. 


i88  The  Vale  of  Glendor  ;  or, 
*'  life.  Forgive  the  refledlion;  for 
**  the  world,  would  I  not  inflicft 
**  pain  upon  your  gentle  bofom  ^ 
**  but  gladly  would  I  convince 
*'  you  that  you  too  highly  cfti- 
**  mate  thofe  empty  honours^ 
**  which,  longer  than  while  their 
*^  novelty  attracts,  can  afford  no 
*^  real  fatisfadlions  to  a  refledling 
*^  mind.  Med  way  may  do  honour 
**  to  a  title,  but  his  intrinfic  worth 
**  is  fuch,  that  a  title  can  do  no 
**  honour  to  him.  To  his  merit 
*^  do  I  moft  heartily  fubfcribe: 
^*  but  while  I  acknowledo-e  that 
**  your  heart  could  not  have  made 
*^  a  more  worthy  choice,  my  own 
*^  will  be  long  before  it  can  con- 
'*  quer  thofe  refractory  emotions 
**  which   conftrain  me  to   regret, 

,    ''  that 
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**  that  the  felicity  of  my  friend 
**  jQiould  be  the  deftrudiion  of  my 


*'  own. 


*'  Farewel,  amiable  woman  ! 
*^  may  your  health  be  fpeedily  re- 
**  ftored,  and  may  every  blifs  a- 
**  wait  you  !  But  in  the  hours  of 
*Vyour  tranquillity,  think  that 
*^  (though  the  eftablifliment  of 
**  your  happinefs  compels  me  to 
**  refign  the  title  of  lover)  you 
**  will  ever  find  the  moft  difin- 
**  terefted  and  zealous  of  friends, 
^*  in  the 

,       ''  Ill-fated  Darnly." 

"  Amiable  man  !  cried  Emily, 
as  file  finlflied  the  perufal  of  the 
above;  *'  what  a  generous  heart 
have  I  diftreft  by  my  folly  !  How 
noble  !  how  exemplary  is  thy  con- 
dud!  But   how    fliall   I    be    able 

to 
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to  fee   my  father    after   this    dif- 
covery?  Will  he  not  juftly   con- 
demn me  ?" 

''  No,  my  child,"  faid  Mr. 
Weftbrook,  whojufl  then  enter- 
ed her  apartment,  and  had  over- 
heard her  foliloquy.  **  I  do  not 
condemn,  but  pity  thee  for  hav- 
ing fo  long  placed  thy  firft  hap-^ 
pinefs  on  fuch  fuperficial  enjoy- 
ments, and  I  am  rejoiced  that  thou 
haft  at  length  difcovered  them  to 
be  phantoms  only.  Fortunate  it  is 
for  thyfelf,  and  equally  fo  for  that 
noble-minded  young  man,  that  the 
difcovery  was  not  retarded  till  after 
thou  hadft  vowed  eternal  fidelity  to 
him,  while  thy  heart  was  impref- 
fed  with  the  image  of  another. 
As  it  is,  both  of  you  may  yet  be 
happy^     Time,  I  hope,  will  foften 

his 
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his  afHidion  :   and  fliould  his  good 
intentions   be  difappointed,  in  re- 
gard   to  the  union  he    wiflies   to 
take  place,  thou  wilt,   I   truft,  be 
happier  in  a  fingle  ftate  than  thy 
own  reflecflions  could  poflibly  have 
left  thee,  though  in  poffeffion  of 
the  higheft   honours,  unlefs  love 
had   cemented    the  tie.     I   blame 
thee    moil   for    the   referve    with 
which  thou  haft  behaved  to  a  fifter 
deferving  all  thy  confidence ;  for  in 
the  counfel  of  afincerefriend  there 
is    ever  fafety,    befides    the  fatis^ 
fadlion  of  relieving  the  bofom  from 
its  weight  of  hoarded  grief.     Let 
me  entreat  that  mutual  confidence 
may  in  future  fubfift  between  you. 
Candour  and  ingenuoufnefs  are  the 
ftrongeft  bands  of  friendlhip.  The 
prudent  arguments  of  Louila  might 

have 
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have  fhlelded  thee  againfl  the  al- 
1-urements  of  ambition  :  and  tho* 
they  had  not  entirely  fubdued 
thy  foaring  wiihes,  might  have 
prevented  thee  from  attempting 
the  gratification  of  them  at  the 
expence  of  thy  fincerity.  It  might 
alfo  have  faved  the  generous  Darn- 
ly  from  thofe  heart-rending  pangs 
which  muft  for  fome  time  at- 
tend the  difappointment  of  his 
hopes.  For  think,  my  child,  how 
painful  muft  be  his  fenfations,  to 
find  himfelf  the  dupe  of  a  feigned 
affedion.  Such  a  difcovery,  on 
fome  minds,  might  have  wrought 
the  moil  dire  effeds,  and  proba- 
bly have  ended  in  the  death  of 
two  amiable  men,  and  thy  own 
eternal  difgrace. — But  I  will  not 
add  .)^o   thy  unhappinefs,   by  fet- 

ting 
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tino:  before  thee  thofe  fatal  con- 
fequences  which,  thank  heaven, 
are  not  now  likely  to  embitter  thy 
days.  It  muft  be  thy  own  fault 
if  -they  are  not  yet  happy,  while 
it  is  the  ftudy  of  every  friend  to 
render  thee  fo/' 

Tears  were  all  the  reply  flie 
could  make,  — but  thofe  fuffici- 
ently  teftified  how  fenfibly  flie  was 
'affed:ed. 

Louifa,  though  overwhelmed 
with  forrow  at  the  thought  of 
Lord  Darnly's  leaving  England, 
ftifled  her  own  emotions  to  re- 
ftore  the  ferenity  of  her  fifter; 
and  from  that  hour  neither  of  them 
poflefled  a  thought  which  flic 
wilhed  to-  conceal  from  the  other. 
With  ingenuous  franknefs  Mifs 
Weflbrook  owned,  that,  from  the 
VOL.  II.       ^  K  fii'lT: 
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firfl  moment  of  feeing  his  Lordfhip, 
her  heart  had  felt  for  him  a  greater 
degree  of  partiality  than  ilie  had 
ever  experienced  for  any  of  his 
fex,  and  that  it  had  been  much 
ftrengthened  on  a  farther  intimacy; 
but  that  (he  had  endeavoured  to 
hide  it  even  from  herfelf ;  as  flie 
looked  upon  the  indulgence  of 
her  paffion  as  criminal,  after  the 
objedt  of  his  attentions  became 
vifible. 

This  confeffion  inflidted  the 
greateft  pain  on  the  heart  of  Emi- 
ly, as  it  perfuaded  her  ftill  more 
of  the  folly  of  a  conduft  which 
had  not  only  went  near  to  deftroy 
her  own  happinefs,  but  had  been 
a  barrier  to  her  fifter's  alfo;  as 
her  rejeftion  of  Lord  Darnly,  when 
he  firft  declared  himfelf  her  lover, 

would 
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would  probably  have  induced  him 
to  transfer  his  addreffes  from  her 
to  Louifa,  before  his  affections 
had  taken  fo  ftrong-  a  hold  as  to 
endanger  his  felicity. 

Though  the  pangs  of  remorfe  for 
fome  time  preyed  upon  her  mind, 
the  mutual  communication  of  fen- 
timents  was  to  both  the  greateft  al- 
leviation. Louifa  kindly  endeavour- 
ed to  reconcile  her  repentant  fifter 
to  herfelf ;  and  while  her  attenti- 
ons were  engaged  in  attempting  to 
divert  her  from  too  intenfe  reflec- 
tions on  the  paft,  that  dejection, 
which  hopelefs  love  had  kindled 
in  her  own  gentle  bofom,  infenfi- 
bly  gave  place  to  more  tranquil 
thoughts.  Thus  both  were  bene- 
fitted, and  time,  the  healing  balm 
for  mental  ills,  effedled  much ; 
K  2  but 
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but  the  abfence  of  Lord  Darnly, 
was  perhaps  the  moft  eifecfbual 
foother  •  as  his  prefence  would 
have  kept  alive  thole  embers  of 
affedtion  which  preyed  on  the 
heart  of  one;  while,  to  the  other, 
it  muft  ever  have  afforded  a  fub- 
je6t    for    contrition. 

Lady  Palmerfon,  though  aflo- 
niflied  at  the  fudden  departure  of 
her  brother,  as  flie  knew  him  de- 
void of  all  caprice,  forbore,  thro' 
delicacy,  to  enquire  into  the  mo- 
tives, and  continued  her  vifits  as 
ufual  to  the  farm ;  but  the  re- 
ftraint  flie  laid  upon  herfelf,  in 
oppolition  to  thofe  wiihes  which 
curiofity  muft  naturally  give  birth 
to,  had  fhe  even  been  far  lefs  in- 
terefted  in  an  explanation,  was  to 
Emily  a  fufficient   inducement  to 

'      .  relieve 
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relieve  her  Ladyiliip  from  herpre- 
fent  lu (pence. 

The  iirfl  time  (he  went  to  Mal- 
vern Mawr,  with  the  moft  inge- 
nuous franknefs  flie  confefled  her 
weaknefs,  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  difcovered ;  implored  her 
Ladyfhip's  pity  and  pardon  for  the 
uneafinefs  flie  had  occafioned  to  the 
beft  of  men,  and  begged  her  not 
to  withdraw  her  friendfhip  from 
her,  as  that  would  be  the  greateft 
punifhment  that  could  poffibly  be 
added  to  the  heavy  one  of  felf- 
remorfe. 

**  Our  friendfliip,  my  deareft 
Emily,"  replied  Lady  Palmeifon, 
**  1  hope  is  more  firmly  eilabiilhed 
than  to  be  diffolved  by  this  unto- 
ward event;  but  I  muft  acknov/^ 
ledge  the  difippointment  is  ex- 
K  3  treme. 
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treme.  Would  to  heaven  it  were 
poffible  to  prevail  on  Lord  Darnly 
to  give  over  his  intentions  of  quit- 
ting England !  Could  we  but  keep 
him  among  us,  Louifa  might  in  time 
perfuade  him  there  was  yet  fome 
charms  in  life.  I  am  convinced 
flie  feels  for  him  already  more  than 
common  friendfhip  ;  and  lince  his 
happinefs  with  one  fifter  is  im- 
peded, I  would  gladly  fee  him 
compenfated  by  the  pofleffion  of 
the  other. 

Emily  fmiled  at  the  earneft- 
nefs  with  which  her  Ladyihip  ex- 
prefled  her  wifhes ;  but  company 
coming,  prevented  any  thing  more 
being  faid  upon-  the  fubjedl. 

Till  the  topic  had  loft  its  no- 
velty, nothing  was  talked  of  for 
many  miles  around  but  the  fud- 

dea 
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den  departure  of  Lord  Darnly. 
Every  one  had  anxioufly  antici- 
pated the  bridal  ceremony,  and, 
as  is  generally  the  cafe,  for  want 
of  knowing  the  true  one,  afligned 
various  improbable  caufes  for  the 
difappointment :  but  moft  agreed, 
that  he  had  changed  his  mind, 
and  would  feek  a  richer  bride. 
The  Weftbrooks  took  no  pains 
to  undeceive  them,  but  fuffered 
every  one  to  maintain  at  pleafure 
their  own  opinion,  or  adopt  ano- 
ther's, whichever  was  moft  con- 
ducive to  their  fatisfadlion.  And 
tired  at  length  with  conjecfturing, 
the  fubjedl  grew  lefs  pleaiing,  and 
failed  not  to  give  place  to  one 
more  rec(gnt. 

Medway  was  a  daily  vlfiter,  and 
though  he  had  no  idea   of  being 
K  A  himfelf 
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himfelf  the  objecfl  of  Emily's  par- 
tiality, could  not  help  fuggefling, 
though  /lie  had  encouraged  the 
addrelTes  of  Lord  Darnly,  that 
fome  other  had  long  made  a  prior 
capture  of  her  heart,  and  that  a 
difcovery  of  it  had  occafioned  his 
Lordfhip  to  decline  her  hand,  .He 
was  the  more  inclined  to  think 
fo-  from  her  former  coolnefs  to 
him.felf,  and  that  part  of  the  con- 
ver-fation  previous  to  his  depar- 
ture, .,  which  palled  ■  between  him 
and  his  friend  ;  ia  which,  he  faid, 
her  happinefs  was  his  objcd:  in 
breaking  their  engagement.  Med- 
way's  own  fenfations  teaching  him 
to  pity  unluccefsful  love,  he  felt 
for  her  a  degree  of  fympathy  which 
infenfibly  led  him  to  devote  to  her 
a  much  larger  lliare  of  his  com- 
pany 
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pany  than  iilual ;  and  his  endea- 
vours to  amufe  were  received  with 
a  complacency  io  very  flattering 
to  his  heart,  that  all  his  love  re- 
vived, and  it  was  with  difficulty 
he  could  appear  difinterelled  in 
his  attentions. 

Had   he    fufpedted    how   warm 
an  advocate  he  had  in  her  bofom, 
nothing  would  have  reftrained  him 
from    difclofmg  his    paflion :    but 
accident  foon  difcovered  to  him  a 
fecret  fo  infinitely    interefting   to 
his  happinefs;  and   after  the  dif- 
covery,  it  is  but  natural   to  ima- 
gine   his     timidity    vaniihed.       A 
letter   from  Lord  Darnly,  congra- 
tulating him    on   the    profpe<ft  of 
his     foon    becoming     Sir    Charles 
Med  way    (though   an  honour   he 
neither  wilhed  or  expefted)   gave 
K  5  him 
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him  greater    fpirits    to   plead  his 
love,  as  it  flattered  him  his  pro- 
pofals  would  be    better    received 
by  Mr.  Weftbrook ;  for  moll  pa- 
rents  are  happy  to   fee  their   fa- 
mily ennobled:    and   though    not 
equal    to    the    aggrandizement   it 
would  have  acquired  in   an  alli- 
ance v/ith  his  friend,  he   doubt- 
ed not  but  the    title  of  Baronet, 
with  feven  thoufand  a  year,  would, 
with  the  good  opinion  which  the 
old  gentleman    feemed  already   to 
entertain  of  him,  procure  him  all 
the  encouragement  he  could  hope. 
How  great  was  his  aftonifhment, 
when  urging  his  pafTion  with  un- 
common warmth,  to  hear  his   be- 
loved Emily,  with  blufliing  mo- 
defly,  confefs  he   had  long   beea 
the  chofen   of  her  heart,  though 

ambition 
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ambition  had  prompted  her  to  re- 
lift  its  emotions  in  his  favour^ 
and  induced  her  to  accept  the 
addreffes  of  Lord  Darnly,  while  a 
preference  for  him  prevailed  1  She 
informed  him  alfo,  that  it  was  ow- 
ing to  her  having  made  an  involun- 
tary difcovery  of  her  fentiments, 
during  her  delirium,  which  had  urg- 
ed that  generous  lover  to  decline 
her  hand.  **  If,  after  this  confeffi- 
on,"  continued  ihe,  **  you  ftill  think 
it  worth  while  to  nourifh  an  affecfti- 
on  for  one  who  has  proved  herfelf 
fo  little  worthy  of  that  diftindtion, 
there  wants  only  the  confent  of 
my  father  to  make  me  yours  ^ 
but,  previous  to  your  propoling 
yourfelf  to  him  as  a  fon-in-law, 
I  muft  entreat  that  you  decline 
jhe  generous  offer  of  Lord  Darn- 
K  6  ly. 
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ly.  There  wants  no  title  to  make 
me  fenfible  of  your  merit.  I  am 
fully  convinced  that  happinels 
confifls  not  in  external  honours^ 
and  your  acceptance  of  it  would: 
overwhelm  me  with  confufion  and 
uneafmefs ;  for  much  as  I  have 
been  enamoured  of  pomp  and  pub- 
lic fplendor,  it  now  appears  to  md 
far  lefs  enviable   than 

•'  Elegant  fufficiency,  content, 
.  *'  Retirement,  rural  quiet,  friendiliip,  books." 

Illnefs  has  concurred,  to  obtain 
a  vidloiy  over  my  contending,  paf- 
fions,  and  taught  me  to  defpife 
thofe  tranfitory  enjoyments  which 
too  often  are  purchafed  r.t  the  dear 
price  of  permanent  felicity.  But 
though  they  are  become  unnecef- 
fary  to  my  happinefs,  I  mufl  np- 

vcfihe- 
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verthelefs  ever  efteem  the  amiable 
friend  who  meant  to  heighten  it 
by  beftowing  them  alfo;  and  fliall 
never  ceafe  regretting  the  uneafi- 
neis  I  have  caufed  him," 

The  fatisfadlion  which  infpired 
the  heart  of  Medway  at  this  con- 
feiiion,  is  inconceivable.  At  the 
time  he  difcovered  her  only  foi- 
ble, to  find  its  exiftence  termi- 
iiate,  was  more  than  equal  to  the 
pleafure  of  believing  her"  exempt 
from  any.  With  a  heart  over- 
flowing with  joy  at  the  happy 
profpect"  which  awaited  him,  he 
alfured  her  "that  the  honour  of 
being  beloved  by  her  was  fuffi- 
cient  felicity  to  him,  without  the 
addition  of-thofe  fuperficial  ones 
that  could  confer  no  real  happi- 
nefs.  Accordingly  he  returned  an 
.  immediate 
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immediate  anfwer  to  Lord  Darn- 
ly's  friendly  letter,  and  acquaint- 
ed him  that,  by  Emily^s  requeft, 
he  declined  the  honour  which  he 
had  fo  generoully  intended  him. 

As  the  fanftion  of  Mr.  Weft- 
brook  was  not  wanting  to  com- 
pleat  their  happinefs,  there  need- 
ed but  few  intreaties  to  prevail 
on  Emily  to  permit  her  enrap- 
tured lover  to  name  an  early  day 
for  their  marriage ;  and  their  in- 
tended union  afforded  the  fincer- 
eft  fatisfuftion  to  every  part  of 
her  family.  Mr.  Aubrey,  who 
always  ftyled  himfelf  a  fecond 
parent  to  the  daughters  of  his 
worthy  neighbour,  prefented  Emi- 
ly with  five  thouiand  pounds  on 
the  day  of  her  marriage,  and  with 
it  the  jewels  he   had  intended  to 

prefent 
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prefent  her  with,  had  a  fimilar  ce- 
remony taken  place  as  before  ex- 
pected. Her  fifter  alfo  received, 
on  the  happy  occafion,  the  moft 
generous  proofs  of  his  Hberality 
and  friendfhip. 

Both  the  Bloomer  and  Pal- 
mer fon  families  were  prefent  at 
their  nuptials ;  and  Sir  William 
having  entirely  conquered  his  cri- 
minal inclinations,  beheld  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  friend  with  the  fm- 
cereft  fatisfadlion. 

Lady  Palmerfon  only  appeared 
deprefled  amidft  the  general  joy. The 
recolledion  of  her  brother  being  an 
exile  from  his  native  country,  recur- 
red more  frequently  to  her  remem- 
brance that  day  than  any  other: 
but  her  ferenity  on  that  head  was 
foon  reilored,    on  receiving  from 

him 
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him'  a  letter,  intimating  his  in- 
tentions of  flaying  only  a  few 
months  in  the  fouth  of  France, 
and  joining  his  friends  again,  on 
their  return   to  town. 

This  intelligence  produced  the 
moft  heart-felt  fatisfadlion  on  the 
part  of  Louifa,  as  it  flattered  her 
his  health  had  received  no  ma- 
terial injury  from  his  mental  trou- 
bles :  and  hope,  that  delufive  foo- 
ther,  prefented  to  her  a  diilant 
profped:  of  felicity,  on  the  pro- 
bability of  beholding  him  once 
again  ;  for  at  the  earneft  entreaties 
of  the  Medways,  both  her  father 
and  Mr.  Aubrey  had  promifed  to 
pafs  a  few  weeks  with  them  in 
London  -,  and  though  Ihe  could  not 
have  confented  to  have  left  the 
parent  whofe  downward  path   of 

life 
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life  was  flrewed  with  flowers  in 
her  fociety,  yet,  as  lie  had  been 
prevailed  on  to  undertake  the  jour- 
ney, fhe  experienced  the  moil: 
plealing  and  undefinable  fenfati- 
ons,  in  the  thoughts  of  accom- 
panying him. 

The  return  of  Lord  Darnly^ 
juft  after  their  arrival  in  town, 
encreafed  her  happinefs.  For  a- 
midft  all  the  novel  gaieties  which 
fiirrounded  her,  fhe  could  find 
but  little  fatisfadtion,  till  their 
friendly  parties  were  enlivened  by 
the  frequent  fociety  of  him  whofe 
prefence  had  power  to  render  eve- 
ry objed:  plealing. 
■  -  'Her  defire  of  appearing  agree- 
able to  that  amiable  man  (though 
reftrained  by  the  utmoft  delicacy) 
was  too  evident  to  pafs  unnoti- 
ced j 
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ced;  and  it  became  the  wifli  of  all 
who  interefted  themfelves  in  her 
happinefs,  that  her  attradlions 
might  have  equal  force  in  ren- 
dering the  attachment  mutual : 
but  though  he  experienced  the 
utmoft  confolation  in  her  fociety, 
it  was  fome  months  before  he 
found  admittance  in  his  heart  for 
warmer  fenfations  than  thofe  of 
friendfhip. 

His  affiduities  were  almoft  e- 
qually  divided  between  Mifs  Bloo- 
mer and  Louifa  while  they  con- 
tinued infeparable  companions,  and 
he  knew  not  which  of  them,  by 
engaging  converfe,  afforded  greater 
confolation  to  his  drooping  fpi- 
rits ;  but  the  abfence  of  the  lat- 
ter (whofe  duty  prompted  her 
to    return    to  Glendor   with   her 

father. 
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father,  though  love  ftrongly  urg- 
ed her  ftay)  Ibon  convinced  him 
which  had  the  firft  place  in  his 
thoughts,  for  his  fpirits  quite  for- 
fook  him  after  her  departure. 

Early  the  enfuing  fpring,  the 
Palmerfons  returned  to  their  ru- 
ral manfion,  and  his  Lordfhip  ac- 
companying them,  frequent  op- 
portunities again  occurred  of  re- 
nev/ing  his  friendly  intercourfe 
with  Mifs  Weftbrook ;  and  a  fhort 
time  rendered  her  too  dear  to  his 
heart,  for  him  to  miflake  the 
nature   of  his  attachment. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Weftbrook, 
which  happened  before  his  Lord- 
fhip had  made  known  his  wifhes 
to  Louifa,  prevented  him  from 
declaring  himfelf  till  feme  weeks 
after  an  event  which  overwhelmed 

her 
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her  in    the    deepeft    fcrrow ;   but, 
as  foon  as   her  unfeio-ned  2:rief  re- 

o  o 

ceived  fome  alleviation,  and  the 
unreflrained  luxury  of  tears  had 
drained  her  heart  of  half  its  woe, 
in  tendereft  terms  he  avowed  his 
.paflion,  and  offered  her  his  hand 
and  fortune.  The  amiable  girl, 
-fuperior  to  all  coquettifh  arts,  re- 
ceived the  declaration  with  emo- 
tions too  pleafurable  to  be  fup- 
preffed  •  and  without  any  unne- 
cefTary  delays,  flie  accepted  the 
proffered  blefling.  Her  attach- 
ment to  a  rural  life,  in  which 
fhe  had  the  greateft  opportunity 
-of  exercifing  thofe  amiable  virtues 
which  dignified  her  chamber,  in- 
duced his  Lordfhip  to  refide  chief- 
ly in  the  country  >  and,  during 
the  fummer-n\onth?,  the  moil:  fo- 

•^^  cial 
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cial  intercourfe  fubfiftcd  between 
the  filters  ;  but,  as  Lady  Palmer- 
fon  (in  compliance  to  the  wifiies 
oF  her  Lord)  was  conftrained  to 
devote  a  large  portion  of  her  time 
to  the  gaieties  of  London,  they 
were  obliged  to  fupply  the  want 
of  the  pleafures  of  perfonal  conver- 
fation  by  a  literary  correfpondence 
much  oftener  than  either  of  them 
could  have   wiflied. 

If  Mrs.  Med  way  could  expe- 
rience any  greater  fatisfadtion  than 
in  being  united  to  the  man  of  her 
affedKons,  it  v/as  to  think  that 
fuch  an  union  had  been  the  fource 
of  her  fifter's  happinefs ;  and  of- 
ten woukl^flie  return  her  mofl^ 
fervent  thanks  to  Heaven,  that 
her  ill-judged  ambition  had  not 
been  productive  of  mifery  to  both. 

If 
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If  any  particle  of  it  remained,  it 
was  the  laudable  one  of  wifhing 
to  be  efteemed  for  the  private  vir- 
tues, not  the  public  honours  of 
Lady  Darnly  :  and  her  emulation 
of  the  former,  rendered  her  doub- 
ly valuable  to  the  heart  of  her 
deferving   hufband. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Weft- 
brook.  Lord  and  Lady  Darnly 
made  the  farm  their  country  re- 
fidence;  and  their  family-circle 
was  generally  made  happier  by 
the  prefence  of  the  good  old  Au- 
brey, whofe  encreafing  years,  tho' 
fometimes  invaded  by  perfonal 
infirmities,  did  not  deprive  him 
of  any  of  thofe  focial  qualities 
which  rendered  his  fociety  fo  de- 
fireable  to  his  youthful  neigh- 
bours. 

Mifs 
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Mifs  Bloomer's    friendly    inti- 
macy,   both  with  Mrs.   Medway 
and   Lady  Darnly,   lubfiiled  dur- 
ing the  firft   two    years    of  their 
marriage;  but   at  the  end  of  that 
period,  a  Weft- Indian  gentleman,, 
who  was  on   a  viiit  to  her  bro- 
ther,   pleafed    with     her    perfon, 
and   more  with    her   amability  of 
manners,    made  her    an    offer    of 
his  hand;  and  her   own  inclina- 
tions fortunately  concurring  with 
the    wiihes    of   her    friends,    ihe 
chearfuUy   furrendered   her  liber- 
ty:   but  the  happinefs  of  her  mar- 
riage  was   confiderably  damped  at 
the    idea  of   quitting  the    neigh- 
bourhood  in  which  flie  had  paf- 
fed    the    happy    days    of   infancy, 
and  which,   from    its    late  agree- 
able additions,  had  been  more  en- 
deared to  her. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Frankland's  intention  of 
flaying  only  a  fl:iort  time  in  Bar- 
badoes,  and  after  difpoling  of  his 
plantations,  returning  to  fettle  in 
England,  helped  however  to  foften 
the  pangs  of  feparation,  and  Mrs. 
Frankland  left  her  friends  and  na- 
tive country  with  all  the  fpirit 
flie  could  afiume,  for  fear  of  giv- 
ing her  hufband  pain  ;  but  much 
as  flie  endeavoured  to  fupprefs  her 
tears  in  his  prefence,  they  never 
ceafed  to  flow  when  privacy  per- 
mitted her  the  luxury  of  weep- 
ing. Probably  her  heart  forebod- 
ed that  the  feparation  would  be 
eternal  3  for  even  her  aftedtion  for 
the  hufband  of  her   choice  could 

not    fubdue   thofe    emotions    that 
nature   prompted.     The    event  at 

lead  fliewed  it  to  be  fo;  for,   af- 
ter 
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ter  a  few  letters  had  paffed  be- 
tween the  amiable  trio.  Lady  Darn- 
ly  received  one  from  Mr.  Frank- 
land,  with  the  affedting  intelli- 
gence of  the  death  of  his  dear  Selina, 
who  had  died  in  child -bed,  and 
who,in  her  laft  hours,  had  entreated 
him  to  implore  the  protection  of 
her  Lady  fliip  for  the  little  furviving 
pl'edge  of  their  ihort-lived  hap- 
pinefs,  which  he  acquainted  her 
was  a  female-  and  united  his  en- 
treaties with  thofe  of  the  dear 
departed,  that  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to   fend  her  over. 

The  tender  truft  was  accepted 
with  pleafure  -,  for,  after  the  tri- 
bute of  tears  to  the  memory  of 
her  lovely  friend,  the  greateft  re- . 
fpedl  flie  could  pay  was  to  trans- 
fer her  aifedion  to  her  infant.     It 

VOL.  n.  L  waa 
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was  not  long  before  the  nurfe  ar- 
rived with  it;  and  the  little  Se- 
lina  was  introduced  into  the  nurf- 
ery  with  her  Ladyihip's  two  lovely 
boys,  and  fliared  with  them  in  all 
their  mother's  fondnefs.  When  en- 
crealin'g  years  admitted  of  inftruc- 
tion,  Ihe  was-  educated  under  her 
own  infpe(ftion,and  became  as  con- 
fpicuoufly  amiable  as  the  lovely 
woman  who  undertook  the  mater- 
nal tafk  of  *'  teaching  her  young 
ideas  how  to  flioot." 

On  Mr.  Frankland's  return  to 
England,. he  found  her  all  his  heart 
could  wifli;  and  his  gratitude  was 
unbounded  as  his  fatisfadlion.  He 
purchafed  an  eftate  near  Glendor; 
and  the  ftrideft  friendfliip  ftill 
fubfifts  between  the  principal  cha- 
rad:ers  in  thefe  memoirs,  which 
k  is  probable  will  focn  be.llrength- 

ened 
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enedby  the  union  of  Mils  Frank- 
land  with  a  fon  of  Mr.  Medway ; 
and  that  of  Lord  Darnly's  fecond 
fon  with  a  daughter  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam  Bloomer. 

Having  now  {qqii  all  parties  fet- 
tled in  harmony  and  good  neigh- 
bourhood, I  fhall  leave  them  in 
polTeffion  of  thofe  bleffings  which 
Providence  generally  entails  on 
thofe  who  merit  them ;  and  re- 
commend, to  mv  female  readers, 
a.  contempt  of  all  honours  which 
are  not  derived  from  mental  worth, 
and  a  fteady  perfeverance  in  thole 
private  virtues  which  dignify  the 
heart,  and  attradl  refpeft,  with- 
out the  aid  of  title. 

FINIS. 
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